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a m Control of | 
Senate. 


Wednesday, 20 October, 1920. 


; i The Present (Senator the Hon. 
TT, Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and 
read prayers. 


“CONTROL OF PARLIAMENTARY 


OFFICERS. 
/ PAPER. 
_ The PRESIDENT.—I desire to lay 
y} upon the table of the Senate a 
> paper for the information of honor- 
~ able senators. I would have tabled 
_ this paper upon Thursday last but 


- for the fact that it is one which is,jointly 
_ signed by Mr. Speaker and myself, and 
’ that I did not then have the Speaker’s 
permission to do so. However, I take 
_ this opportunity of laying it wpon the 
~ tedle of the Senate, and I think it will 


show that instead of desiring to arrogate 
| _ to ourselves any authority over parliamen- 
tary officers that we do not possess, we 
wish to be relieved of our authority in 


_ that connexion at the earliest possible 
moment. The paper contains a recom- 
- mendation to the Prime Minister that the 
' officers of this Parliament in regard to 
’ classification, fixation of salaries, &c., 
shall be placed under the control of the 
Public Service Commissioner. 








biiet Motion (by Senator Prarce)  pro- 
Pos posed— 
_ That the paper be printed. 
Senator GARDINER (New South 


' Wales) [3.4].—I understand, sir, that 
- the paper which you have just laid upon 
_ the table of the Senate recommends that 
the officers who are employed in this par- 
' ticular establishment shall, for the future, 
-_ come under the authority of the Public 
Service Commissioner. — 

~~ The PRESIDENT.—That is our re- 
 ¢ommendation. 

- Senator GARDINER. — Before dis- 
cussing this question it would be wise for 
honorable senators to have the whole of 
~~ the facts placed before them. But upon 
the motion for the printing of this paper 
I wish to say that in view of the indig- 
nant manner in which you, sir, resented 
'_ a proposal for an inquiry into the affairs 
_- of the Senate, and into the treatment of 
Be ih 101 | 
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officers of this Chamber, the recom- 
mendation which you have now made is 
a complete backdown. It invites us to 
abrogate the functions of this Parliament 
by handing over to another body the 
power to interfere with the management 
of this establishment. If that course be 
followed, and if we surrender to an out- 
side tribunal the control of our parlia- 
mentary officers, it would be within 
the power of that body to make the 
conditions under which ‘we perform our 
duties so difficult as to vender their effi- 
cient discharge impossible. TI realize that 
you, sir, have experienced some little 
trouble in managing the staff of this 
Chamber, and I recognise that your pre- 
decessors have lad a similar exverience. 
I have no doubt, too, that your succes- 
sors in the days to come will find them- 
sevles in the same position. But the 
difficulty will be increased and not 
lessened if, in addition to managing 
the existing staff, you have also to 
manage a Public Service Commissioner 
or a Public Service Board. I look upon 
Parliament as the supreme Court—the 
highest Court—which controls not merely 
its own staff, but also the whole of the 
people of Australia by means of its wisely 
designed legislation and by the adminis- 
tration’ of that legislation. Holding that 
view, | do not like the idea of calling in 
an outside body to assist us in the manage- 
ment of our own officers. More than that, 
with a strong Publie Service Board and a 
weak President—a condition of affairs 
readily conceivable—onr position here 
would become intolerable. 


Senator Fori.—Is not the recommen- 
dation of the President and Speaker 
merely, that our parliamentary officers 
shall be transferred to the control of the 
Public Service Commissioner for classi- 


fication purposes? 


Senator GARDINER—Whenever I 
see the rights of this Senate being inter- 
fered with in any way, I am not inclined 
to say that one infringement is a small 
one, and that another is a big one. My 
protest is against the principle of in- 
fringement. J take it that this Parlia- 
ment is absolutely supreme, and is not to 
be compared in any way with outside’ De- 
partments of the Public Service. 


should 


Senator Brenny.—Parliament 
always control its own officers. 


iat permanent. 


— BT66- “Control of 
“Senator GARDINER.—I¢ must set the 
example of controlling its own officers, 
and it can ill-afford to voice an admis- 
sion that it is incompetent to manage its 
‘own. staff—so incompetent that it has to 
-eall to its aid an outside body for the 
purpose of classifying the members of 
that staff. I object to the recommenda- 
tion which is contained in the paper that 
has been submitted, on the ground that 
it 1s altogether derogatory to the dignity 
of - Parliament. Honorable senators 
ought, therefore, to protest against it. 
Personally. I recognise that you, sir, dur- 
ing the many years that you have occupied 
the office of President, must have been 
confronted with many matters that were 
disturbing and difficult to deal with. 
A staff. composed as is that of this 
Parliament will always bring to you cer- 
tain irritating troubles, but that is no 
reason why they should be brushed 
aside by the simple expedient of leaving 
the ils we know of to, say, a Public 
Service Board, and allowing that 
Board a controlling voice with you 
in the management of this 
lar: ptabuehment. Let me instance a 
‘personal matter which has come under 
y own notice. Until quite recently, 
the officer who acts as secretary to’ me in 
my capacity as Leader of the Opposition, 
and who will discharge similar duties 
when I am gone, was under the con- 
trol of the Public Service Commissioner. 
He was given notice by the Commissioner 
that his services were to terminate on the 
dist December last. He is a married 
man with a family. He had been in the 
Service since 1914, but did not go to the 
war—during which period, as we all 
know, no temporary officers were made 
However, as I was not pre- 
pared to hand over my correspondence 
to some one I did not know, I protested 
against the dismissal of an officer who 
had served me in a manner to which 
I could take absolutely no exception, 
and whose trustworthiness was beyond 
question ; but the Public Service Com- 
Missioner was quite satisfied that he 
must be replaced, and my protests were of 
no avail. This was an officer who, to all 
intents and purposes, was attached to the 
Senate, seeing that he was serving some 
endiwho: was a member of the Séniatey but 
he was not under the control. of Ma: 


particu-. 


[SENATE] i 
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} of my correspondence. 


‘trol of the President. 































spondence for nine moe on ‘th 
tion, terminating in the officer go 
of the Public Service; but a Cony 


may engage whoa I like - to ae 
Tt is an 


imself 3 is concerned. ia). 
Senator Baxnar.—But it certai 
dicates the stand taken up by the 
able senator. heat 
* Senator GARDINER that. E Re 
but my point is that months of irri 
annoyanee have been occasioned. ~ 


the’ Public Service Chimie tee in 
regard. I need not appeal to honor: 
senators. They would feel equally witl th 

me how objectionable it is to be ob. . 
to intrust one’s ESO: 


my . predecessor, Senator E. int s 
whom he was serving when hail L 
able senator was Leader of the Oppe 
tion. In fact, it was on that honor 
senator’s usommmend Rie that, when 
became Leader of the Opposition, a) 2c 
tinued to employ this officer in ‘the ~ 
tion he was then occupying. I 1 

mention this matter to show that the 
pect of placing the attendants attach 
the Senate under the control of the. 
lic Service Commissioner are not vet 
couraging. In fact, I venture t 
that we ought not to agree to the re 
mendation to transfer them from the 
I protest tag: 
control being exercised over officer: 
either House by any one but consti 
tional. officers of Parliament elected to 
their positions by the members of eitk 
House. Parliament is supreme ‘4 
every Department, and is the ‘highest 
Court in the Commonwealth, and we hay 

no right to say that we are prepared 
intrust. the management ‘of its afla 
any body except that which is di: 
appointed by sian geise' gemnbor . r 
House. 3 


tralia) [3.14] ond view ne the fa 
re have Ry motion on the busi 





: e aia or of Bia various PN DRL TDD 


inted by the Senate. 


In any case, 
its opinion taken before the 
‘that the servants of Parliament 


y Service Commissioner, when Par- 
lg has very rightly decided that 

y must be finder the control of honor- 
Ce ae of Cee Houses. 


oe in, ° aes regard is - made, 
ole. members of both Houses ea 


“expression ie me) Nauite of the 


endation. on his part ‘that. in 
instead of senators having any 
the appointment of the officers: of 
ouse, the control: of these. officers 


issioner. 

tor. aE a 8 not the Pub- 
rice Act, have to be amended be- 
ry effect could be given to the 
mdation? | 

RESIDENT (Senator the Hon.. 
ivens).—The recommendation is 
the. Government. should consider 
sirableness: of doing 
lic vais Act is Tweet amended. 


y th Pe aeilone' to- day seems a me i 
e an underhand way. of getting behind. 
motion which is 


a which, a contend,. _should be 


PRESIDENT. cine the honorable 
_ Pe look at the document he will 
\ that. mistake, 


i Re ane ‘that Bi gocaa eee NO Heats known i 


sone Senate should have been done 
sion of a recommendation to the 


| be transferred to the control of the 


ent to resign from a position he. 
pies by virtue of his office, and a. 


be vested in the Public. Service 


so when 


now. before the 


because the. 


ni, ees came: Tegal sanction to Bes Seiten 






















































nothing about this document, in sponge 
opinion it should have been allowed tox 
remain where it has been reposing until 
the motion on the business-paper touch- 
ing on the same question has: beam 
disposed of. The motion raises the quess i 
tion of the desira bility of appointing. @ 
Select Committee to inguire into all 
these matters, and goes a great ake i 
further. than ‘is “proposed in the recom-— a 
mendation ‘read to us by the President. 

If the President does not wish to fulfil 
duties which his post. imposes on him, I 
have no objection to him resigning, or 
recommending that they should be in- 
trusted to some one else. During his 
administration so many debatable. ques 
tions have arisen that the inquiry Sigs, 3 
gested in my motion has become an — 
absolute necessity, and evidently the 
President recognises this. At any rate, 
one would judge so by the attitude he 
has taken up to-day. It is the most — 
extraordinary stand imaginable in the 
circumstances. However, I think the — 
motion asking for an inquiry should be 
proceeded with. If the Senate approved 
of it, Parliament would know exactly 
the position of the various Committees 
in relation to the President, and whether - 
it would be better to transfer the con-— 
trol of the officers of the Senate to the 
Public Service Commissioner: To bring — 
forward a proposal of the kind at this_ 





juncture seems to me an daa dt to. ad 7 


behind my motion. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [3. 201 
—When the recommendation was tabled, 
T had some doubt as to whether it could. 
be given effect to without an amendment 
of the Public Service Act. Now, sir, I 
want to tell vou this: I have the very 
greatest respect for your position and for 
you personally; but I would hesitate to 
vote for, or be a party to, any movement — 
the object of which was to relieve you of 
certain functions vested in you by virtue 
of your position. [ believe you are the 
proper person to discharge those duties, 
I am sorry if some of the criticism that 
has been directed at you irritates, but ae 
am going to support you m your Hao 
tion, for I believe you have: carried cub — 
your duties excellently Notwithstanding _ 
that’ the recommendation is to be saareones 
I tell honorable senators that I will aed 
no sense be a party to: any. action that 































































ae eae of aly Hwee that are at! | 
With Senator 


_ present vested in you. 
Gardiner, with whom I do not often 
agree, I believe that Parliament, which 
creates all Departments, _ should be 
supreme in regard to the supervision of 
the officers under its immediate control 
_ for the carrying out of our individual and. 
collective duties. Parliament, and the 
Senate in particular, would be doing 
something very far- -reaching in its ulti- 
mate effect, and pernicious to a degree, 
if we, with all due respect to you, sir, 
‘sanctioned the recommendation contained 
‘in the paper, the motion to print which is 
now before the Senate. If out of cour- 
tesy to you, sir, I support the motion, I 
ae: it will not be taken to indicate that 
_ I approve in any way of the recommenda- 
tion, for I have sufficient confidence in 
you to know that you will always dis- 
charge your duties in a satisfactory man- 
ner. JI shall vote for the motion, but I 
shall strongly oppose any attempt to so 
alter the Public Service Act as to give 
- effect to the recommendation, to the Prime 
ites a 
_ Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [3.24]. 
We are all indebted to Senator Gar- 
diner for opportunely sounding a. very 
grave note of warning in connexion with 
this particular matter. We are under 
-a disadvantage in discussing the motion 
owing to the fact that we do not_ know 
the contents of the paper. Very often 
on motions of this kind we are acquainted 
with the whole of..the contents of a cer- 
tain paper, becausé it has either been 


printed previously and circulated amongst. 


_members elsewhere, or we have had ac- 
cess to its but on this occasion we only 
_know, from the statement given by you, 
Sir, what is its purport. Like Senator 
Gardiner and Senator Bakhap, I strongly 
believe in Parliament retaining the con- 
trol of its own officers. Senator Gardiner 
gave an illustration of the disadvantages 
of any other system: There is a per- 
sonal note in his statement, because. it 
‘relates to an officer who acts as private 
secretary to the Leader of the Opposi- 















the 
led 


out, certain 


action taken by 
pare: Service 


Commissicner has 


i Re with the result that. 

ig now fate.) to Senator Gardiner, ae 
Hiei sonally, to select his own secretary | to 
hi replace the one who has been acting | for 


Ay ; 
oH bah) 





he 





able position. 


the Ha pwerments of 


tion in the Senate, and, as he has pointed . 


sanepaetey| in every ren 


him, ana ae Ae San : r I A 


his predecessor. This i is 
But let 2 
illustration—that of an ae nee ac 


unimportant, but, as a tienen of 
it is highly important, and it strengt 
the position as stated by Senato 
diner. We have a network of tel 

here, and an attendant at the p 
mentary telephone switchboard ® { 
attendant very rarely comes in conta 

with members of either House, but 
after he has been at the switchbo 
a little while, he begins to learn abc 
individual mem 
so that when he receives a call 
telephone at any particular hour ; 
day, the attendant is almost certain 
know whether or not the memb 
ferred to has Shah: whether i 


operate of every individual ‘mel 1 
but, unfortunately, as he acquire 


he -is removed rch ‘the ‘switchbe 
and another attendant takes hi 
with the result that, when the excha 
calls for some particular. membe 
new attendant, not being ~ 
with his movements. makes a 
inquiry, and then, if unsuccessfu 
vices the caller that he is not a 
I know of numbers of instances in | 
this has occurred, all due to the fa 
that the attendant is unaware oO 
movements of members. Of cou 
am not blaming the attendants. | 
have shown themselves, one and all. 
apt and ready to familiarize ther 
with the procedure of the two H 


and the. activities of the | Col 
tees with which members are. assocl 
/ but, unfortunately, they have > Ah 
time to acquire this particular _ | 


ledge before they are removed. I 
were under the control of Parliame | 
of its duly accredited authorities in 


if 


Houses, we would have a ee 


that, when the opportunity = for 
discussion of. this parti 


the Senate, as well as the 








ape aia . PEARCE Gee Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [3.28].—I had 
10° aces when I submitted the motion, 
; there would be any discussion at all, 
ause I thought that, honorable sena- 
, would want to ascertain what the 
ur ent contained, and my object, in 


aper referred to, was to give them 
pportunity. ‘I do not think it is 
fair to assume, as Senator de 
gie seemed to assume, that this docu-. 
i had been produced as the result off 
1etion which he had placed upon the 
ce-paper. It is only fair to the Presi- 
(Senator Givens) to point out 
the Shey is dated: 3rd 

i that it is obvious 
could i have been the re- 


ie fest: wees Again, as the 
esident has pointed out, this is a re- 
eh commendation to the ie rn irent, for 
cor nsideration in connexion with the pro- 
| amendment to the Public Service 
Act, and that being so, no action could 
be taken upon it. either by the Govern- 
‘meat c or the President and Speaker, with- 
0 nae Indorsement of dhs aca 


sei ae a matter of fact, in the course 
eing taken, he is seeking to bring 
atter before ion aunt gata in the only 


mator Kratinc.—It is hoped that 


re 4 


ae a not accept the re- 


oe 8. at r PEARCE. i am, of course, 
peaking figuratively. This is a question 
jament, and if the Government 
any proposal, it would, of 
for the consideration of Par- 


iy There would be no endeavour 


But, as the ‘point has been 
€ oe clear ae T 


have a perfectly open eind on ‘this: sub- 


mitting the motion for the printing of, 














































"ject. I am not going to commit myself, 
but I refuse to attach to the motion’ that 
great importance which some honorable — i 
senators have tried to attach to it. 
It does not propose, as honorable senators — 
seem to think, to take the officers of the 
Parliament out of the control of Mr. Pre- | 
sident and Mr. Speaker. As I read the 
proposal, it is that, as regards the classi- 
fication of those officers and the fixation — 

of their salaries, the recommendation — 
shall come from the Public Service Com- _ 
missioner in the same way as all other 
public servants’ salaries and classifica- 
tions are dealt with by him. Ce 





Senator pp Larcrs.—That means prac 
tically the whole control. 


Senator PEARCE.—It does not. The 
Public Service Act, in respect of the 
Public Service generally, goes very much 
further. For instance, the President and — 
the Speaker have the power to eae 
any officer of Parliament, or to dismiss 
any officer of Parliament. No Minister 
has that power of dismissal, Under the 
Pubhe Service Act, a Minister may sus- 
pend, but he cannot dismiss. That can. 
only be done by the Public Service Com-. 
missioner after.a long and complicated 
process laid down in the Publie Service — 
Act itself. The only proposal that the 
President and Speaker are putting for- — 
ward for the consideration of the Go- 
vernment is that, should an amending — 
Public Service Bill be brought in, then © 
the classification and fixation of ce 
salaries of the officers of Parliament 
should be done by the Public Service 
Commissioner, and not by them. I do 
not commit myself on that question. Bes 
express no opinion on it, but that is what 
it amounts to. I do not see, therefore, 
that we can say it is a _ very grave 
or important matter. It has importance, — 
but it does not warrant the terms that 
have been applied to it. The printing — 
of the paper will enable honorable sena- — 
tors to read it for themselves. If the 
Government adopt the recommendation it 
contains there will be ample opportunity 
before the Bill amending the Public Ser- 
vice Act comes forward for honorable _ 
senators to make up their minds rearing | 
it, and to deal with it, in & clara wae 





















































. Sia WILSON: (for § Se J. rE 
- Gurwen) asked. the Minister for 
fer ce, upon notice— 

1. Whether Collins Brothers, of Geelong, or 
any other woollen manufacturers. accepted Go- 

--yernment contracts for the supply of all wool 
flannel required for our soldiers and supplied 
: adulterated material? 

2, Will the Minister make available the 

e whole of the correspondence between the De- 
partment of Military Supplies and Collins 
~ Brothers, of Geelong, relative to the contract 











ve contracts with the manufacturers men> 
tioned? ry eh 

a Senator PEARCE.—The answers 
_are— 


a Collins Brothers supplied. flannel to the 
Ce yncut in 1916, which was not up to the 
 eontract standard, and which was accepted at 
a reduced. price. 
2. The honorable member may see the official 
- file: of correspondence on the subject at the De- 
fence Department on application to the Sec- 
a Vague for Defence. 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 


Mr. Justick Ewine: DisM1SsED 
OFFICIALS. 


 abwier ELLIOTT asked the Me nistes 


: Nee estate the Minister for Home and 
s A emetites, upon notice— - 


1. Have the Government been able to recover 
Sey from Mr. Justice Ewing the moneys expended 
ia "| him beyond his authority when acting: as a 
~ Royal Commission in the Northern Verritory; 
& ae if not, why not? 

. When may the report of the Solicitor- 
he in relation to the dismissed: officials: of 
the Northern Territory be expected to be laid 
en the table of the Senate, as recently. pro- 


fe 





mised, and will the Minister expedite the 
i: _ Matter? , | 
Senator RUSSELL.—The answers 







1. The Prime Minister is now in communi- 
ation with. Mr. Justice Ewing on this matter. 
_ 2. In view of legal action “contemplated by 
the late officers, it is not now intended to make 


vailable. the Solicitor-General’s report. 





RECORDS OF AUSTRALIAN 
IMPERIAL FORCE. 

Senator ELLIOTT asked the Miniter 
for Defence, upon notice— 

he aware whether a great quantity of the 
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aiding is ape oe ni ft co 
every possible: precaution is. taken: 
guard them. Arrangements h 
coe for ose transfer to. } 






Sr otsan Se ae ‘Chel 
seth $ aby tt tment. 


ato) — 
Supply Bill (No. 4 ‘1920- a1, 
Wiar Service: Ele Bille 


caeey KEATIN G. . (Tasman 
—This Bill, although very sm: 
pearance, will be very far-reaching 
effects if we pass it into law i in 
form. Its two principal — 
amount to radical alterations: of 
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Honorable: senators will ri 
fact at ero abuisee 












High Bouete is a bade as ‘oe 
aptly said, which is constituted 
the Constitution. There ie 

quarters a disposition, — 
several occasions, to call i 

very, existence yy the | 
TS the Ph spp 
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re, prepared to criticise the High Court 
an institution. Many honorable sena- 
Ss and members of phe aha are a 


d limits the expression of bis aa Pg) 
will. We must get back to the ‘fundamental 
“principle that, the as the Parliament of 


he people of te Caiman shih: pedine 
_ to the will of the people of the several 
States, . expressed at referenda taken at 
the initiation of Federation, so, too, is 
the High Court the creation of the people 
of the Commonwealth, and its existence 
‘is the expression of their will. It is an 
independent and co-ordinate organ of the 
overnment of the Commonwealth. That 
part of the Commonwealth Constitution 
which is headed ‘‘ The Judicature ’’ opens 
‘with the words ‘‘ The judicial power of 
he Commonwealth shall be vested in a 
ederal Supreme Court. to be called the 
igh: Oourt of Australia. .....’’ The 
igh Court is, .therefore, equally the 
‘creation of the Commonwealth people with 
this Parliament. This Parliament did 
i ‘not create the High Court, although it 
designated, through its Executive, the 
particular holders of the first offices and 
‘their successors. The High Court has 
“been brought into being just the same as 
this Parliament has been, and its func- 
_ tions are assigned to it by the Constitu- 
_ tion. It has to determine whether or not 
_ after the establishment: of the Common- 
wealth any legislation by’ State or Com- 
_ monwealth which may be called in ques- 
- tion is valid or invalid. 
Originally the High Court consisted 
_ of three members, and a majority of 
SE them, that is two, were able to give 
a final and binding decision as to 
the constitutionality .or otherwise of 
\ a State or Federal Act. Later, the 
ary! : High Court was increased numerically 
cee - from three to five Justices, and three out 
te of the five were able to give a binding 
decidion as to the constitutionality or 
otherwise of State or Federal legislation. 
- Since this Bill was introduced, these cir- 
cumstances have been quoted as a reason 
_ why we should regard three Justices, if 







il Ocroper, 1920.] 


Bill, om 


coneurring, as quite suffic! ee to cive a 
binding decision as to the validity 


or constitutionality of a State or 
Commonwealth Act. I contend that 
those circumstances do not justify 
us in adopting this proposal,  be- 


cause at the time Parliament made the 
present provision, namely, that an abso- 
lute majority of the full Bench of seven 
Justices should be required to coneur in 
determining the validity or otherwise of 
State or Commonwealth legislation, this 
Parliament had before it the fact that in 
the early days there were only three 
Judges, which number was later increased 
to five, and that, in consequence of the 
practice adopted previously, two Judges 
were competent to give a decision, and 
later three. In the light of those facts, 
and with experience closer to them, Par- 
lament decided, without a division, if I 
remember aright, that when the Bench 
consisted of seven Judges, four at least 
should concur in determining the vahdity 


‘or otherwise of Commonwealth or State 


legislation. The reasons that applied 
then, when Parliament insisted upon the 
concurrence of at least four Judges, apply 
equally, and with perhaps greater - 
strength, to-day. 
Senator Rowe tt. 
able under present conditions ? 


Senator KEATING.—I will come to 
that. The real abstract reasons for re- 
quiring four to concur were enipha esas) 
placed before the members of another 
Chamber when the present Prime Minis- 





‘ter (Mr. Hughes), as Attorney-General, 


introduced a measure in the House of Re- 
presentatives. ‘He strongly insisted that 
no legislation of this Parliament should | 


be declared to be invalid unless by an ab- 


solute majority of the Full Court. of 
seven. It did not necessarily mean that 
seven Judges would have to sit, but four 
of the Full Bench of seven had to con- 
cur in determining the validity of legisla- 
tion, The reasons that applied then ap- 
ply equally now... The Senate is a State 
Chamber, and it has more particularly in- 
trusted to it than another place the 1n- 
terests of the States. If this measure be- . 
comes law, it will enable three of the 
seven Judges of the High Court, if they 
concur, to affirm or deny the ‘validity 
of any piece of State legislation that may 
be called into question. The passing of 





eortain State lonslnnion contemporane- 
ously with this Parliamént passing Com- 
_monwealth legislation, may be called into 
question. 

“Senator Crawrorp. — That is bee 
Rai at the present time. 





ae not think there will be a unanimous de- 
cision in that regard. We have insisted 
for years that an absolute majority of 
the Full Bench shall be required to de- 
‘termine the validity of legislation, State 
or Commonwealth; and, although T have 
closely watched what ‘has been taking 
place here and elsewhere, I cannot see 


¥ 


_ that anything has arisen to justify us in 


Ppestine from our present, position. 
Senator Rowell has just interjected that 
eee is something in the nature of a 
Oe cat difficulty. I believe there 1s, 
and that it can be reduced to this: One 
- of the seven Judges of the High Court 
has assigned to him SbitEA non work, 
which takes up so much of his time that, 
wery often, he is not available for service 
upon the Bench in High Court matters, 
a vin which, possibly, the validity of State 
es ‘Federal laws may be in question. The 
second Judge, until recently, was also 
Mery, lar gely. engaged in arbitration mat- 
ters; but it is hoped, by the establish- 
ment of a separate Arbitration Court for 
the Pubhe Service, that his work will be 
reduced, and that one Judge of the High 
Court will be able to grapple with it. 
_ Apart from that, certain Judges have not 
had leave since they took office. Mr. 








tends doing so as soon as Mr. Justice 

Powers, who is abroad, returns, That 
“will leave the High Court effectively re- 
duced to five Judges, as one will be ab- 
sent on leave out of the Commonwealth, 
and another almost chronically engaged 
on arbitration work, It is suggested 





reduce the requisite concurring number 
from four to three; but I submit, with all 
espect to the Govannment that we are 
not justified in permanently altering a 
constitutional provision because of tem- 
porary conditions created by the per- 
onal affairs of individual Judges, who 
ee the High Court Bench. I 
think is wrong, and we would 
to our trust to the 
Ys We, have to. 





























. if, bee Alley das a 


Senator KEATING.—Yes; and I do 


these es et 


5 a ustice Isaacs has not taken leave, but in- 


that that is the reason why we should 


; Court will not determine the 
Tepresent 
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ished ah ave Ahem had tio oad 
that when they had the full stren 
seven four had to agree.  Becar 

Ha Ves which 
after all, e, 
we are being sake to “depart 
fundamental principle. “I sincer tr 
that the Senate will not agree and w 
insist on four Judges concurrin 


¢ 


affirmation or denial of the vali lu : 


nn 


State or Commonwealth legislatio 
posing four Judges sat after this mee 
were gate and Commonwe a 


tion Three. J doe “might 
ope way and the fourth in another. T 
opinion of the three would hold and | 

one who dissented would be overrule 
But it might so happen that the 
tion Judge, who was not sitting, 
have agreed with the dissenting . 
It might also happen that two — 
who were not sitting would have 
with the dissenting Judge, and we 
have three J udges with one opinio 
four, only one of whom sat, holding 
other opinion: A similar case 
arise later on and a Ge as 


having a different — Bench, mig 
another decision. 


Senator RowELL.— 
to constitutional cases? 


Senator KEATING. — Yes i, 
Judges might sit and three might | 
decision one way, and the fourth b c 
ruled, notwithstanding the fact tha 
of the whole seven might be holdin + 
same view as the one ober was 
ruled. . : ty 

I want honorable copatanse to 
that the Court does not fake 
sideration or come to a d 
tion on abstract constitutional q 
tions. Constitutional questions are nt 
submitted to the High Court in 
abstract way, such as has been t 
cedure of the Supreme | Court 
United Staites of Ameri ‘and 
High Court of Australia, 


es 5 this, \ 


eat | 























otherwise of an Act unless it 
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Ae ja may A inuectare ee 
ere is a suit between ‘‘A’”’ 
or between pi Oa and the 


ae decide i in a particular — way on a 
istitutional point. Later on, there may 
“a case on the same point between 
-” and ‘‘ Y.” or between ‘‘ X ”’ and 
Commonwealth, and ‘* X," taking 
al advice upon the matiter, is informed 
that as the High Court has already given 
decision in a similar case he is not 
ly to succeed. But on further con- 


Judges who gave that decision were D, 
E nd F, and that G dissented from it, 
25 he may be told that probably K, L 
1 M would dissent from it if the case 
coul be got before a full Bench. This 

other concrete case, but precisely 
he same constitutional principle is in- 
volv d. The lawyers-would not know 
7h ch way. to advise, and they would 
pro bly. say, ‘‘If you can get so and 

‘upon the Bench, you have a chance 
of ‘upsetting the decision, but if you get 
40 and so upon it, the chances are that 
cannot be upset.’? This 
inevitably Jead to uncertainty. 
he law is uncertain enough, Heaven 

y knows, and there is nothing worse 
in Saag than adding to that un- 
certat Af we ae this. Bill we shall 
Time 
Desi phe, complaint i been made 


enerally, that we do not know what 
our constitutional powers. One of 
reasons why an absolute majority of 
ull strength of the High Court 


3 is that we may possess a greater 
asure of certainty in connexion with 


eS, i. pncediaiaty in. respect of our 
“0 oe limitations will be very 
e will not agree to oe proposal. 
pore ry and personal circum- 


“Any legal Aavicek. will ie 
ecision given by three Justices 
nly one dissentient may possibly be 
the one. dissentient, and the 


should | determine constitutional 


Peay can- ge e 


ie 


eration he may be advised that the | 


in another place, and in the coun-— 


vw 


Supreme Courts of the States, 


| appeals, of this” character eae ens, 


BE LONG the same Bench. Agente 
most of these appeals will be from the — 
judgment of the Supreme Courts of the | : 
tates. Many of these tribunals are vy 
strong both numerically and from the 
standpoint of judicial attainments. i; 
Senatcr Witson.—Those Courts are 
usually composed of three Judges. haere 
Senator KEATING.—Sometimes they | 
consist of four Judges, but three Judges — 
generally constitute a quorum. In New 
South Wales the strength of the Judiciary — 
of the Full Court is six. Here it is five. 


Senator Eruiorr.—And they are bound 
by their own decisions. 

Senator KEATING.—Yes. It must 
also be remembered that cur High Court 
is recruited from the same field as are the | 
From the | 
stand-point of judicial eminence, experi-_ te 
ence, integrity and ability, there i is, upon — 
the surface, nothing to choose between 
them. There are,men of the highest at 
tainments, and of the greatest degree of 
integrity to be found upon the Supreme — 
Court Benches of the several States, just 
as there are similar men to be found upon 
the High Court Bench. Yet we are now 
asked to invest a minority of the High 
Court with power to overturn their de- 
cisions upon the gravest constitutional 
issues. . Us 

Let me institute a comparison with. — 
the United States. What is the posi- 
tion there? In the United States the 
Supreme Court consists of nine Justices— — 
a Chief Justice and eight Associate Jus- 
tices. In connexion with constitutional — 
appeals, the decision of which forms the i 
principal function of that body, a quorum — 
of the Bench consists of six Justices. In 
other words at least six Judges must ad-. 
judicate upon such questions. Agere 
argument the majority opinion of the 
Justices is ascertained. When that has 
been done the Chief Justice assigns to 
one or other of his colleagues the duty of 
expressing that opinion in writing. ‘The 
opinion is put in writing, and is again 
submitted to the whole of the Justices, : : 
when, if a majority should concur in it, — 
it hecomes the decision of the Court. 
But there must be a majority in favour 
of any decision. In other words, there 
must be four out of six Justices, or five | 
put of nine Justices, who concur in it. — 
That is the position.in the United States 
of America. I nave already said that 
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5774. Judiciary 
the principal function of the Supreme 
Court of that country. There, the judi- 
ela] functions of that tribunal have been 
very carefully regulated. Here, the 
judicial power of the Commonwealth is 
practically exercised by the High Court: 
Personally, I think that that tribunal has 
too much to do, and that'it would be bet- 
ter if it were afforded greater opportuni- 
ties of concentrating, particularly upon 
constitutional! questions, under section 74 
of our Constitution. In the United 
States of America, in addition to the 
Court of which I have spoken, there are 
Federal Courts called Circuit Appeal 
Courts, Federal Circuit Courts, and Fede- 
ral District Courts. There are eighty- 
nine of these District Courts, presided 
over by Federal Judges — Judges of in- 
ferior standing, and who are in receipt of 
a lower remuneration than are their 
Supreme Court Judges. There are 
twenty-nine Circuit Court Judges and 
nine Circuit Courts of Appeal, which deal 
with a number of appeals, not appeals 
upon constitutional questions, but appeals 
from lower Courts. 

Senator Rowxri.—What constitutes a 
quorum of the Privy Council? 

Senator KEATING.—I think that it 
is three, but I am not quite sure. 

Senator Prarce.—lIt is three. 

Senator KEATING. — The Privy 
Council is a body which is not compar- 
able to any other tribunal in the world. 
It is not a Court in the strict sense of 
the term at all. There are very few, 
even’ amongst those who have been asso- 
ciated with the Privy Council, who can 
give definite information as to its posi- 
tion, its limitations, and its functions, 
These have varied from time to time, and 
the history of the Privy Council is a very 
complicated one.. That tribunal seems 
to have developed by no method or rule 
as other bodies do. 

The. other provision in the Bill 
which we are now considering deals 
with the question of criminal jurisdiction. 
When I first looked at the measure I 
thought that that provision was all right, 
and to a large extent I think that it is so 
still. Until 1915 we had no legislation 
whatever dealing with Federal criminal 
jurisdiction. But in that year, during 
the war period, we passed a Bill to amend 

\ the. J ome Act which enabled the 
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_ the High Court. 
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High Court to deal with eriminal off 
of a Federal character. In that 
sure we provided that it should be 
petent for the Attorney-General of 
Commonwealth to file an indictment 
the High Court against any individ 
for any alleged criminal’ offence of 
Federal character, and we declared 
the High Court should. be compet 
deal with such an indictment forth 
As honorable senators are aware, the 
dinary procedure in criminal matters 
each of the States is as follows:—W 
a man is arrested under warrant upo 
criminal charge he is: brought before an 
inferior tribunal, either a Court of pet a 
sessions, a magistrate, or a body | 
magistrates, when the case against h 
is presented. There, he may either 
serve his defence, or he may enter upon - 
But that tribunal has no power to d 
with him finally. It must either dism1 
the charge against him absolutely, 4 
commit him for-trial by a jury im the 
Supreme Court or in a District ol 
Sessions Court. ‘That is the ordinar 
course of criminal procedure under Br 
tish systems of jurisprudence. The re 
sult is that a man against whom a crimi 
nal charge is laid has. the option at th 
first hearing of deciding whether he shal 
then open his defence and take the chane 
of securing a dismissal of the chai 
against him, or whether he shall res 
his defence until he is tried before 
Supreme Court or other higher Cc 
and a jury. It may be that he® 
unfamiliar with all the cirecumsta 
in connexion with which suspicion has 
rested upon him. He may, therefore 
require time to prepare his defence, and 
4lso an opportunity of investigating t 
character of the witnesses who have been 4 
ealled against him, and he may furth 
desire to test the ilies of their eviden 8 
Between the time when he is committe 
for trial and the period when he come 
up for trial his defence may be prepa 
When we passed the Amending Judiciary 
Act in 1915, we had no Criminal Proee- © 
dure Act for the Commonwealth, The | 
was no provision to enable any particul 
tribunal, such as a Court of petty sessic 
ora body’ of magistrates, to hear a char 
of a criminal character against any in 
vidual, and to commit ba for ae b 
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r ade from the normal ‘alan ty | 


as cewek asaat have ee aw 
: oe cases are not. 
ty State of ‘the | 





aan fond a getaeael ined then 
fore a magistrate, justices, or a Co 
of petty sessions, and the charge agai: 
him, must either be dismissed by that 
bunal or he must be committed for tri 
He is thus afforded an opportunity of p 
paring his defence. If it is dismiss 
the matter is done with. If the accused 
is committed for trial, he has an oppor- 
‘tunity of preparing a defence, and the 
case goes up for trial. That is the ordi- i 
nary procedure in every State, but over — 
and above that particular procedure the 
| Attorney-General has in the several States 
the reserve power to indict an individual - 
directly without previous trial or inquiry 
in the lower Court. How often has this — 
reserve power been exercised ? The normal - 
and ordinary procedure is that which I 
have described, but here we are asked to 
enact nothing but what is the reserve 
power in the States. That is to say, we. 
are asked to make the reserve power in a 
the States the ordinary normal proce ie 
in the Commonwealth. “ihn 

Senator Pzarce.—That is a misrepre- 
sentation of the position. | 

Senator KEATING.—lIt is not. The 
ordinary reserve power which exists in 
each State has been referred to elsewhere 
as justifying this amendment. _ 

Senator Prarce.—Does the honor, ‘ 
senator contend that. this is the procedure 
which would be adopted normally ? | 

Senator KEATING. — I do not say | 
that. What I maintain is that this ds” Ui 
all we are asked to enact now. a4 fae 

Senator Pearce.—The honorable sena- : 
tor says that the Senate is being asked to 
make what is the reserve power of the 
States the ordinary normal power of the 
Commonwealth. | 

Senator KEATING.—That is sO. : Wel, 
are asked to do that in this Bill. a 

Senator Pearnce.—We are not. 

Senator KEATING.—Before we oe 
the Act of 1915 the Commonwealth had — 
the power to prosecute for indictable of- 
fences. Section 69 of the principal Act 
provided that an indictment could. ‘be 
laid in the High Court; or in the Supreme ‘ 
Court of a State, by the Attorney-General 
of the Commonwealth or by any other 
person appointed in that behalf by the — 
Gover iat General. Linea that. ‘ 






















2S sie Supreme Cearts ‘BF the States. 
Why, therefore, is there necessity for this 
amendment ? We already have the power 
to act through the Attorneys-General of 
the different States. 


Senator PEarce. —Why cannot the At-— 


Pay General of the Commonwealth have 
ia phenity to act on his own behalf? 


_ Senator KEATING.—He ought to be 
‘in @ position to do so, but only “when the 
iabemery criminal procedure applies to 
the High Court. It was not until 1915 
that we sought power to endow the High 
Court with criminal jurisdiction, wha 
A osed to give the Commonwealth At- 
_ tomey-General power to bring an offender 
“before that Court by direct. indictment. 
But when that proposal was put to Par- 
_Tament, it said, ‘‘ This will be an altera- 
tion for the period of the war, and six 
: months longer, and shall not continue in, 
force afterwards.’’s We are now asked to 
make it perpetual. I ask the Senate not 
to do so. We certainly ought to let the 
- Attorney-General have this reserve power, 
but first let us have a proper criminal 
; _ procedure provided, so that when it is de- 
- eided, without the intervention of State 
“Courts or the assistance of State Attor- 
" neys-General, to prosecute an individual 
for an alleged offence against the Com- 
_ monwealth criminal Jaw, there will be in 
existence a procedure somewhat analogous 
to that which is in operation in the 
" States. Then the Attorney-General can 
take. ids reserve power, but do not let us 
start off by conferring upon him a power 
which is only held in reserve by the At- 
_torneys- General of the several States, and 
which is practically never exercised. No 
matter what the Minister may say, the 
only power we are asked to give the Com- 
-monwealth Attorney-General is the re- 
ae “serve power which the State Attorneys- 
General enjoy but do not exercise, leay- 
Oh ing the ordinary criminal procedure to be 
followed in all normal actions. The State 
Attorneys-General may have this reserve 
power, but that is no justification for 
vesting in the Commonwealth Attorney- 
General that power only. \ 












Senator Prarce.—it is not the only 
. ower he would have. He has two chan- 
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ae to him as well. 
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with a Federal criminal offence s 
be placed in a worse position or. in gre 
jeopardy than he would beif he were hb 
prosecuted by a State, The Commonw 
Attorney-General has ample Pp 
present through the deputies 
several States who may be ne dai: 
the Governor- Spine 


Bes doing so, ane a Veoh ae | 
eye of procedure that would ete 


Sorrel this leeisl ation. 
is wanted let it be exercised eho! 
reserve power auxiliary ‘bg 
criminal Usha tas obt ay 4 
State. 


Senator PEARCE. —That is all 
for. Ihieteh 


Séhintor EARLE (Pomme 
A layman approaches a measur 
kind with considerable temerit: 
do not wish to record a vote in opposi 
to the Bill unless I am given some 
for doing so. We are all ba 
Senator Keating for the very 
analysis he has made of the measure: 
has given us some food for thought, wh 
will necessarily make us. very ca 
exercising our votes, either on the 


reach that stage. I agree with 
orable senator that it is very da: 
to allow constitutional question 
settled by a minority of the Hig 
It is quite possible, in several even 
ties which the honorable senator has 
lined, that a decision may be arrr 
on a constitutional question vital - 
interests of a State, by a mince 
the Justices constituting the Hig | 
and that subsequently a different ¢ : 
may be given when there is a 
of the Naan Me realize : 
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rk, and because, in the wear 
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ot bie phase if yh question re- 
to by Senator Keating is also im- 


( » followed in criminal cases, and 
h the: preliminary — trial \ before a 
stipendiary magistrate or justice of the 
may be all-important to the person 
ed in the preparation of-his defence. 
nator Prarcr.—In 999 cases out of 
1,000, that will be the procedure followed. 
Senator EARLE—But it is not pro- 
for in the present J udiciary Act. 
Senator Prarce.—Neither is. the pro- 
be laid down in the State Act. 


r EARLE —I understand the 


a that it will be Eee in very “excep- 
1 cases that the power this Bill seeks 
estow upon it wil be exercised. But 


grave injustiee dihe to an bagi dual. 
a a state sae war, [1 am hen 


) Ss Wane to fhe jndividual. 
12 raed Dah a an offence against the Com- 
awealth, he may perhaps be convicted 


ay ae | be ruined; whereas, if 

had the same opportunity ‘for 
his defence before the tribunals 
ice now : Sane in the clea 


T ‘ee his- HELD Unless i 
can say something in rebuttal 


| nt Ole wad) 
icncaat the Tact ee certain | 


.. We all know the ordinary pro-- 


pot exci or aM tae eircum-’ 


ed by the honor. | 





Aeneas senator. a has. | 
ceded me (Senator K eating), | 
elined to refuse to place in the hands Hf 
the High Court more ee powe : 












ahha be, 


Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [4. 20]. 
I am ‘strongly in favour of the views. pu 
forward by Senator Keating, partie 
larly in regard to the proposition to mak 
decisions of the High Court on constit 
tional questions dependent on the verdict 
of three Justices only. Throughout the — 
British Empire, with the one exceptions! 
the Privy Council, the Courts have always — 
been bound by their own decisions. Theat)? 
is to say, when a point has once ‘been — 
decided by a Court, any other Oourt 
of equal rank has been bound by that ‘ 
particular decision. This rule’ has 
applied to all the Supreme Courts of the 
Dominions and the Courts in Great Bri-- 
tain right up to the House of Lords. At 
no time have they held themselves free — 
to overrule a previous decision. This — 
very admirable rule has led to absolute — 
certainty, so far as the facts can be ap- — 
plied to any particular case, with the © 
result that a legal practitioner, if — Hie 
knows the law, is able to give pretty de- 
finite advice to a client. The remedy 
then is clear. If the law, as interpreted i 
by any Court, conflicts with the views of — 
the people, if can be altered by an. ee 
of Parliament, and in that way only. — 
The Privy Council, on the other hand, i 
has always taken the stand that it is 
free to set aside a previous decision — 
if it is considered manifestly wrong. — 
No doubt the Privy Council has been 
guided to some extent by the fact 
that it is a Court of Appeal from every © 
part of the Empire, and so has to deal 
with many different systems of law. In : 
Cape Colony, for instance, the Roman 
Dutch law is in operation, and it is pos-— 
sible that members of the Privy Council 
are not always altogether familar with — 
its interpretation in South Africa, and : 
so, in general principle, they have held — 
themselves free to reverse previous — de- ; 
cisions, although this has been done only i 
on very rare occasions. When the Hig he i 
Court of Australia was established it eae. i 
early laid down that the Justices would | 4 
follow the practice of the Privy Council. “e 
Our system ¢ of peoueinen ional bik Aes been 





























































5778 Judiciary 
laid down in a most emphatic manner for 
many years, and a great deal of money 
has been spent by litigants to establish 
their rights. Then we got a change in 
the constitution of the Court and the 
whole thing went “by the board.” 
one can now advise with any degree of 
eertainty on constitutional questions until 
the whole procedure has been gone 
through again, and fresh pronouncements 
given by the High Court as now consti- 
tuted on these same questions that were 
thought to be finally settled for us. In 
addition, by the Ministerial proposals, it 
is prappsed to still further destroy any 
chance of arriving at finality by provid- 
ing, as Senator Keating has so ably 
pointed out, for a minority of the Court 
to give a decision, leaving it open for other 
parties tol bring the same question up 
again next week. That is to say, a pro- 
nouncement may be given this week, and 
the whole case be re-opened next week 
with a possibility of the judgment being 
upset. In view of the fact that the High 
Court thus holds itself open to overrule 
‘lis own. decisions in this way, | emphati- 
cally protest against this proposed amend- 
ment of the Judiciary Act to allow three 
Justaces of the High Court to decide im- 
portant questions. 

Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
——Minister for Defence) [4.25].—1I. think 
it is a great advantage that measures of 
this nature should be subjected to the 
most searching criticism, but I take ex- 
ception to the nature of ‘the criticism 
directed at this Bill by Senator Keating, 
because he has hardly been fair in some 
of his remarks. He.seems to be more de- 
sirous of scoring a point than of elucidat- 
ing the facts. 

- Senator Keatrinc.—No. 

Senator PEARCE. — The honorable 
senator’s remarks were certainly capable 
of that construction at all events. He 
knows the law and the Judiciary Act 
probably better than any other honorable 
senator in this Chamber, and, therefore, 
at would only have been: fair if, when 
the made one or two of his important 
points, he had drawn attention to the 
qualification contained in the Act in re- 
gard to what he had to say. He made an 
appeal that is always forceful to a Cham- 
ber of this character, an appeal in regard 
to” constitutional ‘questions as affect- 
ing State rights. Obviously that is a 
mnatter, above all others, that appeals to 


ea: in Part: XII. of sie Tue 


No. 


. of cases in regard to which the honorab 


‘as States—a matter in which this he 


































Act. He made no mention of these a 
guards, although he is quite aware of 
them, and it would appear therefore that 
he wan'ed to score a point Azalea ene 
Bill, Be 
Senator Keratrinc.—Part: XI. 
tional, and is exercisable by the € 
vernor-General only. : 


senator did not direct attention to fe 
XII. I propose to do so, and to ts 10 
what bearing it has upon the very cla 


senator made such an eloquent appea 
that is, the questions affecting the Sta 


mop is gual otanad interests 


bid XII. fea ever aout or ever “will - ‘ 
operative ? 

Senator PEARCE. Part XI 
vides— 


88. Whenever, the Govemoneenatl ref 
to the High Court for hearing and determina: 
tion any “question of law as to the validity 
of any Act or enactment of the Parliament, the 
High Court shall have jurisdiction to. hear a 
determine the matter. Be? § 

89. The matter shall be heard and iste 
mined by a Full Court consisting of all the 
Justices: ‘ 

Provided that if any of the Justices are 
sent from the Commonwealth or incapacita 
by illness, the matter may be heard and - 
mined by all the other Justices) | 

90. The Attorney-General of each. State sh 
be notified of the hearing of the matter, \ n 
be entitled to appear or be represented at . 
hearing. 

91. The High Court or a Justice may d 
that any person or class of persons or associa- 
tion claiming to be interested in the matter 
shall be notified of the hearing of the matter, 
and be entitled to appear or be lei 
the .hearing. 

92. The Court may request any eounsel te 
argue the matter as to any interest which, in 
the opinion of the Court, is affected, and as to 
which counsel dees not .appear; and the rea, 
sonable expenses thereby occasioned ‘shall be 
paid by the Commonwealth out of moneys to 
be appropriated by the Parliament. i bi 

93. The determination of the Court upon 
matter shall be final and conclusive, and: 
subject to any appeal. 

‘94. The Justices of the High Court, or 


for carrying this Part of this Act into effec 
and in particular for regulating the procedw 
in relation to any matter referred to the H 
act. in accordance with Gils be. of 

ce * 





















BARCE. sia it thes vith 
rnor-Generaly 

‘Kearine.—It applies’ only 
pot Federal ine penl or the Go- 
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"PEARCE. ay is a very im- 
alification, which i honorable 






Fearn 1 did not say +t was 
‘ I asked, Has it ever been, 
q PEARCE. _The 
- honorable senator’s interjection 
e thinks it is a dead letter. I 
4 ot aware of any case in which it: has 
been re, but I have known of ‘cases 


ed the advise ot pei mea- 
res to the High Court under that 
_and I have no doubt at all that 
part of the Act is well in the minds 
ie who Sh to pesca 





F Batable ear hae are on. ‘the 
der line and threaten to invade the 
n of State legislation. 

ator Kzatinc.—Do you think the 
ses of the High Court would give a 
a on an abstract constitutional 


cnt can he a 


f ee. 


1ajority of cone ine ad oe by 

2 A 5 Court have been given by three 
number. of J udges. 
ae hal 


knew that 


more ieee Peeeed as re- 
e constitutional rights of the 
t] us we are fe -day. The respec- 
| ‘ 12 5 Soares and 


ae done: ins ee as was ‘bei g 





- inference 


Ss eredited with common sense—would, in 


_ Feason of the fact that we: cannot oes: 





interpreted by the High Court of Au 
tralia, Senator Keating was quite conte 
that all those important judgments shot d 
be given very often by ony two J udges 


Senator 
content.. 


Senator “no 
“had. to be ’’ ‘About it. Senator Keating 
as a member of Parliament, could ha 
raised all these objections. Lf ib was not 
sate to trust decisions on constitutiona 
matters to three Justices of the Hi 
Court, he could have used his power 
as a Minister to increase the number. 
There was nothing in the constitution — 
of the High Court limiting it to 
three Justices at the outset. It is very — 
evident, therefore, that Parliament was _ 
prepared to accept the decision of three _ 
Justices, and very often less than three, _ 
on very important constitutional . ques: 
tions; -and many judgments, given by — 
only two of the Justices of the High © 
Court, are:held to be quite sound to-day. — 

IT come now to the third point, i 
raised. Senator Keating is well aware 
that the Bill does not provide: that 
the decision shall not be given by | 
more than three Judges. It is not a 
limitation, and he knows quite well that — 
the Chief Justice of the High Court has — 
the authority td convoke an assembly OE 
the Judges. He knows, too, that if he — 
were Chief Justice, he would have re- 
gard, when convoking an. assembly — SOE 
Judges, to the magnitude of the cases to — 
be decided. Any human being gifted with 
common sense-—and the Chief Justice of i 
the High Court of Australia must be. 










































the interests of the Court over which he- 
presides, and for its good name, require sh 
the attendance of as many Judges as 
were available to decide these import- — 
ant constitutional questions, This has — 
been the invariable procedure. Senator 
Keating might well have put forward those 
three points, because we are not. here 
simply to destroy measures but to offer 
constructive criticism of them. Those 
points seem to me to be qualifications ROE 
Senator Keating’s criticism which, hold- 
ing the position “he does, and being one of 
the few lawyers in a body of laymen, he 
might very properly have brought under 
notice. We are in a more difficult position 
than many of the States in this regard, by 



























a “Deputy, or mutha" ES or ‘Commis- 


ye ls by reason of illness or other cause. 
We must appoint a Judge, under the terms 
of the Constitution, for life. Therefore, 
in the case of iMness, it 1s quite conceivable 
that, even with the High Court Bench at 
et present strength, we might not be able 
ei secure the attendance of four Judges. 
That i is a factor that should be taken into 

, consideration by the Senate./ 

- Senator Keating also, somewhat unfairly, 

depreciated the comparison with the Privy 

~ Council. 

matters not, perhaps, of a constitutional 

character as referred to in our legislation, 

but of constitutional bearing, arising out 

_ of individual cases. 

of the Empire, and deals with matters of 
wide effect. 

Senator Knarmve.—The Privy Guinan 
- does not lay down the law of the Empire. 

Senator PEARCE.—It does, because 

| “he judgment of the Privy Council upon, 
+ funy point is recognised and observed by 
| the Courts of the Empire. 

- Senator Kratinc.—The Privy Council 
is not the final Court of Appeal for any 
ae in Great Britain. It is the Court 
of Appeal only from the Courts of what 

are called ‘“the Colcenies and Planta- 
Vi tions.”? 
Senator PEARCE —When the Privy 
Council has given judgment in a case 
-eoming from any of the Dominions, liti- 
_ gants are well advised by their counsel to 
accept it as final on that issue, because 
they know that their opponents” may 
appeal to the Privy Council, which will 
stand by its previous judgment. Will 
Senator Keating admit that a litigant in 
_ Australia can appeal to the Privy Council 
from the High Court on other than con- 
HA - ttitutional matters ? 
a) Senator Keratine.— Yes. 
- Senator PEARCE.—Then any judg- 
“ment which the Privy Council gives in 
that appeal is taken as a standard and 
‘guide, because it is the law as laid down 
by the final and ultimate Court of Ap- 
peal on such matters? 
- Senator Kerating.—It 1s not Cae and 
conclusive in Great Britain. 
_ Senator PEARCE.—TI do not say it is; 
but in the respect that I have indicated the 
Privy: Council is a Court of high standing 
i id tremendous scope, dealing. with large 












cape if es are alaMte t 
sioner, if any of the Judges are not avail-— 


The Privy Council deals with. 


It lays down the law 
‘be part of our nig as representat @ 


monwealth in a worse neuter th 


In Tay Court — 


























































Surely that fact should 
us. 

Souter Kratine,— 
the Judges of the Privy Cec 
You might, have to hun t 
the Riviera, another from Scotlan 
another from Devonshire : 

Senator PEARCE.—1 ‘understan gi 
the Privy. Council does” not meet 
frequently. TOE Wf 

On the question of ingietablen fe) 
the obligation is laid on those who 
to the Commonwealth taking this - 
which is only similar to that held 
number of the States, to show t 
Commonwealth has abused it duri 
years it has had it. I do not take 


rhea: Senator ue seemed } 


rae of the States had his reserve eH 

Senator Kratine.—lI say they ha 
as a reserve power. I did ee | 
that statement. ea 


ment in ‘any "Couath of criminal Wane st 
against any person for an indictable offen 
whether the accused person has been co 
mitted for trial or not. An officer appoi 
by the ‘Governor in Council to present 
ment in any Court of criminal juri 
may present an indictment in that 
against any person for an indictabl 
within the jurisdiction of the Court, * 
the accused person has aes _ committe 
trial or not. 


I see no reference thanea ho. any e 
power. . It is an express power give 
the Attorney-General. It may be ca 
an alternative power or method. | 
are simply proposing a similar alter 
in the case of the Commonwealth. 













method a reserve power? Bei nn 
Senator PEARCE —Not in hae se 
that Senator Keating uses it. 
334 of the South Australian — © 
Law Consolidation Act. states—_ : 
Any person may be put upon his tr 


any criminal session of the Supreme Co 
any crime or offence Wiebe ie upo 



























name and, by the authority | 


eet for the ee ae in force 
“cee province relating to indict- 






o and. to the trial thereon, and Benerally 
ll matters subsequent to the finding of the 
ctment, shall ape to any information to 










| Can Senator Senior tell us her any 
privle: scandals have arisen through that 





wal: of South! ifieetn | 
av never heard of them. In the Vic- 
rian Orimes Act 1890, section 388 refers 
| powers with regard. to presentments, 
nd section. 390 provides— 


rothing herein contained shall in any man- 
ae iar or Saul the: dias _whieh Her 

































ap ane may also lie ee a a ustice ‘sf the 
h Court to the full High Court. The 
ent procedure is that the Common- 
wealth may proceed to prosecute for an 
feat lictable offence through the channel of 

the Attorney-General of a State. . Et is 

not likely, but still it is thinkable, that 
ndictable offence may be committed 
hin a le by a person who would 
nment of that State. Tf any Hon 
senator regards that as far- 
, let me ‘ him that during the 


ae ae ake Pont oiaaish 
ei, ge Act. ae re- 


) 4 ah vehicle of the prosecution 
ot the citizens of his State for a 


is a reser 









If so, r! 


given 
means that the Commonwealth will have | 
an alternative method of procedure. As I_ 


do 


hy shania! the Commonwealth. 
ve Bert or 2 alien: ‘ 









ap it will hae a reflection on the “Sut 
Courts, or because ; there may be som 



















to the Shrmanneeaien it a 


interjected when Senator Keating was 
speaking, in 999. cases out of 1,000 the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General would 
proceed through the medium of the State 
Attorney- General in the ordinary — State 


Courts, but if there should ever be a case | 


which the Commonwealth Atorney ange 
ral thought fit in the interests of the’ Com- — 
ryonwealth to take to the High Court, 
why should he not have the power to do 
so? Why should not this Parliament 
give the Commonwealth Attorney- General’ 
that power ? 
Senator Kzatrryc—Why should one 
the subject have the same rights? 
Senator PEARCE.—The’ honorable 
senator seems to assume that some in- — 
justice is going to be done by the iti 
Court if a case happens. to come before 
Senator Kratina.—I do not think the 
subject will get the same rights, 
Senator PEARCE.—If it is an ns 
justice, the Supreme Court of a State cau — 
an injustice. The State Attorney- 
General can take a man to the Sate fh be 
Court without indictment. Wes 
Senator Krarina.—But he does me e 
Senator PEARCE.—He does not, nor 
will the Commonwealth Attorney-General 
do so. (He will have just us much com- 
mon sense, and be just as much responsive : 
to public opinion, ‘as the State Attorney- — 
General. ~ The State Attorney-General ; 
does not adopt this procedure, because he 
is a man of common sense, and has Yo 
answer to public opinion, but the reserye ‘ 
power is there. Why should we deny the 
same reserve’ or alternative power to the wes 
Jommonwealth Attorney-General? 
us by all meais preserve the rights of the * 
States, a let us. not, in this legislation, 








Bie 


































































place arbitra ary power iwhene it is oe 


quired ; ‘but let us not, for the mere 1 


sake oe amending or rejecting Bills, re- 
_ fuse to be as just to ourselves as we recog 


-nise that other people are to themselves. - 


“Tet us give the Commonwealth, which has 
to enforce Commonwealth laws, the same 
“means as are given to those wlio have to 
_ enforce the State laws. 
~ Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read a second time. 
A Committee : 
of Gans 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2— 3 We 
“Section 23 of the principal Act is amended 
os omitting from sub-section (1) thereof the 
words. “unless a majority of all the Justices 
-eoncur in the decision” and inserting in their 
stead the words “ unless at least three Justices 
tf ‘coneur in the decision.” 
Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [4.49]. 
i was going to move an amendment 
which, if carried, would practically mean 
- negativing the clause, thus leaving the law 
as it stands at present. That would mean 
‘that the majority of the whole number 
or Justices must concur in a constitu- 
oO tional decision. =I therefore propose not 
to move the amendment, but simply to 
vote against the clause. iy hope the Com- 









mittee will refuse to pass the clause, and 


“80 allow the law for the present to stand 
3 as it. is. 
ae Question—That the clause stand as 
enue The Committee divided. 
_ Ayes ie sti ec ee 
one OBS 3° y.. Ba ae Ge 


— ——n 


















"Majority vhs Ny Bae, 
aati W. L. Plain, W. 
‘Fairbairn, G. Reid, M. 
_ Givens, 4 bs ~ 1 Rowell, J. 
Guthrie, J. F. Russell, E. J. 
- Guthrie, R. Storrie 
Newland, J. Teller: 
Pearee, GF | de Largie, H. 
Bsa et 0! .. Nogs. 
Bakhap, T. J. K. ‘ Pratten, H, E. 
Crawford, A hee Senior, W. 
Drake-Brockman, E. A. | Wilson, R. V. 
att eh ds Teller: 
lasgow, Sir Thomas | Keating, J. H. 
Mealy Pas. \ \ 


Payne, H. J. M. 
Earle, J. 


ee 80 ‘resolved in the affirmative. 
_ Amendment ane as ee 
‘e Clanse paren, 










-cution of criminal offenders, and 


directly presenting an re 


gi cr Bi pene 
which I referred when 1 
fore the Senate, and 
sénators will not insist. on perpeti 
that procedure, It has been said 
Minister for Defence (Senator 
that this is only a reserve power 
sense that a State baie 


holds a reserve power. an 


is “abe ae oe on the. 


only in the most extraordinary 
gency that he exercises the~ poy 


aa where a State Adora ae 
a State Government are not prep 
assist. But the remedy for over 
the eo with which. the 


fon Peonbad is bo AC a eC ai 
procedure, costs of perpetuatin w 


pedient: I en the Seiietes ‘opal 
this particular clause, as, by ¢ 
it will not be saying ‘that the 
wealth shall not have the power 
secute an alleged criminal offends 
High Court. It will merely 


that if we want to Be we 


rian and Sioashi sishrala Sakae | 
might also . have quoted from. the a 
manian Act. He will find, how: 3 y 
that there is a regular form of procedu 
laid down, and that the subjec t. 
prosecuted | in a State Court by 
authorities for criminal ee has 
tain rights, privileges, and po 
ties of defending himself. cee ] 
he be denied these when te: is being : 
mje a for an eat mi 








seems absolutely. deaf 
thes ce roid has 




















































ome ace etn my recollection 
n employed i in the State of Tasmania. 


t, or where it is impracticable or 
possible to a Justices to a a pre- 


to) igh an ey Medan as inno- 
atil he is proved guilty, and, be- 
is brought before a Judge and 
am the ad ae of know: 


Let ‘ie cn aaa af 
th cine or the Government 
have the power to criminally prosecute 
anall ged Federal anata in the High 


is. Daaptedy in arctan: with 
1 offences under State laws. 


e, I desire to. tient there, atten - 
1 to the fact that the point at issue 
under the State procedure the 
storney-General, in proceeding in 
indictments. against a person, 
alternative to go to the Police 
* to another’ Court, or to take 
direct to the Supreme Court. 
Commonwealth desires to 
y prosecute, the Commonwealth 
-General cannot approach the 
rt. direct, but has to do so 
_ the medium. of the State At- 
: During the war period 
Mthe power to prosecute direct 
igh Court in cases of criminal 
. When that measure was in- 
it ‘was not ‘regarded as war 
mn, but a permanent amendment 
a fudiciary” Act. It happened, 
brought forward in 
ee at a time when other war 
was under consideration, and 
ndment was embodied to make the 
on operative for the period of the 
! oe for SIx bah Sines Ther sattr Mae 












1S only used where Justices will not. 


amending Bill, 


4 


it perme. he ses mogtriie Moca ar am = 


the same time as the High Court Pro- 
cedure Bill and Crimes Bill. © . . 


Bill. - 
“Keating’s 


that we 
















hens Seite aiihounte in other measure ke 
were not ‘embodied m that particular 
The Government were 
anxious to get the Bill through, and the _ 
amendment was, ‘therefore, accepted, yee 
vecause the Government realized that 
when the war was over they would have 
the opportunity of reviewing the position. 

Senator Kratinc.—It was passed at 


W 


Senator PEARCE.—That was in 1915, : 
and | was a member of the Government 
that introduced the amending Judiciary _ 
[ also stated in reply to Senator 
speech that this is nota power — 
that the Government: intend to exercise, 
and that in all probability it will not be 
employed in one case out of 10,000. It . 
is merely a reserve power, and during the 
war period 1t was amply demonstrated — 
should have this authority. 
During the war. the War Precautions 
Act and the Unlawful Associations Act 
were passed, and the State Government © 
of Queensland refused to allow its officers — 
to enforce the provisions of the Unlawful 
Associations Act or to allow us to take _ 
any action through their State officers — 
ander the War “Precautions Act. In 
dealing with aliens and Italians resident 
in the: Commonwealth, the Queensland — 
Government refused to allow us to have | 
the assistance of their legal machinery, 
and that is a fact that cannot be GOW. 
troverted. We then had the power to — 
criminally prosecute in the High Court, 
but by virtue of the amendment. embodied ot 
in the Bill in another place when it was 
introduced, this provision will now cease 
to. operate, and we are saying that — 
we want to have that reserve power as 
part of our permanent authority. That — 
is all.I am asking the Committee to # 
agree to. ae 

“Senator Kratina. —Why not rte: 
the proper procedure that usually accom- 
panies such legislation ? ie 

Senator PEARCE.—I suppose : ees. i 
honorable senator means that we should _ 
establish a Federal Court of Criminal 4 
Jurisdiction. Ds at 

Senator Kuxattnc. — No. Let ae 
offender go before a justice or a seg fh 
trate. Cae 

Senator PEARCE/—That is, ee Ke 
the Courts ah Federal] jorsdistion <: : 






sanetan Tam: ayrnat to bring the matter 


















































Ato prepared o say Met Bes ae can be fe 
‘As I have already stated, it is only 


done. 
under. extraordinary conditions that the 
power will be exercised, as in nearly 
every case the services of a State 
_ Attorney-General will be used. 
we cannot have the assistance of State 
officers we should. have this reserve 
: power. 
_ Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [5.4]. 
Pron | have already said in Committee, and 
in the Senate, that I have no objection 
‘to the Commonwealth having the power 


“to prosecute alleged criminal offenders in_. 
which 


Commonwealth Courts. The only excep- 
tion I take to perpetuating this particalar 
“provision is that we do not provide for 
the subject those safeguards which are 
afforded him under the criminal procedure 
Nien the States, and, in fact, in every 
- British community. The criminal pro- 
cedure in existence in all the States, 
which is modelled on English procedure, 
_ provides a preliminary hearing before a 
“magistrate or justice to determine 
_ whether a man should be committed for 
_ trial. 
Senator Prarce.—But the Common- 
“wealth has no magistrates. 
Senator KEATING.—No, but it usually 
“has the assistance of State magistrates 
in connexion with the administration of 
ae laws. There is not a penal Act under 
which it is not competent for a Police 
ifs - Magistrate to hear a case and impose a 
; ty | ; 
Senator Crawrorp. — Does not that 
“mean that the Commonwealth uses the 
ues of the States? 


Senator KEATING. Yes. § Why 
- should we not provide that if the Cam 
-monwealth Attorney-General wishes to 
prosecute i in the High Court he shall first 
have the alleged offender brought before 
magistrates, or a Court of petty sessions, 
_ where the charge against him shall. either 
i be dismissed or he shall be sent on for 
fy trial before the High Court? 
_~ Senator Crawrorp. — If the Bill be 
i ae in its present form, will not the 
_ Attorney-General have that power ? 
‘Senator KEATING.—But we are asked 
to give him power to directly indict a man 
in the High Court withont any previous 


; iquiry. 
S 








de away his power to (ori an paren 
erson, through the medium of any State, 


Hy: “Attorney-General, tects a ieee! Me an 
atid aah’ pe et toi BLS Bo 












‘When. 


“General should not be given sumilar | 


sease against any accused person, ju 


the Hick ata without 
of Justices or of a jury. 

that in regard to Commonwealth 
eutions a similar procedure shall hb 
ted to that which is adopted in re 
State prosecutions. I see no reasot 
in respect to offenders against Com 
wealth. laws, the Commonwealth Atto: 


in relation to the High Court to - 
the State, Attorneys- -General 
sess 1n relation to ee ica Cc 


RE, Wor 


Senator KEATING. Ds ae 
cases are dealt with summarily, bu 
are others which are indictable. In s 
cases an alleged offender should know 
cisely the nature of the charge wh 
preferred against him. _ 

Senator CRAWFORD. "Ofabee : 
the Customs Act are bee pros 
in the State Courts. ‘ 


Senator KEATING. — But ae 
Bill the Attorney-General of the Comn 
wealth may bring them direct before 4 
High Court. I think that this partic 


power was exercised in ie Aus' 





ceedings becaine very at LC 
up ’’ in respect of the calling of en , 
Senator Prarce.—In the Snow 
the accused was given plenty of ne 
because the proceedings lasted about 
years. 
Senator KEATING. dae the 
which we conferred in the Judiciary 
of 1915 the jury know the whole o 


soon as does the accused. himeelf._ a th 
his wollen the desirableness er 
down some procedure dealing with 
nal prosecutions under Common 
laws, I shall be satisfied. rape ill 
Senator Prarce.—I undertake 
that. ETN, 
Clause agreed to. ks 
Clauses 4 and 5 agreed to. | 
‘Title agreed _ to. f 


























ig ). 
Come dttee (Gonsid 
ie ee resumed 





atin iting from the Aafinikion of 
Master ” the words * ‘ other eh a 
Peto. 23) 

vy ‘omitting heoaL the definition of 
ite Discharge ch the hee “the last” 












t iy omitting Josey the Matnibion of 
‘limited coast- trade ship’ the words 
“(mot exceding a radius of four 
hundred miles)’ and inserting in 
their stead the words ‘ (not exceed- 
ing the limits for home- trade or 
coast-trade ships, as the case may be, 
‘fixed for the port, at the commence- 
‘ment of this. section, by any State 
| law)’; 
(ab) by adding at. aie end of the defini- 
tion of “River and bay ship’ the 
“words ‘and also includes any ship 
-or class of ships, specified by the 
Minister by notice in the Gazette, 
“which trades exclusively. within the 
limits of a specified port, bay or 
river and within a radius of three 
nautical miles seaward from the en- 
a pee of the port, bay or river:’;”, 


R. STORRIE GUTHRIE 


But I take 
on to the amendment made by an-. 
Paco in proposed new paragraph 
lich seeks to eliminate the words 
he dedi a ot eee of 400 miles ” 


ae Commission 
BE estinatadl this Bill considered 
efinition of a limited coast trade ship 
ery peronghly, and decided upon a 
lius of 400 miles. For some years past, 
het as allowed this class of ship to 
¢ ee Port Angusta t to New? 













‘senator think that a ho oh ya 


But under this Bill it is proposed to co 


Pw nh which a limited coast 


g generally, Cok, x am aia 


‘to Melbourne on the east. 


19a, ee (21a and 21p and H gmondments a 
Pp AY iy if ed 









‘Senator Russert. —Does ne 






should be debarred from trading in 
tralian waters? 


STORRILE GUTHRIE. 









sie ae eh: 


fine a South Australian vessel to Sou 
Australian waters. To my mind, t 
original proposition to limit the radi iS 
trade ship 
was prefer- . 
which we 








might trade to 400 miles, 
able to the amendment 
are now considering. At present, We i 
torian vessels are being given a_ benefit — 
over vessels of other States. The Vice- 
President of the Executive Council will ey 
probably argue that the 400-miles radius 
for coastal ‘ships would not permit oe: 
vessels trading from Adelaide to Mel- 
bourne, or POM Melbourne to Sydney. — 
But the ‘laws which have been passed 
never intended that they should do so. | ve 
Under the amendment, an injustice will 
be done to the other States for the benefit 
of Victoria. 









































Senator RUSSELL (Victoria Views 
President of the Executive Council) — 
[5.17].—The intention of the amendment — 
is to strike out the radius of 400 miles, 
and to accept the limits for home trade or 
coast trade ships which are imposed by 


















any State law. Senator Guthrie has — 
been absent from South Australia - he 
for quite a long time, otherwise he — 


would know that recently. an amendment 
of the State law has been made, under j 
which the South Australian border. has 
been extended. to Albany on the west, and 


Senator R. Srorrre Guruntu. Vi a 
toria drove South Australia into that. 


Senator RUSSELL.—The Contahiy a 
wealth is determined to impose its own 
definitions in respect of our navigation i 
laws, after the fullest investigation. Hn — 
my judement, it would be a mistake for — 

1s to lay down arbitrary rules now. | i, do :) 
not think it is advisable to impose any — 
more restrictions upon coast trade ships — 
than are absolutely necessary, a 


Motion agreed to. 











Amendments to insert new “clauses 9a 


iy a 
i ‘a A 








A, 
in 
uni 





5T86_ Navigation — 


Clause’ 23— 


Section 88 of the principal Act is amended 
by inserting in sub-section (1) after the words 
otherwise | than in accordance with the terms 
of his agreement” the words ‘or the provi- 
gions of this Act”. 

House of Representatives’ Amendment. 
‘Omit the clause and insert the following new 
clause :— 

“23. Section 88 of the principal Act is re- 
‘pealed, and the following section inserted in 
atesstead :—— 

“88. (1) If any seaman, ‘employed on a ship 
registered in, Australia, is. discharged— 

(av) elsewhere than at the port of dis- 
charge specified in his agreement; . 
gr 4 Oe) otherwise than in accordance with the 
terms of his agreement or the pro- 
visions of this Act; 
(c) without fault on his part justifying 
his discharge; and 
(¢@) without his consent, 
the provisions of sub-sections (5) and (6) of 
section 50 of this Act shall apply as if the 
seaman had been discharged in pursuance of 
sub-section (3) of that section.’ ” 


Senator RUSSELL  (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
|5.21|.—I move— 

That the amendment be disagreed to, and the 
following consequential amendments made in 
clause 23:— 

Page 5, clause 23, line 40, after “amended ” 
insert (a) if 

Page 5, clause 23, at the end of clause add 
oe and 

(b) by omitting from. sub-section (2) 
thereof the words ‘the master or 
owner shall provide him with a pass- 
age to that port or such other port 
as is mutually agreed to with the ap- 
proval of the proper authority’ and 
inserting in their stead the words 
‘the provisions of sub-sections (5) 
and (6) of section 50 of this Act 
‘shall also apply as if the seaman 
had been discharged in pursuance of 
sub-section (3) of that section.’ ” 


The object of the amendment is to insure 
that owners *of vessels shall be hable to 
_ pay the expense of transporting to their 
home ports any seamen discharged away 
from those ports. 
_ Motion agreed to. 
Amendment inserting new clause 28a 
Agreed to. 
House 





of Representatives’ . Amendment:— 


_ After clause 33, insert the following new 
clause :— 
_ *(33A.) Section 135 of the principal Act is 


amended by adding the following paragraph :— 
-- ‘(e) make provision, where such can’ be 
|. provided without detriment to the 
Ag safe navigation of the ship, for a 





rs sh - - wheelhouse or, if such is not prac- 
_.. ticable, such temporary shelter. as 
7 may be presertbed.’.” 


_{sENaTs, vie 


ing on the coast were equipped w 
wheethonse which po the ma 


cannot be erected for this reason, tem- 


the 


‘ment. 


posed— 


bai not ee i ia means Bs | 





































Beato RUSSELL ‘: 
President of the Executive 
[5.25 |.—I move—_ : 

‘That the TUR H oa be agreed ibe : 
following amendments:— 

(a) the omission of the words 
‘the following paragraph :—‘(e 

and the insertion in ‘their stead o 

words “ inserting therein afte 

graph (a) the following Puy 


saLEINTES (mais «ts and 
(6):the insertion, after the word : 
. seribed.? of .the word “; and 


This is another of the. oe 
brought forward by the seamen. a ‘ 
pointed out by them that, sh, 
great majority of the steam- ships op 


owners had refused to mane such Pp 
sion. The new requirement is sa 
guarded, it will be observed, by a q 

fication ‘that the wheelhouse can be 
qnired only where such ean be provid 
without detriment to the safe navigat: 
of the ship. If a permanent struct 


porary shelter in the form of can 
sereens or the like. must be provided, 
will be required by the regulations. — 
suggestion of the Parliament i) ge 
Draftsman, the position of the new para- — 
eraph in the Meetion! is being altered fr 
the end, where it is among a number 
alternatives, to follow paragraph 
where it will stand as a separate requi 
~The alteration is berry a ae 
one. : 
Motion : agreed to. 
Amendments inserting new lalate é 
538A, and 118s, and amendments 
clauses 35, 64, and 96 agreed to.) 0) 3 
House of Representatives’ Amendment- 
After, clause 123 insert the following 
clause :— 
** 123A. Section four tanned sna twenty- 
three of the principal Act is amende } 
inserting ‘therein after the words ‘ap 
to’ the: words ‘ barges or other vessels 


ng fe with means of ‘propulsio: 
oO 9-99 


Motion (by Snes Rossen) 


That the amendment be agreed tide’ ry 
Senator R. STORRIE) GUTH 
(South Australia) [5.30]. —A ppat 
this is a suspension of the Act in or 
to exempt certain barges and other’ »v 












ether the emption will ap- 
ae ee on the River 






“RUSSELL ‘(Victoria—Vice- 
a the Executive Council) 
: connexion with the recent 






















































es in (ie fonating trade to pane 
nees, the question arose as to 
arges on the River Murray 
equire to be provided with 
_ These barges are large flat-bot- 
vessels without engines or other 
f eof ae Pe are roe 





the bose is the Mahnartecs who 
ortion of the crew of the towing 
oe As there was. some penne on 


Solicitor- 
was pam Dias In his 
n, a barge such as those above re- 
. to comes | Me ices the definition of 





oy to biiese” fie My may 
m just a few instances of the effect 
Under section 14 each barge 
» required to earry a certificated 
o mate. ane would also be 





le. ae from these main pro- 
uite a number of other sections 
ply. This, of course, was never 
; and iff, put -into operation, 
duce the administration of the 
oe As the Act stands, 





seas _ mis- 
ts amended by. insert- 
he words “shall not apply ’’ 

‘to be 





ways. 


-and other inland waters. 


ges oe eapred Mae absolutely no hope of getting the tow-line 


“oh board aj again ke ae a eres crew. 












“Senator RB, STORRIE GUTHRI 
(South Australia) [5.35]. The ay 
tion will apparently apply to barges em 


ployed on the open sea. For instance, te ne 


- 


small steamer often tows barges carrying — 
500 or 600 tons of iron ore from. Iro1 
Knob. to Port Pirie. This is the open 
sea, and the calling of a man employed — 
on one of these barges is decidedly dar | 
gerous. 

Senator Newnanp.—They do not carry 
erews ongthose barges? 


Senator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE. 
They must carry crews, because they are 
frequently towed up the coast, On one 
occasion, in the Gulf, a steamer towed a 
barge right. under, and drowned the men 
on board. I am prepared to allow ieee 
provision to stand, so far as it concerns | 
barges on inland waters of Australia, but 
I contend that, if barges are taken to. sea} 
erews should be. provided. Otherwise, in — 
dirty weather one man on board could 
not let go a: tow-line, or, if anything hap- oe 
pened, could not take it on board again, — 











“It is cheaper, of course, for a ship-owner 


to send a barge and a tug-boat to sea 
than to equip the barge for sails, Sy 
or oil, and supply a sea-going crew. If — 
the Minister will confine the provision to 
inland waters, I shall have no objection. _ 
Senator RUSSELL ( Victoria—Vice- 
President. of the Executive. Council) _ 
[5.37 |.—The honorable senator is under 
some misapprehension. This provision 
does not exempt all barges. lt simply | 
gives permission to the Minister to grant . 
examption, and, I take it, will apply SO 


barges on such Waters as the River Varta, 


River Murray, and other inland water- i 
The whole matter may safely bo 
left to the discretion of the Minister. The — 
spirit of the Act is to provide proper pro-- 
tection to men on all sea-going vessels. — 
Senator R,. -STORRIE GUTHRIE - 
(South Australia) [5.38] —The Minis- is 
ter might reasonably give way. J have — 
met him as far as possible. I want to | 
make sure that when ships go to sea 
there shall at least be adequate protec- a 
tion for the men on board. [ am not — 
thinking of .small barges on the Yarra — 
Tam thinking 

of barges carrying 500, 600, or 700 tons 
dead-weight cargo. If ‘anything happens 
to the towing steamer, there would. bel 





















oH pee is a very van fit ie Masten me any 
that this matter may safely be left to the 
discretion of the Minister. 
much of that already. We are legislat- 


‘ing now for portion of the Northern | 


Territory and Western Australia, and we 
_ know that if local officials, who will have 
: charge of these matters, have to. refer 
them to Melbourne, the damage will pro- 
bably be done before any reply can be 
“received. | 
: ~ Senator. 


: RUSSELL = (Victoria—Vice- 
President of. 


the Executive Council) 


ae 40|.—I cannot accept the amendment | 


-in-its present form, as it would then be 
o necessary to equip ‘all ‘these barges with 

the paraphernalia of big sea-going ships. 
_ Senator R. Srorrre Gururm.—Why 
noth 
| Senator RUSSELL. 2 Beednee it would 

he a ridiculous proposition in regard to 
these barges. I can give the honorable 
senator an assurance that the exemptions 
will apply to barges plying only on in- 
i land waters. 

_ Motion agreed to. 

- Reported that the Committee had 
agreed to the amendments with the ex- 

ception of that for the substitution of a 
new clause for clause 23, to which it had 

_ disagreed, and in place thereof had made 

_ consequential amendments in the original 

clause, and to that inserting new clause 


33a, to which it had iad with amend-- 


i ‘ments. 
| _ Senate adjourned at 5.43 p.m. 


\ Ree v sina 33 











| Wednesday, 20 October, 1920. 


% Mr Boies (Hon. Sir Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m., 









and read 
ea fi 
RESIGNATION OF EX- 


| TREASURER. . 
Mr. WATT (Balaclava) [2.31],—I de- 
sire, by leave of the House, to make a 
statement concerning my resignation as a 
Minister, aye my. withdrawal from the 
mission to Great Britain, 

_ Memebers or tar Oppostrion.—Object! 
ger: SPEAKER.—There being an ob- 
jection, the honorable es ney not 









: reste Grae I wish 


We have too reluctant to take the ex 


Country party (Mr. MeWilliams) fre 


DT aieite hy a 


























| Mr. PBL iene —By 


ryh 


jecting to a member o 
ing a pinteurer 





(Motion ae Mr. Huck) phil 


Mg: 

That so much of the. Standing Order ‘i 
pended as would preclude the right ho 
member for Balaclava (Mr. Watt), the 
Minister (Mr. Hughes), the ‘Leader of. 
position (Mr. Tudor), and the Leader 


ing statements to the House,” By 


Mr. BuaxKe.ey. —Get « on 2 with 
sure motion. pty 


‘The House divided. 


Ayes .. 
Noeatiic 
Majority 








































! Lamond, Hector: 
Lister, Le pre aes (Aah) 
Livingston, nae : 
Mackay, GES hee 


Atkinson, L. 
Bamford, F, .W. 
Bell, .G,. J. 
Best, Sir Robert 


Blundell, R. P. Mahony, W. G. 
Bruce, ‘S. M. Marks, W. M: 
Cameron, D. C. Marr, OC. W. Co 
Chanter, J. M. Maxwell, G. A, 


Chapman, Austin 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Fleming, W. M. 
Foster, Richard 
Francis, F. ie 


MeWilliams, AVN 
Page, Dr. wiht) 
Poynton, AL 
Riley, Ben 
Rodger 

Rodaiia, Psi 
Smith, Laird 


Gibson, W. G Stewart, Phe 
Greene, W. M. Tudor F. Gos 
Gregory, H. Watt, W. Aria 
Groom, Lo Wienholt, Ay 
Hay, A. Wise, G. Gi 7t 


Higgs, W. G. 
Hughes, WM 8 
Jackson, Dro: 


Tellers: ay ; 
ba Be gak 
oN Ay Me 


Nors. © y 
ai . 
Makin, N. re 0. ; 
Mathews, ae 
Ryan, T. J.. Hy 
Fellers: NY . 
Blakeley, A. 


Brennan, F. 
Considine, M. P. 
Cunningham, L. I. 
Gabb, M. 















Lazzarini, H. P.. Moloney, Parker 
mn Parse.’ ae 
Bayley, J. eth Charlton, M. 
Bowden, E. K. Fenton, J. i 
Fowler, J. M. Wes staid. Boa a 
Jowett, yet McDonald, C. 
Prowse, J. H, x Mahon, I 
baie w. C.. te : 






















































i. Ahern | 

ATT (Balaglaven) ‘[2. 1M UG ae: 
unk the Leader of the Govern- 
the opportunity which his mo- 
afforded me of addressing the 
I do not presume to offer any 
upon the objections raised by 
© honorable members. They probably 
: vie and sufficient | reasons for so 















a what was De dad as a mis- 
on im gee public importance 
me will doubtless pecal: 





bias between the Cabinet ad my- 
as ree that on 2nd J oy the Prime Min- 


y a ge point of view. The aa ac- 
cording to my view, is entitled, and—I 


side of the story; my purpose to- 
lay is to tell it. In doing so, I hope I 
ll be forgiven if the personal pro- 
- obtrudes itself somewhat; but, in 
eculiar circumstances, I fear that 
will be inevitable. T shall endea- 
to unfold a plain, unvarnished tale, 
i Parliament and the country may, 
ley wish, pronounce their considered 
mt. At the outset, I ask honor- 
embers to cast from their minds 
oneous expectations which may 
been implanted by. unauthorized 
per-comments and predictions. J 
return to Australia to ventilate 
iT rsonal or official grievance. 
she I intent on pursuing a vendetta 
ga aS the gentlemen with whom J have 
d for more than three and a halt 
in more or less harmonious con- 
ris Humanity, the world over, is 
noving, amid conditions of the utmost 
to stupendous tasks following 
16 war. Ae has her share of 












time, however, for the po viabei 

her big tasks and. none at all for 

rying on of quarrels between in- 
Is. In this mood I would will- 

lave accepted any disapprobation 
lc 











ed to. believe—desires, to hear the. 


“if Mr. 


Nei- » 


5; bese be treat cere . is is published in. 


cee ieiietion “that may Tne | 
around my ba work. I am not nee to 








mitted’ by fie induleence ae she Toe 
to amplify not only matters in connexion 
with my recent mission to England, but 
those connected with the former Peace 
embassy, from which the Prime Minister — 
(Mr. Hughes) and ;his colleague, the 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) emerged 
with merited distinction. J shall find it 
necessary to read some portions of the 
cable correspondence which were omitted 
from the published file, as well as to in- 
troduce new matter. I have carefully 
read the speech which the Prime Minister Mf 
made in this House in July last. In a 
brief interview which I gave the press in 
London after my resignation, I said chan 
Hughes considered my remarks 
unfair or inaccurate I invited him to lay 
upon the table of this House the cables — 
which had passed between us. I imagined — 
that he would have done this, and would 
have allowed the correspondence to speak — 
for itself. Instead, he employed all the 
strategy of a past master in his ex parte 
deliverance. Before reading the cable- | 
grams he assumed ail air of solicitude 
and fairmindedness which created an at- ie 
mosphere of hostility to myself. With a . 
running fire of comments through the re- 
cital of the more important documents, — 

he intensified that feeling; and, in ene | 








ing, he vigorously, if rather regretfully, 


subjected me to a condemnation which ~ 
was strangely at variance with his open-. ‘ 
ing declaration. His words were, “I | 
have never said, and do not propose to " 
say, one word against him.” The per- ( 
formance proved a victory for the Prime _ 
Minister—even if a pyrrhic one. I feel — 
disposed to add at this stage only this: 
Give me an opportunity ae uttering a 
chorus of criticism when reading my "abe | 
sent opponent’s letters, and I will easily 
prejudice him in the minds of my hearers. At 

I think I ought, at this stage, to read - 
to the House an extract from a news-— mu) 
paper published in Melbourne dealing ‘ 
with the circumstances of which I pro- 






















































5 AGAR kh oy ds. 
Hand?’ The extract is as follows:— 


In ‘the course of a few days William <Alex- 
ander Watt, the: quondam Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth, will reach these shores. 


Naturally, there is a certain section of the. 


-eommunity hoping for political fireworks when 
che arrives. 
' will probably look in vain. 
a stick from a dead rocket, 
aenen ‘surprising, - 
The whole situation with regard to Mr. 
. Watt and his return is really that all the faets 
of the case have been placed before the coun- 
e ‘try, and there is nothing more to say. Those 
who think there is something more to reveal 
merely suggest that the Prime Minister is 
sucha fool as tottry to hide something when, 
; - obviously, “the other fellow,” from the very 
nature of the mission with which he was en- 
_ trusted, would know just as much as he, and 
be ina position to let the cat out of the bag— 
~ if there were any cat or any bag. And even 
the worst enemies of the Prime Minister would 
» not suggest that he is a fool, or lacking in 
- shrewdness. 
Mir. Watt is the one 
music. He undertook an 
behalf of his country. That mission meant 
“much to the finances of Australia. It meant 
“much to the future status of Australia among 
“the nations of the world. Mr. Watt left, his 
job at the crucial moment. That charge he 
has yet to answer. Mr. Watt has yet to ex- 
plain why he behaved in sucha fashion. 
f ‘Doubtless, when Mr. Watt returns, he will 
be” given an opportunity of making his ex- 
planation, not only to his own party, but to the 
- House and to his country as well. It is only 
fair to Mr. Watt that he should be allowed to 
ait do this, for his actions certainly seem to eall 
OY] ‘some explanation, and he alone can clear 
away the prejudice they have created. And, 
having given what must ‘be, and only ean be, 
ranked as a personal explanation or a. privi- 
-leged statement, it will be for Mr. Watt him- 
self to decide whether he shall quietly take his 
seat in the House or drop out of politics alto- 
gether. 
When Mr. Watt medaiis, it will be a ease of 
esis Which hand will you have?” One hand may 
clasp the olive branch, but it would be just 
_as well for him to ascertain whether the other 
hand does, or does not, grasp a_ bludgeon. 


That is taken from the Melbourne Punch 
of 7th October. I am informed, on good 
_ authority, that that paper was recently 
purchased by Mr. F. W. Hughes, a close 
personal friend of the Prime Minister, i 

_ shall not at this stage traverse the argu- 
1ents contained itt vied placard, except 
to say that I am not to be deterred by 
any. threats of bludgeons from following 
the track I have marked out for eaaatts 
hall say what I have to say in this free 


If there is even 
it will be more 


who has to face the 
important mission on 











PB rliament—and I hope it is still free— 
press: d des- and 





disdaining | as Ba gate sage 


Minded 4 Which i 


But they who leok for fireworks 





eetioes | ANS By 
Prime Minister: ? re 

I think I am entitled | , 
nat seek this trip, ie 


Pu Ae ear 


wielded to the Geese ie a ee 
Cabinet that I should underta. 


task. Unanimity is nob usu 
Government, according: pee 
perience, and © : 
esting, and, shall I say, va” 


flection that this Ministr 
it on 


had recently adideoll I was ‘so. ‘well ne 4 
fied to perform. PEGE A 
The pro rapt which were. assy 


nee were many and various. Wit 1 ; 
exception of those rele with the o 





sient ad ibe te ed a arr 
in London I was surprised to learr 
the British Government had. not. een ad- 


vised of my. mission. The Par ae 


him to wire me ‘full er £ di 
aoe te Sh thi me that he eat 


pili Meanwhile I was. an el 
charged with pressing and far-rea 
matters, and the Government with wh 
I was to discuss them had ot. 


4 
daeceine rept éo ie mah 
no doubt that such a procedt 
time being, at least, — 


inate pi nia and | 





































































Me, ‘It may just have 
ithe subjaete discussed while 1 
there were not of a strictly Imperial 
aracter. I was, however treated" with 
stic personal courtesy, and have 
int to make on that score. 
se who know London, and_par- 
na Whitehall and Westminster 


pad I was so ec laed to con- 
; but coming almost simultane- 
ith other events of a most serious 
T could not, -and cannot. even 
adopt that view. 





3 The most ieee and im- 


anton ‘While I was in London 
ey was scarcer and dearer there and 
tice world markets. than in the 
; ast. days of the war. It was im- 
possible for any over-sea borrower to go 
| the open market and gather 
_I had. been given a triple financial 
e to solve. First, I- was to get 
1money for ‘repatriation ; secondly, 
d. to arrange for the discharge 
ix heavy indebtedness to the 
a i. Government, and, apni I 


on. eae some of the cash 
to our growers. The more: I 
the whole subject before and after 
o Australia, the more it became 


ld open. the Biber two date, With 
er. settlemeny on dia! matter, u 


e Imperial coasouhiie see’ halle 
ae over its Unites daft 


pe: sa a . 

ile I was on he water, the Prime 
was approached by what he called 
able of 20th May “‘a section of 
trade’’ to ‘propound a new wool 


‘embracing past. and present clips: 
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a shrewd idea who that putea was, in ‘Sieh Patty ae aes: in te a lee of ah 





thet E ail fee. that pass for the present. it 
According to the same cable, he “ worked — 
up the whole thing,” to use his own phrase, 
and subsequently placed “‘a complete? iy, 
scheme ’’—again using his own words—be- — 
fore a private meeting in Sydney on 27th it, 
April. I ask honorable members parti 
cularly to note that date. All the time he 
was being approached and was working up. 
and propounding this scheme to out 
siders, he was in frequent telegraphic 
touch with me, as his published 
eables of 15th April, 16th April, 21st 
April, 30th April, and 4th May show. me 
Yet he did not mention one word of this 
scheme to me. Before I left Melbourne, i 
he and I agreed that wool was the pied 

of finance in Britain. Yet here was a 
new set of most important proposals, con- 
cerning the most important part’ of my 
mission, being dealt with by him in 
secret, while I was being kept in entire 
ignorance of the intrigue. 


I landed at Naples on lst May, and. re- 
ceived the Prime Minister’s cable of 
the 30th April, suggesting that I[ 
should not hasten to London, but. 
should see the Continent. I thought. 
this was strange. since my arrange- — 
ment with him was that 1 should go 
with all possible despatch to London; but — 

IT put it down to fraternal solicitude for 
my health and welfare. I admit that L 
did not appreciate until later the inward- 
ness of things. ,I arrived in London 
on 10th May, and two days later re- — 
ceived the Prime Minister’s cablegram ask. 
ing me not to see Ministers about finance 
or wool until further advised by him. | 
I was still unaware of any new proposals, — 
although, as the Prime Minister said in — 
one of his later cables, the matter ad* 
mitted of no delay. I replied to his cable 
the day I received it, 12th May, that L 
could wait two or three days, but any, | 
further postponement would be awkward. 
The next day, 13th May, .the London — 
Times published the Prime Minister’s . 4 
wool scheme, which, for. the first time, I _ 
saw in the press. Later on the same day 
I received from the Prime Minister along — 
cable. dated llth May, containing his’ : 
scheme, and also containing much that 
was unnecessary, because it was well — 
known to me, and much that was laugh- a 
ably erroneous so far as finance and trade _ 
were concerned. Honorable members may _ 
recall the fact that the Prime Minister 
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June—there would be lying in London, to 
dhe credit of various Australian public 
and private accounts, £135,000,000 
- sterling. Five months have elapsed since 
he uttered that opinion, and the condi- 
tions have changed so rapidly that a sub- 
stantial premium is now asked for the 
purchase of sterling from Australia in 
Londén. However, I admit that this is 
an excursion. [ noted in the Prime Min- 
 ister’s cable of 11th May that wool men, 
bankers and other financial authorities, 
politicians, and journalists, had been con- 
sulted about his new scheme, but not one 
word of information had been furnished 
to, or consultation sought with, me. In 
fact, I appeared then to be about the only 
man interested who knew nothing at all 
about. the matter. I afterwards learned, 
however, that the Central Wool Com- 
mittee had also been kept in the dark. 
The more I thought of the ready-made 
“wool scheme sent to me, the more I feared 
its effect on wool interests here and in 
Great Britain; and Australia’s unhappy 
hi experience since the wool scheme opened, 
has, I believe, now convinced many others 
of its weakness. I was struck by the 
Prime Minister’s methods revealed in this 
message, and I made my first protest in 


the cable of 13th May. Even then the 
idea that this was done deliberately to 
thwart my mission did not occur to me. I 
merely thought that this section of the 
wool trade had, to use a vulgarism, simpiv 
pulled ”’ the Prime Minister’s leg,’ 
and that his worst crimes, apart from 
this, were-his failure to see the situation 
clearly, and his more than usual lack of 
frankness. I believed that the Prime 
_ Minister had commitéed his final mistake, 
and would then leave the matter to me to 
straighten out. If he had done so, any 
difficulty would have been avoided be- 

- tween himself and myself, and the subse- 
quent outside complications would have 
_ been avoided. So I swallowed hard, and 
i, went to work. I saw the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and provisionally dis- 
cussed the payments due by the Common- 
wealth. I told him that before present- 
ing a scheme for the settlement of our 
debt to Britain I should have to investi- 
gate the wool accounts, and see how much 
- money was due to and procurable for 
ise Australia. _ Mr. Chamberlain cheerfully 
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He se so far as to sean 
his belief that by 21st June—that is next 


four yearly rests. 


ted to that procedure, and intimated 





























































ie my ee a Pp as far 
could. I entered into consultatior 
the Minister for Munitions, Lord I 
si and the Director-General of 


men that the criticism aide had: 
upon the British end of the 
Pool from certain Australian 


any easier. 
cable to the Prime ‘Minister. 


my request, ity Ministry gave Mr. ‘Coll li 
the Secretary to the Commonwealth T 
sury, free access to all accounts an | 


of the ee and the wanlae cas 
hand. After several days’ investigat 
the Minister of Munitions and I arri 
at important conclusions. | we 
embodied in my cable of 21st ues | 
the Prime Minister, I think with 
priety, treated as confidential. BS: 


In order to illustrate how far the ne 
tiations had gone, I now propose to 
cept the responsibility of giving those ca 
clusions to honorable members. I sh 
read the words of the cable which Iw 
to read, and honorable members can th 
selves connect them with the cables al 


t 


laid before them— th H 


Following are the figures ‘of panties te 
tively given by Goldfinch. “You must t 
them as strictly confidential for present. — 
promised this. Am having them carefu 
checked. - Have obtained for Collins full ru 
office and all documents, and he and I are i 
close touch with Robinson in matter— ee) 


Here is the part that has not yet 
published— a @) ne 
Australia’s share of profes year ending 


March, 1918, £1, ano: 000. Loe saa alr 
know— i Neront ae a 


I ask honorable members: to remembe 
that we are working up to the end thro 
The 31st March } 
the end of the financial year of the 


tish Admainistration, we tak 19 
120 


ney 
nt "4h 
Be, A! na ft 
i) ah a 4 if 
ia ne lf a ee 
MARE aiuto sh), 
‘ a 5 24 Vie HOWE 
Per gh! ie 
seks 0 
































| year one pte: March, 1919, 
)0,000. Draft balance-sheet for this period 
ine my hands will be finalized in, say, 
ok ee Rough estimate of our ‘share 

year ending 31st. March, 1920, 


at had. expired fe the time I was 
peaking | about, in May, 1920— 


Ixpect many months elapse before *this bal- 
ce-sheet available. Meantime take it at con- 
ectural value. Still more rough guess at our 
hare profits. when all stocks “cleaned up an- 
ther £13,500,000. Total of above approxi- 
ately £40,000, 000 as Australia’s share pro- 

I should mention that all these figures 
t ane are based upon valuation of stocks 
t Cost. . Now as to surplus cash— 


As. e iiiired to the Prime Minister in 


“one of the cables, there is a vital, differ- 


Ls nee between profits and surplus cash— 
You, of course, understand that, so far, prac- 
ically, all profits have been absorbed in pay- 
‘ing for stocks. After much argument I secured 
statement from Minister and Director that by 
30th” June, 1920, cash in hand would total 
ie bout. £19,000, 000. I said that we must have 
share ‘then, and they eventually agreed to 
: me £8, 750, 000. That is about our pro- 
: eran of £19, 000,000, and is sum we have 
acted pay British "Government, ‘Need not 
3 this point further now. I then pressed 
r another substantial payment before I leave 
rita un, say, in September. They agreed, but 
e could not decide amount at the. moment. 
a, however, hopeful that I can get between 
d twenty millions as second dividend 
returning. Directors estimate of carry- 
ext September between three-quarters 
x ne million bales, mostly cross-bred 
| to low grades. Generally I am well 
“with result of negotiations, Are 


‘say that; so far a as I SManbes, the 
Minister never answered that in- 


Hvanes. _ I did. 

WATT. — All this was the result of 
out a week’s work, and I was naturally 
ed Ra iE. / ‘Honorable members 
that tne Prime Minis- 


| that he and the Central 

Wool | cites had been trying 
for two. years tor.) get = as. Tar. 
n- ‘spot I had been able to 


ere in seven days: J] was satisfied 
y the 30th June I would lift 
0,000, and by 30th September at 
another £15, 000, 000, and very 


ee | “gravely lower than that, 
4 I shall Soe a at another 


— £20,000,000. ‘The figures are,’ 


trying to do it direct by cable. — 


stage. In - accordance with my ee A 
rangement with Mr. Chamberlain, [ 
then set about shaping my scheme for the a 
Exchequer, when’ a sudden change ¢ame — 
o’er the scene. When next I met iol 
Minister for Munitions I was shown a 
cable which the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) had sent direct to the British 
Government, containing three things in 
this order: Firstly, a demand for a de- 
finite statement Le hoat delay of. the 
amount due to the wool-growers of the — 
Commonwealth; secondly, a demand. ee Bi 
payment forthwith for all wools sold vO: 
date; and, thirdly, proposals for the new 
clip. Thi cable concluded’ by asking for 

an imuiediate reply. It had been sent 
straight to the British Government, as 

if ] were rot in London, and no mention . 
was made of the fact that I had been sent - 

to Great Britain to discuss and settle the 
first two matters. 1, of course, never 
contended that I had ‘been asked to deal 
with the new clip. I said so.in my cable” ; 
to the Prime Minister. The new clip was — 
intimately connected with my mission, but 

it was not part of it: I had certainly 
been nonplussed when I heard from the 
press that the Prime Minister had been 
developnfe problems so intimately con-— 
nected with my mission without my know-— 
ledge. I “~was deeply concerned when I~ 
found from his telegram how far his pro- — 








- posals reached into my scheme, but never 


for a moment did I imagine that he would — 
communicate those proposals direct to the 
British Government, and ignore the pre-_ 
sence in London of the man ene had been — 
sent there to deal with them. No Min-— 


ister can have any objection fo receiving — 


the views of his Leader if they are sent 

direct to him, whether or not they agree 

with his own, but the position is quite 

different when his back is broken by that 

leader’s views being communicated direct — 

to the people with whom the Minister is 
in negotiation. The Minister for Muni- — } 
tions told me that he felt gravely embar- oy ; : 
rassed by the situation. He had arrived — 
at certain important understandings with: “ii 
me, in the belief that I was fully — ee 
accredited, but on the top of them it 
he had received straight from the 
head of my Government demands — 
of a totally different character. It Oke 
was impossible, he said, to do "buenas 
with me while the Prime Minister was. 
‘IT was 









= fined. 





om bowed. ot Oh tne, s ohibe, and. el 
_door which I had so successfully | opened. 


was closed behind me. On 27th May I 
cabled to the Prime Minister setting out 
the position, and saying that I could pro- 
ceed no further until my position was de- 
In his answering cablegram of 
2nd) June the’ Prime Minister raised 
a smoke-secreen of verbal. irrelevancies. 
He was studiously courteous, but he re- 
jected by evasions the only conditions, on 
which I said. and knew, and. still know, 
TI eould do good work in London. On the 
th June I resigned. The Prime Minis-: 
ter, in his speech in this House on the 2nd 
aS uly, expressed wonder that the very 
_paliteness of his telegram had not pacified 
me. I recognised and marvelled at that 
“unusual exhibition of suavity on his part. 
In point of tone the cable was a jewel, 
but principle is more than tone, and in- 
stead of accepting the principle for 
which I was rightly contending, ‘he int 
- dulged in long recriminatory r collections. 
of my treatment of him when. he was. 
abroad, all of which I shall to-day duly 
answer. Right through his. urbane 
_ eablegram there runs. the assertion. that 
he was right in submitting proposals: 
‘direct to the British Government which 
cancelled the ones I had: been authorized, * 
to make and conclude.. He was appar-: 
ently careless. or oblivious of the fact that: 
his imtervention. had. superseded. mez. 
Whatever else honorable. members may: 
forget that is important. in this conflict, 
I hope they will remember that the cru- 
cial. step: in the destruction of my mission 
was taken by the Prime Minister when 
he went over my head.to the Imperial Go- 
-vernment and inflicted damage that. was 
_ beyond: repair. The king pin of the mis- 
sion was wrenched from; my hands, and: 
I was absolutely powerless. to procesd!, 
My authority had been withdrawn by the 
hand that gave it. My tentative and 
highly advantag geous. settlement had: been 
‘rudely torn up, and I was removed from 
the arena of negotiations. Surely no 
more staggering blow was ever dealt to a 
trusting colleague, but I shall not dwell 
pon: that phase; others: may do.so if they 
are: sufficiently interested. There are: some 
‘people who, not understanding the posi- 
: tion, have said that I should have put my 
self-respect in. my pocket, gone om. with 
my work, and fought the issue with: the 























rime | ‘Minister nana oy returned usa Phin sic sii with the 




































‘sae as. that wonlee haa! % 
have done it if thereby ) : 
dered useful service to Australes eB 
my principal had inte: vened,, and 1 ) 
no longer a factor in the discussio: 
tish Ministers are not fools, what 
Prime Minister may think or: 
and the ones concerned with the 
problem properly felt that it was ux 
unsafe, and impossible to negot 
make arrangements with a sub 
Minister when his leader did no 4 
nise him, and, with his conflicti 
mands, repudiated the line of sett 
albendy agreed upon. — Their. 
was unfailing, but their - ‘meaning: 
takable.. I observe that in his 
speech in this House the Prime M. 
suggested that I had abandoned my p 
tion bonnes and, ieee the Co | 



















he cient Teo Joule on. ‘hee 
tials of an envoy in Britain , an 
might as well leave. Failure to ‘no 
my mission to the British Govern e 
cast a doubt on my authority. — Dir 
and contradictory negotiations while I w 
there, and after I had arrived at agri 
‘ments, confirmed the doubt. In. ‘th 
cumstances, I felt that L could do no 
Hee the Commonwealth, | and SO ‘e deci 


to. ee ie deed man. Me a unde 
ing with him in regard: to fin fin t 
lated matters was that 
trammelled. In the pres 
to bear upon me to und 













i tted that he 
h ne soe nuan es and he in- 
at Parliament and the people 
iy judgment. He knew then, as 

now, that a would never have 








[ come to lance: phase of the 
t. The Prime Minister dwelt im- 
upon the wrong my resigna- 
“inflicted upon Australia 
Pat Bes at. the 

He 
being 
“people. 


Linister’s pe sutatgh to is 'Drea- 
partment, me a wrote a minute 


























on Desceinal aes a Ta cas from 
e Minister. » I received a cable- 
a Mr. pies dated 21st April, 


in ict ay re a sae a of 
“men in various Allied countries, 

esented to their respective Prime 
ters. The British Prime Minister, 
iting to the Convention, laid down 
ition that nothing done at it was 
ase the obligation of Great Bri- 
elp any other nation. The idea 
he ‘Conference was to see if some 
sould be found to the puzzle of 
nal exchange, _ The French and 





hough varying decline in value, 
‘consequently difficult, if not im- 
BY, or solaris 9 Achaia on a non- 






» bankers to represent them, and 
a Minis | poise the ré- 





these sab t ee ioe 


nothing in it for Australia. 
scopical contribution to the relief of th 


iter anything we might do to relieve theirs. 









et ita saat hare hese to war 
rant the appointment of a Minister. mie: 






bad ice more [L Sotiaa the Lien ‘ate 
more IL became convineed that have 
Our mi 
















difficulties of international exchange ¢o 
ouly be given by increasing the alreac 
heavy load on the Treasury and on out 
private financial institutions, and I ‘felt 
that it would be extremely. indisereet_ 
undertake anything of the kind. si 
only way in which Australia could help 
the stricken nations of Europe was t 
grant credits for goods sold to them; Bae 
other words, to take their bonds in ex- 
change for her commodities. Had we con- a 
sented to do this, we should have in- — 
creased our own misfortunes 100 per cent. 























This, in the then state of our finance, 
would have been dangerous, for it would ~ 
have meant either raising a special loan 
for the purpose, or the still further in- 
flation of our already big paper issue. The 
Brussels Conference, jon of bringing 
grist to the mill of the Commonwealth, 
would, if we had been committed to. any- 
thing by it, have drawn upon our sub- 
stance. Mr. Collins, the Secretary to the 
Treasury, who eventually attended as the — 
representative of Australia, discovered — 
this, as his cabled interview published vee Gh 
last, week's newspapers plainly indicates. 
The clouds of the Brussels Conference 
were not big with blessings for Australia, 
as the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) pro- 
fessed, and honorable members will. see 
that Australia Jost nothing ‘by my accel 
attendance at the Conference. ae 





iS i Pa 














Now we come to the Spa Confersaesle 
One would conclude from Mr. Hughes’ re-  _ 
references that I had been appointed — 
to represent’ Australia at the Spa Con- — 
ference, which was summoned to meet 
early in June. That was not the case. 
On the 12th May, the British Prime Min- 
ister cabled to the Australian Prime Mine ~ 
ister, through the old channel of the Sec- 
retary of State for the Colonies and the — 
Governor-General, directing attention t 
this matter. Although | I have a-copy 0! 
the cablegram, which “TE obtained by direc 
tion from Lord Milner, I doubt whether 
am at liberty to read it. It is not marke 
secret! or SOLS but. thotes are ny 



















German Government. I think, however, 


- that I am at liberty, now that the Con- 


- ference is over, to refer to,some portions 
of the cablegram without a violation of 
_ propriety in order to show generally what 
was the contemplated purpose and scope 
of the Conference, and what was the in- 
“yitation given to. Australia. At Spa the 


_ representatives of the Allied Governments 


were, for the first time since the signing 
ee the Peace Treaty, to meet the repre- 
_ sentatives of the German Government. 
The primary purpose of the meeting was 


aS 





Cube: ask the Germans to explain past infrac- 
tions of the Treaty, and to make arrange- 


ments for its future execution. <A serious 
attempt was also.to be made to fix the 
liability of Germany for reparation. It 


was thought that Germany wished to 


know her exact liabilities. It was con-» 
sidered that certain other matters might 


be raised, but—and the cablegram is 





__ perfectly 
idea of 


plain about this—there was no 
a revision of the Versailles 
Treaty. The British Government, feel- 
ing that the Dominions were interested, 
“invited each of them to send an accre- 
dited plenipotentiary to attend meetings 
of the British Empire delegation in 
London, to discuss with British Ministers 
before they went to Spa the questions 
-imvolved. That was the substance of 
the whole matter. The meeting was an 
_Inter-Empire gathering in. Leadon pre- 
ainary to the Conference at Spa. 

An Honoraste Mermper.—Was there 
par possibility of the White Australia 
policy being interfered with at that Con- 
ference? 


- Mr. WATT.—1I think not; but I do not 
wish to make excursions into other mat-- 


ters now, and thus, possibly, confuse hon- 
- orable. members regarding the main issue. 
Canada nominated its High Commissioner, 
New Zealand nominated its new High 
- Commissioner, South Africa sent no one, 
eX aoly I was deputed to attend for Nae 
tralia. | | 
‘Mr. Consip1ne. —Not to attend the Spa 
"Conference! 

Mr. WATT,.—No; to attend the meet- 
ing in London. 
Mr. Manony.—You were to meet the 
British Ministers ? 
Mr. WATT.—That was the invitation. 





a believe there was a short meeting of 





_ the Dominion representatives in London, 
but it was not treated as of much conse- 
Me ieee : 





might Hot ~ savieabte te didloue to. ‘ee 
‘was: eased in Eulon 


full 


“querade as a man with 


the ao iets to assume the | 


a 


La esi pitt sent a ley 


did not see why I should not say so. 






















































cision, if Lagan gine oe ue 


find ches. by the Bie ig a 
potentiary ’’ is defined asst ane 
dor or other high official investe 
power.’ I was mominated 
Australian plenipotentiary, but 
gravely told in the same cablegr: 
I was not to agree to certain things: 
out consulting Mr. Hughes. Th 
rangement was so Gilbertian that | 
divided between amusement and 
ance. The idea of being asked 

plenary powe 
although knowing that I had Aone 
ludicrous, and I told the Prime Mi ig 
so in unmistakable language. I d 
believe in hypocrisy of that kind, 


ended the matter; but the Prime 
ter (Mr. Hughes), in his cablegram ¢ 
2nd June, sent me an unctuous h 
upon the ‘evils of my ways. Ih 


to be conferred ee ane tion repré 
tatives, as he was perfectly entitled 
do, and had nominated me as the » 
sentative of Australia, I would. not 
been serving under false | colours, a 
would have been only too glad, i 
eager, to consult by cablegram. with 
Australian Cabinet, and especially — 


the two Ministers who knew © 
provisions and issues of ae ; 
sailles Treaty better than — 


But the Prime Minister _ did es 
preciate the eer he had cree 


Spa Contaraneass coma ‘noth 
When I arrived in England, as the } 
extracts will show, I put Australia’ 8 vil 
about reparation and indemnity in 
uncompromising manner : but I was | 
enough in England to have lost fait 
any German indemnity for British peor 
worth talking about, and any man w 
builds on it is, I am afraid, buildi 
alk ee saying this, I do not refl 
the genius and stre : of “pun 
Mr. an acct Ne AD 


























































xercises over Continental states- 
nations, ag well as on the great 
vulk of the British people, and feel any- 
hing: but sympathy and ‘admiration for 
m in his giant tasks. I may be wrong, 

rs tere I am, but with the 


decline in Continental 
disorders that reign 

the resolute intent—and 

hae “honorable members not to 


k yaa the va are ee used 


) of any indemnity, ‘init 
) in. its payment, even straining 
he “Franeo-British Alliance ‘in the at- 
, I feel that in the end the British 
‘must submit to receiving much 
Option than the Treaty provides. 
a lamentable thought, but I believe 

one. Mr. nace ay Me any 





and High Commiieioners in Lodaou: 
ibject to him misleading the people 
By ) Commonwealth by paying that I 


5 ing through he Brine Minister's S 
and in one of his principal cables 
re two assertions. First, ae he 


and = A Landa: and, secondly, 
had imposed on him the game con- 
he was placing on me. JI will 
h these assertions in their order, 
ya to prove the first a fallacy and 
ond untrue. Dealing with them 
r order, let. me say that there was 
difference neuer his boa and 


nd a Conference of Empire states. 


V advice 
atters to be considered, and 
without knowledge of ‘them, 
no instructions, and after no 
sion with their colleagues. We 
ful that Pee Sout come while 








chich ee upon thea dpelapndenen Te- 


as © 
t 


by specially called meeting Cabinet. Your col- 
_ leagues appreciate and share your bitter dis-— 










sponsibilities. With the exception of one 
matter, with which I can deal more salle y 
at a later stage, if necessary—and which 
arose before the Conference diesem eae 
our peace delegates were left entirely free 
from interference or control. If the 
cables were laid upon the table it would 
be seen that our messages to them) are 
classifiable under three heads: first, ~ 
those appealing for information regarding — : 
the progress of the deliberations ; second- 
ly, many voluntary messages giving help- 
ful data or suggestions; and, thirdly, 
strong cableerams of approval and sup-. 
port ‘sont in response to their requests. 
Once or twice, it is true, I explained to- 
the Prime Minister how awkward it was 
for his colleagues here to read his’ views, 
as published in the press, before we had 
received them direct. But, with the one 
exception referred to, the Prime Ministae: 
received at our hands, as Peace Ambas-— 
sador, no word of criticism and no Tae 
structions or directions. No other 
delegates to that Conference were as free. 
These are generalizations, and baa 
if the Prime Minister desires, before any . 
judicial body. However, let me give two. 
specific illustrations to which he has 
drawn attention. He complained that his _ 
Government turned him down regarding — 
the island of Nauru. T will read ee, 
cablegrams upon that question, and allow 
honorable members to decide for them- — 
selves. The right honorable gentleman’s 
cablegram, which I have in my possession, — 
is dated 3ist January, 1919; and, as thes 
Prime Minister has dealt, with these | 
matters, and, im some secret or myste- rig 
rious way, has conveyed the impression _ A 
that he was badly treated upon this_ 
phase; and since this was my cablegram, 
T take the liberty to read it. I labelled | 
it, ‘‘ Very urgent and most secret.” — Suh 
Dr. Matonry.—I suggest that the hon- 
orable member give up a lot of this 
secrecy. Let us have the whole business 
to-day. | a CR eae 
‘Mr. WATT.—I am doing so.. Honor- 
able members will please remember that ee 
this was just shortly after the Conference A 
had assembled. The cablegram reads— — 


a 











? 





Very urgent. Most secret. «Pacific Islands.” : 
Your telegrams 29th, 30th January a, 
simultaneously, and were considered at length ae 
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to us that the situation and prospects out- 
lined by you are fraught with the gravest 
possibilities to the people of this country. The 
Government’s unanimous view is that Austra- 
lian representatives and other Dominion 
statesmen are now being forced to proceed to 
a policy of complete isolation, or, alterna- 
tively, to accept conditions surrounding our 
future safety and welfare which are not war- 
ranted by moral or national considerations. 

- Your former cables conveyed comforting as- 
surances that the representatives of Britain 
and France would accept Australia’s point of 
view and support her in this vital matter, 
and we view with greatest apprehension the 
changed attitude leading to acquiescence in 
Wilson’s procedure and objective. - However 
‘the project of League of Nations may shapé 
itself, the, people ‘of. this country fully ex- 
pected that the Peace Conference would deter- 
mine such territorial questions before it rose. 
If this is to be left to some other gathering 
to be convened later, Australia will feel that 
its future has been left in a eondition of 
grave doubt, and the Government begs of you 
to stress this phase to other Dominion states- 
men, and particularly to the controlling 
minds of Britain, France, and America. 

On the question of mandate, the people of 


this continent strongly feel that British or. 


Commonwealth Government, preferably ‘the 
latter, should be given full control of former 
German Possessions now in occupation of our 
Forces. Our beneficent rule of native races 
in Papua should be sufficient guarantee to our 
great Allies that, if intrusted with this re- 


sponsibility, we shall exercise our powers 
wholly in the interests of the health, educa- 
tion, and prosperity of the natives. If this 


full trusteeship is impossible, then any man- 
“date should specify publicly and definitely 
that the control of immigration, Tariff, and 
trade matters should be given to» the ad- 
ministering authority. The most important 
of these is immigration. 
fied, Australia’s racial policy will be chal- 
lenged and injured, if not destroyed. This ean 
only mean eventual predominance of mixed 
and inferior races in the islands. Surely 
America must sympathize with a_ people 


isolated and adjacent to unnumbered coloured 


millions, but resolutely facing its duty to 
keep this fertile continent eel? its intimately 
associated islands for the selected white races. 
Australia’s bona fides have’ been demon- 
strated in such matters ever since her people 
have undertaken national tasks on this. con- 
tinent and the associated islands. Definite 
mandatory control, if inevitable, as it may 
prove, should, we contend, be vested in the 
Government of the country whose security is 
especially affected, and whose troops are in 
eccupation of territories in question. 
Paragraph (9), your telegram, 30th Janu- 
ary, indicates that Botha, Massey, and your- 
self, after discussion, agreed to accept inevi- 
table if their Government approved. You are 
best judge as to whether it is inevitable, but 
we hope, reinforced by the foregoing yiews 
you will strongly press for reconsideration 
and settlement more acceptable to our people. 


Hr. Wait. 


[REPR@SENTATIVES.| 


If this is not speci- . 
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Navy, and think that, while Dawes 
would probably accept—that is, if yo 
self accepted—whatever the statesmen of t 
United Kingdom and other Dominions es 
mined, a settlement, supported neit 
necessity nor highest moral interests, 
seriously damage splendid feeling of cord 
towards British connexion, which hither eka 
dominated our political and national ee 
ence. Be itt 
We feel sure you realize, notwithstanding - 
all th€§e arguments, that Australia eould not 
endanger relationship with Motherland and 
antagonize America without placing its whole 
future in jeopardy, and your colleagues, in 
full recognition of the splendid fight you are 
putting up to preserve Australia’s future, and 
requesting you to continue such representa, he 
tions as far as you may consider it prudent — 
to do, leave this most important of all con- 
siderations entirely in your keeping, porte: 
ing themselves. with an expression of the hope 
that, should developments appear to rende 
imminent a decision seriously affecting e 
continued relationsitips with the British | 












banity of conferring with. us. le 
(Signed) , . Warn, 
That was the cablegram which we sent to 
the Prime Minister and his colleague pn ’ 
31st January, 1919. — 5 ee 
Mr. Consipinz.~—That explains’ Nauru. 

Mr. WATT.—I have a lot more be- “f 
sides. This message was full of the 
strongest possible data and considera- i 
tions, with which—in the busy hours he 
was then living in London or Paris—he — 
could reinforce his representations to 
the British; French, and American oe uf 
vernments. It presented in a more tab- — 
loid ‘form than had ever before been 
stated the whole question of the mandates, 
of the acquisition of the islands, and. 
its imfluence upon our future ‘racial | 
and industrial development. Tt told the 
Prime Minister what was the feeling im 
Australia, and it then said, in effect 
“We leave all these things in your hands, 
and are absolutely content to let you exer- 
cise your judgment. But, if there should 
be a gréat crisis, and, on the one hand, 






















to “do—that is to say, not stool us" ae 
our suit—then we ask you, if possible, 
to confer with us.” Up to that point no 
man could have Hee; given a greate 
charter of generosity or liberty to work 
upon; and that went sai mrad to 
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-. the one point when the Prime Minister 
"said we had turned him down. 
~~ I shall*now read the other cablegrams. 
The Conference went on, and these ques- 
tions had not been settled. We were con- 
stantly wiring for information concern- 
~~ ing how the Prime Minister and his col- 
"league were getting on. We were not 
~ blaming our delegates for not advising 
> us. We knew the ramifications and the 
_ details inseparable from such a gather- 
ing of the world’s statesmen. But we 


. 1 Ast May, 1919 :— 


Cabinet has been waiting patiently for some 
information concerning destination of German 
’ West Pacific Islands. Surely matter has been 
_ determined, and we dre anxious to learn our 
fate. I need not restate general arguments 
for control, for Australia’s safety’s sake, of all 
islands now in military occupation of Aus- 
_ tralian Forces. Whatever happens to League 
of Nations, that insurance is vital. fe 
I feel, however, I must again emphasize view 
of Government respecting Nauru. British 
authorities are apparently treating it as if it 
‘were to pass to British Commissioner for 
Pacific. Your colleagues hope you will 
»Vigorously resist such proposal. Our troops 
took it, and have garrisoned it for over four 
years. If we are to get mandate for other 
German Islands, and not that one, it will be 
impossible to understand basis of settlement 
or explain away so ugly a differentiation. Its 
transfer to Commonwealth with other ad- 
_ jacent and similar lands will simplify and 
 gheapen administration, and obviate complica- 
tions arising out of overlap of authority by 

' Britain and Australia in these seas. Our orbit 
of authority would be plainly charted, and 

our responsibility clearly discernible.. These 
-considerations appear to Government to be 
elementary and irrefutable. Add this one with 

all the force of which you are capable. 

If cost of war is not to be included in re- 
paration bill, Australia’s hope of getting any- 
thing substantia! in relief of its crushing war 
debt is slender. Nauru is the one island whose 
receipts exceed its expenditure. Its phosphate 
deposit marks it of considerable value, not 

only as a purely commercial proposition, but 
because the future productivity of our con- 
tinent absolutely depends on such a. fertilizer. 

Without a sure and reasonably cheap supply 

_ of phosphate, our agriculture must languish, 
and instead of peopling our vast unoccupied 
interior, population will continue to hug the 
seaboard, where they will be a comparatively 
easy prey to any predatory Power. 

Unless we rapidly increase in numbers and 
in production, the national treasury will be 

- unable to stand the strain now resting upon it. 

_ Australia’s total public debt to-day is greater 

by scores of millions than Britain’s was five 
years ago. Think of 5,000,000 ‘people carrying 
an unproductive war debt of £360,000,000. 
at 10K2 : saa eat wae ' 
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"sent to the Prime Minister this cable, on. 


aie 
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League or no league. we must always re- 
member that more than half the people of the 
world look with hungry eyes across narrow 
seas at our great empty land. We must guard 
this British outpost, and we can only succeed 
by liberal encouragement fromm our elder kins- 


folk. We leave matter-in your hands, relying 
on the wisdom and generosity of British 
statesmen. 

(Signed) WATT. . 


Four months had passed since the first 
telegram. The second telegram, support- 
ing, and becoming more specific in data, 
was sent to him in May, and finished by 
leaving the matter entirely in his hands. 
He replied on 7th May. I am not at 
liberty to read his telegram—he can do 
so if he likes—but in it he told us, and I 
must boil down the su¥stance of the mes- 
sage, that great difficulties had occurred in 
regard to Nauru; that he could not get a 
mandate for,Australa; and that, appar- 
ently, there was to be a British partner- 
ship. {He coneluded by saying, “1 will 
not sign the Treaty, and will not aeceept 
mandate for other islands. Do you agree? 
Very urgent.” That was the attitude 
which the Prime Minister took up on the 
ith May, and my answering telegram to 
him on 9th May was as follows:— 

Secret. Your- telegram May 7th, Mandates: 
Nauru—I thoroughly sympathize with your 
frame of mind and disappointment re this 
island. I propose in review of peace terms in 
press to-morrow morning to deal with the 
matter as firmly as I consider it prudent to do 
so; but I think it would be improper not to 
sion Treaty because our reasonable aspirations 
regarding Nauru have been frustrated. If 
Australia says she will not accept mandate for 
islands because Nauru not included, the natural 
reply will be we are grabbing at valuable asset. 
I suggest that you put up best fight you can, 


and, if defeated, sign, relying on subsequent 


negotiations and representations to compel 
Britain to accede to our view or make suitable 
equivalent arrangements of~ financial kind. 
This is also Cabinet opinion. 

Mr. Warxtns.—Then, were we sold? 

Mr. WATT.—I am dealing with an- 
other matter. The honorable member 
may deal with that phase of the subject. 
for himself. The point I wish to make 
is that, in reply to the right honorable 
gentleman’s inquiry as to whether [ 
agreed that he should not sign the Peace 
Treaty, and should not accept the other 
mandates if he could not get his way in 
regard to Nauru, I said that I thought it 
would be,improper not to sign the Treaty, 
and “suggested” that he put wp the best 
fight he could, and rely on subsequent 
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representations to unravel any tangle that 
might occur. I did not give any mstruc- 
tions. 
were my brother Ministers; but we made 
suggestions, and gave helpful ideas all the 
time. The Prime Minister’s 
June, nearly a month later, was this— 


In face of your telegram, I could, of course, 
not follow the only course that would have 
given us full control of Nauru and its phos- 
phates. Iam quite sure I should have succeeded 
‘had Cabinet supported me. As it did not, I 


have been perforce compelled to make best of 


a bad job. 


The Prime Minister suggests in his argu- 
ments concerning this matter that we con- 
trolled him, and that he was subjected to 
unfair treatment. I will ask any un- 
biased jury if Cabinet would have 
been justified in telling the Prime 
Minister not to sign the Peace Treaty, 
and not to accept the mandate for 
the cther captured islands, simply be- 
cause the mandate over Nauru was 
eventually to be a partnership between 
certain parts of the British Empire, and 
not a purely Australian mandate. Any 
jury can answer that question to. suit 
itself; but I cannot conceive that any 
rational body of Australians would have 
thought the Government wrong in assum- 
ing that attitude. As. a. matter . of 
fact, I believe the arrangement ulti- 
mately arrived at in. regard to Nauru is 
a better one than that which the Prime 
Minister sought, and that it is less likely 
to load us with heavy capital charges in 
the purchase of the whole of the com- 
pany’ s rights. J propose, at a later stage, 
to give the facts regarding the new agree- 
ment for the purchase of those rights. I 
am quite sure that historians will ‘have no 
dificulty in deciding who played the 
statesman on that particular occasion. 


I will take another case. The Prime 
Minister said, in his cable to me dated 
2nd June— 


You complain that I communicated with the 
British authorities. 
your own practice while I acted as representa- 
tive of Australia in London. I could mention 
‘many cases in which you did this on matters 
relating to my mission, but one will suffice. 
In November, 1918, you advised Secretary 
‘of State of Government’s approval of prin- 
ciples of clearing scheme for settlement of pre- 
war debts, merely notifying me of» the action 
taken. That was clearly a matter on which I 
might have been consulted, at all events. 


Mr. Watt. ¢ ho ear 


Phe “ 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


I was not entitled to do so, nor, 


reply on 4th, 


Let me remind you of. 
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That is a quotation gone the 
Minister’s cable of 2nd June. | 
not the means of proving’ aan . 
about to say, but the Prime m3 
has. My recollection of this matter 
that the present Minister for ae 
Customs (Mr. Greene) carefully examined — 
this scheme when submitted by theta rity 
perial Government and brought it ’ to 
Cabinet for approval. I said, however, i 





that before accepting the recommenda- 7 
tion the Prime Minister should be con- 
sulted, and I authorized the despatch of Ae 
a cable asking his views or wishes. After 
some delay the Prime Minister said he es 


agreed, and Cabinet approved and for- — 
mally notified the British Government. 
The Minister for Trade and Customs 

may recall the procedure adopted; but, 
in any case, the official files are open for baie 
inspection , ‘and I have the temerity, eal 
after the lapse of two years, to rely upon 
my memory of the matter.. If I] am ins 
error I will gladly make amends to the 
right honorable gentleman. So much Aa 
for that point. | a One 


Honorable members, if they wish tes. ae 
judge such questions fairly, must, I sub- 
mit, distinguish between the Prime 
Minister as Peace Envoy and the same 
man as Dominion Minister doing’ busi- © i 
ness for his people in Britain. The right 
honorable gentleman would fail before 
any fair tribunal to demonstrate that he. Pos) 
was placed in harness as a Peace Envoy: 
but he complained in this cable of 2nd 
June that I had repeatedly checked and — y 
blocked him in his other capacity as a 
visiting Minister. He gave several pee | 
stances in addition to the one I have ~~ 
cited. I propose to take a few of them. 
He. said that I had extended the wool 
contract without his consent. That state- 
ment, so far as it goes, is quite true. 
The question of wool was never men- — 
tioned as one to which he. would attend, 
and, at his own request, I was specially 
placed in charge of it during his absence. 
IT shall deal with this more fully when, I yf 
come to refer to my earlier resignation M4 
from the Government, to which the 
Prime Minister, tn his ‘speech last July, ae 
gave much prominence. Before discus- Bay: 
sing the subject, however, let me say Rei 
that, on several occasions while he was 
in England, he urged me to prevent any 
further extension of the wool contract. 
But for that, I have no 
the recent eatastrophic drop 
would not have fallen 








































oted on that in etc a the 
pecial subjects intrusted to an absent? 
Delegation the position is different. 
That is why I was studiously careful not 


aan with the Prime cue in 





Hae! is another Gleine also ee 
by the Prime Minister in his cablegram 
of the and June. He said— 


ta) . : ‘ 


os the Page Mister: is in a 
with all the. canes files in his 


a Robot to Pais I remember, 
1ortly after his arrival in London 
he asked me to telegraph him 
all cables exchanged both ways 
e Secretary of State. I pointed 
- enormous expense: of such a 
lon, for our correspondence then 
Honorable members 


t thet pried congestion which 
aa the public eid. was’ due fo 


Peak the Srey of State ‘to 
ily hand him in London copies of 
es despatched or*received. That 
quickest, cheapest, and most 
-lke procedure. If he had not 
shese call one six < months, 









> body thought the Prime Minister | was 


London. 


. ie vane started = the ee o th 
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“Take ae coraplaane 
gram of 2nd June, the Prime Minister 
said to me— \ 









Then, in May, 1918, re finance, you said 1 
must do nothing involving finance on- ae 
scale without consulting you. », 
That is not strictly correct, but it. served 
to recall an interesting episode. Every- 

































































wid Suez, to 
The people who said good- bye © 
to him in the Melbourne express on the 
Sydney station certainly thought so. 
Many learned with surprise that he had 
doubled back from Homebush, and had 
joined the Niagara for the Pacific route! ec 
It was all very mysterious to me, his — 
locum tenens, and I—and I think other 
Ministers as well—had to submit to much — 
badinage about it. A week or two 
after he had sailed, I heard for 
the first, time that the Governor of 
the Commonwealth Bank, Sir Denison | 
Miller, was a fellow passenger on 
the Niagara. Knowing the enterprise _ 
of my late leader, and remembering — 
his daring transaction in the pur- 
chase of ships when he was in Bri- 
tain on a previous occasion, | adopted Cae 
wise precautionary measure. I had just 
gone to the Treasury, was deeply con- — 
cerned about the condition of the loan 
moneys, and, wishing to be sure rather 
than sorry, T sent him, according to my — 
memory of the occasion, a request, nob — 
an instruction, as ‘Treasurer, that he 
would not embark upon anything in- _ 
volving large moneys without first con- 
sulting me. He at once acquiesced, show- 
ing, I presume, his complete approval. Is 
there any man here, remembering the war 
and finance outlook at that hour, who will 
pronounce such an action as unfair or 
unjustified? TI here, again, speak without — 
access to official ‘documents, but the | 
Prime Minister is at liberty to table the 
cables, which, I venture to say, will bear 
out my recollection, I shall now traverse. 


going in an Orient ship, 











another statement in the Prime Minis- — 


ter’s cable of the 2nd June. In that cable — 
the Prime Minister said that in con- 
nexion with the sale of the Australian : : 
ships in March, April, and May, 1919, I 
had said the proper procedure was to 
obtain definite authority from the Cabi 
net, and that he should carefully observe 
that rule. The facts of the matter are 
these: About March, 1919, the Prim 
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Commonwealth as if they were his owh 


private property. The Minister’ in 
charge of shipping (Mr. Poynton) was 
as much disturbed as I was. The Cabi- 
net had never been consulted as to the 
method of disposing of our tonnage, and 
the first we knew of the matter was when 
the Prime Minister told me of the sales he 
had made, and asked me to arrange for 
transfer to the British register. 

Dr. Matonzy.—Whzy did you not let us 
know at the time? 

Mr. WATT.—When my honorable 
friend gets into Cabinet he will know 
that a Minister cannot do such things. 


Dr. Manronny.—He can, if bé wishes— ' 


if a is honest. 


WATT LU: hope the aude able 
Slee is not casting any imputations on 
mie. 

Dr. Matonzry.—No. 


Mr. WATT.—1 OL a with the 
Prime Minister, and reminded him of the 
requirements of the Audit Act. The real 
point, however, in this discussion is whe- 
ther [ impeded him in his legitimate 
duties as an absent Minister. The answer 
to that question is that not one of his 
then colleagues thought it was part of his 
job to undertake such business without 
previous consultation with the Cabinet, 
and they authorized me to say so. No 
rational man charged with the responsi- 
bility of running the Government at that 
ov any other time could have taken any 
other course. The mere fact that the 
‘Prime Minister does not see the difference 
between the definite commission on finance 
with which I departed from Australia and 
his own unauthorized activity is an evi- 
lence of obtuseness—and I say it firmly 
---which he has hitherto suecessfully con- 
cealed. 

_ Now, as to wheat, which is the remain- 
ing question. The Prime Minister com- 
plains that he was hampered by contra- 
dictory instructions and compelled to back 
down concerning some arrangements he 
had made with on British Wheat Com- 
mission, 
Cabinet (Senator Russell) who could 
answer if he would. All I, know is that 
the Prime Minister, himself, constituted 
a Wheat Board, of which Senator Russell 
was chairman. He gave to that Board 
large powers regarding wheat, and every- 
ee that was said by Senator Russell in 


pe 4 
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help went directly to himself. 


doubtful exception of wheat: and any in- i) 


There is a man at present in the 


above all, and this is the crux—that _ 
never communicated directly. with the 
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the cables I despatched for him 4 
Prime Minister was after consul 
with the men whom the Prime Min 
had appointed as trustees for the : ; ne 
of the wheat. 
of men, intimate with the wheat a de 

who regret that. the handling of the com- co) 
modity was not in commercial hands at 
that particular time; and these men were mi 
iw some cases associated with the Board. ae 


‘I now sum up by saying that, as’ peacg, on 
envoy, the Prime Minister was, Im the © 


gullest sense. of the word, a plenipotentiary, Bp 


He was subject to no interference on con- 
trol in that capacity. I never ‘con- ae 
municated directly with the British Go- - 
vernment on one ‘subject arising, out of 
his peace negotiations without his pr 
vious approval. All my suggestions and — 
Inga 
business—as distinct from peace matt aS “s 
—which the Cabinet placed in his haa 

he was just as free, with, perhaps, - the 


fluence that was brought to ‘pear. on him — 
was of his:own creation — it did mot. © 
emanate from his Ministers. Wath ae? 
gard to the things he did ontside’ eis) 
specific commission, the telegrams will ye 
show that I sought nothing but Cabinet on 
consultation ‘by cable, which was a per- pig 
fectly legitimate attempt. This the — 
Prime Minister resented. I think there — 
is something unfortunate in the fact that  ’ 
a man with such an adroit and able mind — 
should harp raucously on matters that, 
after all, are small, and do not apply. 
I have paid extended attention to those 
matters, not because they are strictly ger-~ 
mane to the issue between us, but because 
the Prime Minister raised them, and Lam 
anxious to give honorable members theo 
answering facts. If the Prime Minis- 
ter’s view were right, that my position 
was identical with his own at Paris, at 
best he was, according to his own show. 
ing, only trying to get a “little bit of hi 
own back;” in other words, he was tryi 

to flog me with the whip he said I fr 
used on him. I have shown that our 
missions were widely different — that 
never used the whip as he suggested, and, 























British Government on matters concert 
ing his work without his previous: knOW 
ledge or approval. 





0 1e to some other matters. 
generally true that the manage- 
‘ool affairs by the Central Wool 
ee has bea wise and successful. 










Sea sta blaeed fy handle the 
Pool worked with smoothness and satis- 
{ faction, ‘The Government and _ the 






the services of so many able men to per- 
form. this work; but while that is true of 
- the Central and State Committees, I am 
not sure it is true of the Prime Minister 
whenever he interfered with wool. Some 
f his decisions are like the peace of God; 
nd when I was looking at the wool mat- 
ters in London a few of them came under 
my ‘notice. There was a question of the 
‘supply of 50,000 bales to France, which 
the British Administration felt bound to 
| _ They regarded-the transaction 
d business, and they asked me to get 
he ‘matter fixed up when I was in Lon- 
_I, therefore, wired the Prime Min- 
ister on the 21st May, and told him I 
ught | he should give a decision, and 
in view of the history of the negotia- 
did not see how we could refuse. 
I may say, was for some reason 
by the Prime Minister when he 
z cables to the House. He replied © 
e > 29th gers and told me not to 
‘That was his gentle 


[ was Bee more or less amic- 
ot a ee and, ae 


1 which were higher by 85 per cent. 
the Sia rates. Apart from 


--was such an iliga tian <1 felt 


1 a doubtful Sorat we were 


iter, but if the sale has not been 
ad as to this. the Prime Minister 








the neighbourhood of adn: 
Raceriing. |) 
@ was another matter ag which I 


_ growers: have been fortunate in securing © 


heard, peery.. ery to the 











to stop the ican! of sprites laa to. tale 
the Central European countries, and. this 
was their method of giving employment. 
A difference of opinion arose between th 
British Government and the Australian. 
Government, not as to the question of 
supply, I understand, but as to the ques- 
tion of price. The British Governmen 
wished the price to be on the basis of the 
_ month of issue, which, as I remember, oh 
was July of this year. The Prime Mine — 
ister of Australia, however, wished the 
price tg be fixed on the average of the last — 
six months. To me that was an unheard- 
of suggestion, with a fluctuating commo- 
dity like wool. I do not iknow whether | 
that sale went through or not; but, if it 
did not, and the July prices were not 
taken, there is another loss of about 
£250, 000. . Thase items total about 
LF 50, 000, half of which affects the Aus- 
tralian grower. It would be interesting — 
to have all the papers concerning these — 
matters laid on the table, so that 7 
might see what happened. oe a 
While the Prime Minister was away 
two years ago, a question arose of the 
cancellation of a big sale to the United 
States of America after the war had 
closed. So far as I remember—and I — 
was then dealing with wool in the ab- 
sence of the Prime Minister—the Go- 
vernment at Washington asked the 
British Government to agree to an aban- — 
donment of the contract, and the British — 
Government ‘recommended the Australian — he 
Government to agree. The Prime Minis- 
ter, however, objected, and resisted the — 
cancellation. Eventually the British Go- 
vernment did cancel the contract, with | 
the consequence that the undelivered por. 
«tion»was sold at a much better price than _ 
the contract price. If that transaction 
were analyzed, I would not be mpi 3 
to learn that the extra profit accruing — 
through the sale, which the Prime Minis- — 
ter tried to prevent, was a couple of mil- 
lions sterling, half of which, in due * 
, course, is coming to Australia. Muy 
I must now deal with two other weal 
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*hahile thé cee Miuiaeas was in London iH 
he Central Wool Committee was 5 ee ; 
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Be ironoht: to a eaten: of a post-war 
Pool. ‘The chairman of the Committee 
told me that many 
thought it would take two or three years 
after the termination of hostilities to 
organize and stabilize the wool manufac- 
- turing industries of the world. With a 
large prospective carry-over of Australian 
e wool at the close of the contract, the Com- 
mittee thought it would be advisable, 
- with the consent of the growers, to keep 
‘going an organization to bridge the gulf 
of’ uncertainty, and to maintain Austra- 
lian and British supremacy in the wool 
trade. They were, therefore, considering 
whether we should: attempt to have a still 
further extension of the wool: contract. 
Those interested in the trade were unani- 
mous, and representations were made to 
me on the subject; but, to use a popular 
phrase, the Prime Minister “ squashed ” 
the idea by cabling that there was to be 
no extension. I so informed Sir John 
_ Higgins, and there, so far as I know, the 
matter ended. Of course, we can all be 
wise after the event; but T venture to say 
that if the question had received the at- 
tention it deserved, the Australian wool 
- position to-day would have been sound 
and free from anxiety, instead of being 
in such a critical position. 

In my earlier remarks I referred to 
a meeting which the Prime Minister 
held in Sydney on.the 27th April. 
I think I ought to say that when the 
tenor of his speech on that occasion was 
published in tke British press, adminis- 
 trators, wool traders and manufacturers,. 
and bankers commented very unfavorably 
upon it. It created profound agitation 
in the trade, and much press criticism fol- 
lowed. ‘The proposals were almost every- 
_ where spoken of as impracticable, and ill- 
considered, and they were rejected by 
British wool opinion. That was the at- 
_ mosphere I encountered in commencing 
_ the practical part of my mission in Lon- 
don. Whether the Prime Minister or his 
critics were right or wrong, I do not even 
_ now consider myself competent to judge; 
_ but this I do know: that from that day 

confidence in the Wool Committee ap- 
fe pears to have been shattered. The market 
has been tumbling ever since, and the out- 
_ look for both old stock and new clip is, to 
mi put it mildly, very black. That may be 


Ce ee or it aay ue ne inevitable i 


operation of cause. er: 


of the members 


‘patlbobions for »the information 


_ handed man, who would not consult. 


‘servations are made by the company (a) 


these are REPRE, pe the 


arn 





ss dee ing Ske 


result is a loss to Austra 

millions of pounds. It is 

the Wool Committee, in ‘its annual r 
disclaims all responsibilities for ‘the 
posals. I deeply regret that the 
Minister has so often gone out of | 
to flout on technical questions — 
opinion which through the war, and 
the war, has given such aid to. 
vernment. That is his responsi 
however, and I submit these fact 



































House, bearing, | 
upon a matter concerning which 
sent abroad. 7 


The Prime Minister He oiliode : 
cables and speech that ‘I was a | 


net or accept any directions. 
the file of correspondence before 
nos he peutied scree aie 


perhaps could not see pene my on 
view the bearing which such cable 
maida my pene ts with the . 


vad some of hase oma cables, ino 
to show how anxious I was at every 
to consult Cabinet, except in regar 
those things concerning which I had 
left free and specially commissioned. 
me take first this statement from t 
in reference to the Nauru agreement, 
is in my cable dated 18th ee to. 

Prime Minister— eh las 


Secret. Re Nauru—You pie aes sig ‘pos 
sion of Secretary of Stale 
25th February, referring to purchase ~ 
compensation, &c., to Pacific Phosphate G 
pany. Draft agreement has now been sent 
High Con siainies and it has been peru 
by him and our lawyer, and by Collins. 
you will note, in paragraph seven of Am 
despatch above-mentioned, two importan 


relation to their contract with the ‘Em 
Transport Company, and (b) in rela 
the right to take, after certain interests 3 a 
safeguarded, up to a maximum of 101 
tons phosphate per annum. — I think 





fits night Piura one: to sign 
ie advisable that Cabinet should 
ese new conditions. Three other 
e arisen, but you need not worry 
The first is that the original Act 


























ubsequently be pide: The second 
sation to company’s staff—in all 
ces I think we ought to agree to 
posals up to £39,000, The third is Nnutual 
referred to in article 8 of agree- 
nt between Governments, dated 2nd July, 
9, which has never been reached. Failing 
ich. agreement, contributions of capital will 
e decided under article 14. As proportion 
provided for in article 14 appears quite equit- 
) nk we may consider position on this 





ion to question raised relating to tonnage con- 
act and rights of aes Prapey to ior 









de est the bas, Gover euias 
. the 2ist Mee the Prime Minister 































o. 7 of ena of Colonies’ Volae 9 
ruary; quite agree they are undesir- 
do not under stand why they were put 
and get them excised. If you fail, 
is hardly worth wrecking agreement if we 
market rates for up to 100,000 tons. 
af As to other points, they are not important. 


Ot 


We da. ail to get thea excised, and find- 
ng that we were to get at least the full 
narket sate on the 100,000 tons upon 
vyhich the company was theoretically 
to lay its hands, the agreement 
cepted. That ‘¢ablegram shows 
was in an amicable spirit of con- 
th the Prime Minister in regard 
| matters in respect to which con- 
sultation was the proper method of pro- 
Cl As another instance, let me 





breath shipping line, which the 
morable gentleman also exeised 
file for some reason or r other. 


ities. 


2 right honorable gentleman any 
yility that he should not properly 
trom the point of view I am 
ibm. ae to the ‘House these com- 


in my cable of 21st May— 


so ae not wish to impose 


it from me by cable. Of course, I did not 


ae ae a full Oy SHEY: big kes before I 










regard bas Sie special matters. 


Re Commonwealth Shipping Line are! 
discussed management with Larkin. He is 
very upset at inability. obtain decisions im- 
portant matters. At my request, he has fur 
nished memorandum setting forth difficulties 
of present system. He says, “inter alia, ‘‘ That, 
unless management of line is given full power pit 
without further delay, disaster will result at. 
no distant date. If it is not possible to legis- 
late as suggested, I would advocate selling out 
whole venture while there is yet time.” Am 
convinced that problem calls for your urgent — 
attention. ae oe 
And the right honorable gentleman re- 
plied in his cablegram of 29th May— 

Re Larkin——I do not understand his atti-— 
tude, and I suggest you inform him that, if he 
has anything to complain of, he should com- 
municate direct with me. We have just raised — 
his salary to £3,000. 1 
As instructed, I told Mr. Larkin that his e 
business was to communicate direct with | 
the Prime Minister... He replied, “1 
have been doing that all along, but I 

thought that now you have come to Eng- 
land I was entitled to speak to you as if — 
you were a visiting Minister with some 
power.’’ I do not know whether I de- 
clined very much in Mr. Larkin’s estima- 
tion after that conversation, but I had 
nothing further to do with him. Ati anys) 
rate, British Muinisters frequently con- 
sulted me about matters that were not — 
on the list of my mission—they alwavs do — 
when Commonwealth Ministers go to 
London—and I always cabled tc the | 
Prime Minister about them. One instance 
was the appointment of a successor to Sir — 
Ronaid Munro Ferguson as Governor- — 
General, but in regard to these matters — 
I was warned off the grass. As I told 
the Prime Minister in one of my cable- 
grams to him, I was not permitted to — 





touch subjects which were not included — 


in my list, and in respect of those with — 
which I was sent Home specially to deal 
T was told that I must await instructions 
before acting. I said plainly that that — 
was the status given to an inferior official» — 
and not to a Minister of State, and E 
could not accept it. oh 
Let me clear up two other matters which a, 
excited comment by the Prime Minister. _ 
He complained that he read of mye 
resignation in the press before he received _ 


= 





know that the right honorable gentleman ES, 
was on holiday in New South Wales ab a 
_ the time, but I despatched my cablegram ; 













Resignation of 





i ae bs tthe press. 
ment messages were easily racing press 
messages to Australia. 
any secretary, who is now private secretary 
_to the present Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) can testify to the truth of that. 
Here is the other matter: In my cable- 
_ gram of 27th May I told the Prime Min- 
ister that his fatal cable to the Secretary 
of State in regard to wool ‘‘ was not Ne 
same in form or manner of presentation ” 
“as he had advised me. Deliberately, or 
. et cay, he distorted my statement, 


and said in the House that I had com-- 


plained that the two were different in 
_ substance. 
my assertions, and said that he had shown 
the two cables to the honorable member. 
“for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) and the honorable 

member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), 
mts could see no- difference between the 
_ two. 

Mr. Hucues.—They were shown 
- right honorable member’s statement. 

‘Mr. WATT.—But in order to judge 
Dafhother the statement was true they 


the 


should have seen the other two cable- 


“ 


ee | 

Mr. Hucuss.—They saw them. 

‘Mr. WATT. ee I do not under- 
ed: how they could regard the two 
cables as being the same. The Prime 
' Minister’s cable to me indicated that he 
“pics first the scheme relating to the 
new clip, and that he had put his views 
concerning old wool accounts as a kind of 
"postscript or afterthought, whereas his 
 cablegram to Lord Milner started with a 
ene demand about the old wool 
accounts and moneys. There was no bond 
_ fide reason why the Prime Minister 
should not have sent me an exact copy 

a of the cable he sent to Lord Milner. 












he thought he had better camouflage his 
nessage. He knew he was doing me an 
al injustice. and he tried to hide it as much 
as he could. This was an occurrence, not 
important in itself, but ugly and signifi- 
cant when surrounded by its context. It 
is another example of the Prime“ Minis- 
ter’s unpardonable lack of frankness, 
even with a colleague. There are some 
kindly members of the Government, and, 
I understand, also private members of the 
party, who cannot understand a man 
resigning office. Such a step is so foreign 
1 eat habits or natures beg they are 
Ra nea 














He professed amazement at 





are the time Gaver 


My late private 


ae fact that he did not indicates that 


ms 


-before I left for England, and I 


























































[REPR SEN’ se adil ay 





tb or hie Mores Chik “my 
tions. Sometimes 


case, I believe it has 
ably attributed to shattered We 
The rumour has been sedulously 
pered abroad, ‘‘ Poor fellow; he‘ 
himself; he has broken. down. 
these: _gentlemen, I would ey the 


nate Rekdgion: T had noe bean ver 
it prudent to get medical consent 
work which I proposed to und 
During the voyage—which was — 
one, because I travelled on a ca 
German vessel—my health rapi 
proved, and I arrived in Europe fi 
mental vigour. Some of those who 
brought into official contact wit 
would be inclined to confirm that 
scription of my condition, I say 
things because I wish members to di 
from their minds the suggestiommthat NV 
Hughes exchanged cables with a p u 
and impulsive invalid. Whethe 
approve of my conduct or not, I as 
to accept my assurance that I was in 
session of whatever faculties the 
mighty has lent me, and that I det 
mined on my course after the fu est ¢ 
sideration of all the  circumsta: 
national and personal. As I reflect 
the Prime Minister’s tactics in his ] 
ling of me, my memory recalled an 3 
dent of some interest. When — 
Hughes returned home Den the P 
Conference, we stage-managed, yo 
remember, a series of welcomes 9 s 
from Fremantle eastward, i 
Mr. Tupor.-—We said on every 
form that those. welcomes were § 
managed. 7 
Mr. WATT.—The gatherings 
nated with a Asso in Melbour 


Mason the es Re i gen 
recounted my services to Australi 
ing his absence, and dwelt eloquent . 
my fidelity and loyalty to the- Nat 
party and to him. -He pore 







and I mistook for spontaneity an 
cerity, and warmly wringing my 
said, ‘‘ For what he has done, | 





















hat be a ees Os Rinadehin. 
y and sustained assistance, may 
me from any further exhibition 
I have reflected 
urnfully upon the motives that im- 
fed. the me Minister a the path 
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in LE 
by ‘Sr J Cook and Mr. Highs, I 





nan knows, to join ‘the dation 
ed when it was ae ah I 


| ‘campaign. . As E have ex: 
, and as I shall have occasion to 
in a moment,’ I wished to 


death if he treads on a king’s 
dow, and I suppose that, in some 
houg: tless moment, I must have com- 
i. il crime. _ Such _ speculation, 


of going to te Bhs the dark 
‘of the Prime Minister’s motives, 
r they may have been. I leave 
> his own conscience, and to the 
- oe re brains of others to un- 


some reason, “which to me is in- 
le, but, I assume, to discredit me, 
ughes told the House that I had 
d three times from the Ministry 
return from England. Let me 
. While he was away, I 
| i urged by medical authority 
x from office, and that advice 
mpanied, as he knows, by the 
of many relatives and. friends. 
onveyed to him by ‘cablegram, 
i urged me to hold on until his 
I vhad fully: intended to ron 














ief from office. I did not re- 
e urged me to remain with him 


ter ane leet which was then 












‘September he made as 


on his colleagues in regard to that action 


_ ports you as having said to the Farmers and, 





h in s de 

which re-opened a a sore » By ne fi 
relations. He had never forgiven the 
Government or myself for extending the 
wool contract while he was away, and 
in that speech he reflected so serioush 


that I sent to him the ghey ei, 
of resignation— | 


22nd September, 1919. 
My dear Prime Minister, 

I take the earliest opportunity on my return: 
from the country of addressing you upon - a: 
matter which has caused me much surprise and 
concern. The Argus of the 17th instant re- 


Settlers Association in Sydney— 

“He could have sold more wheat and ae kat 

a better price if it had not been that the 

Australian wool clip had been sold while ~ 

he was on the water. That took away the. — 

strongest weapon in his armoury. Be oe 
wheat they had competitors, but, in regard — 

to wool, Australia was ‘it’ If the wool 

had not been sold when it was, Australia . 

would have been in a better position.” iy 

If that is a correct report, and I assume it 
is, as it has not been contradicted, but rather 
confirmed by your reply to a question in) thes); 
House later in the week, to my mind it involves — 

a grave breach of Cabinet etiquette and. Pee " 
ciple. 

It will be within your recollection that on 
several occasions while you were representing — 
Australia in’ London and Paris after the ees- - 
sation of hostilities, I expressed: by cable dis- — 
approval of some of your published utterances; 
but, in my anxiety to preserve the unity of the 
Cabinet. I studiously refrained from announcing 
such differences On the contrary, when ques- — 
tioned in Parliament and elsewhere as to 
whether the Government was bound by certain 
of your speeches on critical questions, IT un- 
hesitatingly said that the Government accepted HAR 
full responsibility for the views of the Prime art 
Minister. CoP 

You, apparently, consider it permissiley ‘ 
without consultation, to take the other course. 
In my opinion, your action in so doing con- | 
stitutes the most dangerous infraction of be 
Cabinet solidarity. ay 

IT have always believed this principle igh ‘be ye 
absolutely essential to the maintenance of Tes 
sponsible Government when the Cabinet represiaine 
sented a homogeneous party; and I consider — 
that its jealous observance is even more neces-— 
sary in the present case when Ministers speak — 
for a composite party. i 

Your statement disclaims responsibility for, : 
and virtually repudiates, one of the most im- 
portant acts of administration performed by 
your colleagues during your absence from Aus- 
tralia, and your open condemnation of it place: 
them in a very invidious position. I do not 
know how they view the situation, but, as the — 
one who Hert and cheerfully accepts, the Ha : Desi 























: ras to the merits of the coal contract ques- i 


tion, inguiry will elicit the fact that the vast 


bulk of énliphtened judgment cordially ap-— 
It was hailed on all sides as 


' proved the sale, 
- a highly advantageous business deal, and I can 
i eect) no act of LGovebument during the war 
period which received such unanimous sanction. 
‘It stimulated rural production and stabilized 
ae and private finance at the most perilous 
_ pomt in our history, as competent judges will 
testify. In view of the widespread satisfaction 
a teat at the extension of the contract and 
_ the acknowledged benefits it conferred, there 
“appears to be something sinister in your 
having gone out of your way to pronounce so 
Ne eonely against it. 
_ Your remarks suggest that, had the further 
Sh ea sale not been made while you were on the water, 
¥ you could have made better sales of other ‘Aus- 
tralian products. I am, of course, not qualified 
to say whether that is, or is not, probable; but, 
ap that opinion implies that, by accepting 
worse conditions for wool, you could have ob- 
tained better conditions for wheat or metals, 
then I say frankly I could not stand for such 
hae If every producer of our staple 
a ‘commodities was, or is, entitled to relative 
world parity for his goods, there was, and 1s, 
_ surely no. justification for asking the one man 
to take less for his wool in order that another 
ik should get more for his wheat, &e. 
Considerations surrounding the merits of the 
“wool question, however, while thoroughly rele- 
vant, are not the most material things at issue 
between us. The main and vital point is that 
of Cabinet solidarity. This has been' destroyed 
by your unexpected remarks on the occasion 
fa _ referred to, and while anxious, as I have ever 
been, to avoid embarrassment ‘to the National 
party, or yourself as its leader, I feel that the 
only course open to me is to retire from the 
Government. 

It would, perhaps, be scarcely fair to you, or 
to! my ‘colleagues, who may consider that they 
hare responsibility for the situation I have 

iN We deavnuted to describe, to summarily resign 
rs _ without discussion of it in Cabinet. 

If an opportunity for such discussion is 
“afforded before the House meets, I am pre- 
oe to withhold my resignation, but, if not, 
I shall be reluctantly compelled to ask you to 

‘relieve me from office without further delay. 
I shall, in the circumstances, not attend 
Cabinet to- -day. 

: With unaltered personal regard, 

Believe me to remain, 

He LONI ae Yours sincerely, ' 
nL Mn ee ! (Sgd.) |W. A. Warr. 
TAS special Cabinet meeting was called, 
and we discussed the matter, the Prime 
“Minister saying, that he ‘would put 
things right at the Melbourne Show. 
He made another speech there, but it 
did not put things right, 
oe September, I wrote this letter— 
ie Melbourne, 24th September, 1919. 
My Dear Prime Minister, 


I am glad that you have put the Central 
Tool Committeo and 


















The Prime Minister had ‘ete ¢ 


and, on the. 
tasks. My 


bal Sagi ewe at “the 





































ey with regard ‘ts ‘ 
you expressed your intention of 
Cabinet on Monday. I cannot fathom 
son, although I suppose you have one: 
tory to yourself, 
Since I wrote you on Minder, i, Fr 
the report of your Sydney speech in th 
ing Herald and Daily Telegraph, and th 
much more objectionable than the M 
extract I quoted. Both these papers 
you as saying that the last wool s 
conducted behind your back. 2 AN 
An apology to, and eulogium of, t 
Committee cannot undo the evil effects 
a statement. The Government, and | 
Committee, sold the wool; and, as the? 


cannot submit in silence to ‘such | an ¥ 
ranted attack. ; : 


va | bare een you on several 


geen I Hae continued in office, an 
prepared to go on so long as my hea 
mitted. | 
Your latest utterances, poeiee: Yr 
impossible for me to longer remain a m 

ber of the Government, and I now des 
resign my position as Treasurer of th 
monwealth. i 
Will you be good enough to tendee 
signation to His wt yes the G 
General? sap 
Yours en ae ! 


(Sg) W. ALN 


meeting, and, subsequent. thereto 
certain statements to the press. Ff 
that he was \greatly surprised th: 
newspapers had taken his comme 
the way in which they had done, and, 
indeed, that anybody had miscons trued 
his remarks, He added that h 

never meant to imply anything 
his colleagues; and, generally, hee 
gized. That occurred. on 25th Seq 
ber, and the resignation was withd: 
The Prime Minister, © by reference 
such matters, sought. to i" create the 
pression that I was an ible 
league, always tossing — 
The facts prove that I was mob! 
to remain in office, but that J 
every time to his strong personal 
and, probably against my best int 
cheerfully co-operated with him 
stand was right, Ye 


based on high Bay ae ; 








mS in. ae Mcirin nity of 
ople, ought to react against its 
The incident would have passed 
to the limbo of things forgotten. In- 
ed, it had passed, and would have re- 
ed there but for my right honorable 
Tiend’s somewhat tasty resurrection of 
‘it. After the general elections in De- 
cember of last year I reminded Mr. 

Hughes of our understanding, when he 
again urged me to continue in the Go- 
ernment at least until the session had- 
ot fairly going; and I consented. 

hortly after, this trip was invented for 
e, and I was sent abroad, there to, be 
discredited, which, ‘doubtless, suited the 
Prime Minister’ s ambitious schemes bet- 
ter than my quiet withdrawal from office. 
he Prime Minister stated that I had 
esigned twice in writing in one year. 

_ have no recollection of any resigna- 





























































But the extraordinary and welcome 
_ popularity of my former private secreta- 
f with present Ministers makes it 
veut. for me to refresh my memory. 


fe eralia for Geneva, in company 
th Senator E. D. Millen; only a few 
days before I landed in Australia; and 
my last. secretary—I am very pleased to 
j te—has been adopted by my successor 
he «Treasury. If, however, the 
| Minister has any other resignation 
: ong his papers he is at liberty to table 
have tabled this. 


ve detained the House for a great 
of time, and I wish very briefly 

) . I desire first’ to thank the 
a Leader of the Labour Opposition, the 
_ honor able member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor), 


the pair which I had arranged 
lim before leaving Australia; and 
re, also, to thank my old friend of 
years’ standing, who is not here 
—I refer to the honorable member 
murke (Mr. Anstey)—for the cheer- 
“manner in which he co-operated in 
operation of that pair. I thank my 
, the honorable member for Koo- 
(Sir Robert Best) in that, although 
avily laden man himself, he so well 
ed to the work of my constituency. 
mae said’ these things, I have 
1 that I wish, at this stage, to say. 





bers my thanks for the splendid hearing 


or the honorable way in which he ob-— 







declare my attitude bowelrds the Govern 
ment. I do not think that, under cover 
of a motion for the suspension of cer- 
tain of our Standing Orders, the occa- 
sion should be regarded as appropriate 
for me to do so. But, at an early stage, 
when opportunity offers, I shall make 
my attitude in that respect perfectly 


plain. Now I tender to honorable mem- 











which they have accorded me to-day. Lt 
have outlined the facts concerning my 
resignation as a Minister, frankly, and as 
1 see them; ae T leave the whole matter 
to the judgment of the people, whose — 
servant I have been for twenty-three 
years. a 
Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Ae n 
ter and Attorney-General) [4.56]—The 
honorable gentleman who has just re- — 
sumed his seat has made a very long | 
speech. He has had the fullest oppor- 
tunity to set out all those circumstances — 
that he can urge by way of extenuation © 
or explanation why he abandoned his ~ 
post as the representative of the Com- — 
monwealth, leaving problems which, as — 
he said, reluted to matters of “life ‘aie ae 
death”? unsettled. We have heard him, © 
patiently, and I put this question to my — 
fellow citizens: What man who had a 

good case would have made such a speech ? 

The situation is quite simple. The hon- — 
orable gentleman is no novice in politics. _ 
He has had very long experience. He 
went from this country charged with — 
matters of grave import. He abandoned 
his position. He resigned his office. He 
has introduced a hundred new reasons — 
for his action; but the reasons which — 
he gave in the cablegram announcing his 
resignation are the reasons by which he _ 
must stand. J am not going to follow ~ 
the honorable member along that path 
which he has elected to tread in his per- 
sonal attack upon me. I am as well able ~ 
as any one both to make and to receive — 
personal attacks; but I am content AO, 
appeal to the facts. a 
Mr. Laverty—That will be something an 





new. 








Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. Tans 
M. Chanter).—Order! The honorable 
member will please withdraw that. re- 
mark, . : 

Mr. Laverie.—I withdraw.. 

Mr, HUGHES.—Let me remind fon 
orable members what those facts are, ‘Phe: 





asic ean was a coisas of 
mine, and he was selected by the Govern- 
ment to undertake a mission which he 
himself had declared to be fraught with 
matters of “life and death ” to Australia. 


He went from this country under favor- | 


-able auspices. 
entered upon his task, and then, almost 
at the very outset, abandofed it. He has 
sought to make it appear that sinister 
influences were at work, that a ¢on- 
Spiracy was on foot, to prevent his mis- 
sion becoming a success. But the facts 
speak for themselves. The 
gentleman went to England to deal 
primarily with finance. He went to 
grapple with the question of wool profits, 
with mandates, with the war indem- 
nity, trade representation, and immigra- 
tion. All these things were intrasted to 
the honorable gentleman. They were 
matters of very great importance. How 
has he dealt with them? He has left.all 
of them undone! This is not the first 
time he has been to England, nor is this 
the first time he has returned in cireum- 
stances which have called for a good deal 
of explanation. He was ill-natured 
: enough to make some references to my 
own return. He will at least admit that 
when I returned to Australia there was 


He reached England. He. 


honorable: 


: to need for me to make any explanation - 


as to why I had returned, nor upon the 
“manner in which I had done the work 
I was sent to do. The circumstances 
_ spoke for themselves. I was sent to re- 
present the Commonwealth, and I re- 
mained until my mission was completed. 
The honorable gentleman has endea- 
-youred to camouflage the circumstances 
~ _ surrounding his resignation, 
are abundantly clear. He was intrusted 
with, ‘perhaps, the most important mis- 
_ sion—outside of that which my right 
' Aiwonabts colleague, the Treasurer (Sir 
J oseph Cook), and I had undertaken dur- 
ing the war—which has ever been given 
he | any man as an emissary from the Com- 
-monwealth. He las been away from the 
Commonwealth for seven months, and, 
et that time, to the consideration of these 
© matters of life and death” he has de- 
- voted three weeks! How does he explain 
all this?’ He says that some act of mine 

i "prevented him, when he was on. the very 





but they 


threshold of sutcess, from bringing his 


_ Mission to a satisfactory | conclusion. 
ible ‘aren A do? I sent a telegram. to 





Desente his praane remark i 


‘the Saserr of State, 








































saan with the alee - ‘the 19 
clip. The right honorable gentl 
says I ought not to have sent this 
gram. But why? It was a very p 
felenean to send. He says the co; 
sent to him is different from that sex 
the Seeretary of State. That is not 
The cireumstanees under which +1 
gram was sent may be stated. 
Australian wool-growers—the men Ww. 
after all, were the most ‘deeply 
cerned, both with the sale of that 
and | with the. distribution of profits. 
the old clips—had a conference, nd t 
waited on me and asked me to send 1 
cablegram. The joint council of the 1 
growers drafted the message, and it. 
sent at their request. I make no apolo 
for sending it; it was my duty to do 
The suggestion of the honorable gentle 
man that I ought to have stayed my han¢ 
that the full weight of the Austral 
Government was not to be behind — 
and behind the growers, in support 
their demand for payment of tl 
money, is monstrous, and not for 
moment to be seriously considered. FE 
I failed to ask: the British Gov 
ment for the payment of the 
profits, would “I not have laid nx 
self open to the charge that I | 
left my colleague without. ive. adesod h 
on a mission of “life and death”? — 
The right honorable member i 
many things: He has endeavou 
make it appear that his resignation 
due to the’ sending of the cablegram 
which he referred; that it was beca 
something inherently evil in myself 
I am a different man from what 
when he left here; that his colleagues ar 
different; that the need for the Commo! 
wealth being | effectively represented i 
these matters of life and death is 
now than when he went away. 
excuses will not bear a moment’s — 
amination. ‘We are the same men; th 
is the same Commonwealth, and its. 
cial needs are now as great as, or 
greater than, when my right honc 
friend went away. He does not: s¢ 
understand why it is that mole, 
him for resigning when and 











is is a Personal 
; But an 
me os awa Ph tees is pre ee 
| when L had the honour of ad- 














on’ a> previous occasion, ‘the circum- 
3 which would justify a Minister 
ming his portfolio im Australia would 
aite insufficient to justify his resigna- 
when, 12,000 miles away, he stood 
representative of this Common- 















need. The position is analogous to 
a soldier in peace and war. What 
s _ permissible in time of péace is not 
‘missible in time of war. — 


e right honorable member has shown 
the clearest way that I did everything 
do, both while he was here and 
ie was away, to retain him as a 
He has wat that I made 
; ublic and private apologies to 
e has shown that I used every 
at my disposal. to induce him to 
1 as a colleague when» he resigned 
mn a former oecasion, and if honor- 
aembers will look at the cable cor- 
dence, they will see that I was not 
siduous in my efforts to retain him 
olleague, despite his determination 
gn, on this occasion. If he resigned, 
im rests the whole responsibility, 
colleagues do not share it, for, as 
cables show clearly, everything was 
. induce him to remain a member 
> Government. But the right honor- 
ember does not seem to recognise 
even if he had ‘right on his side— 
JT interfered, and, as he said, 
d with his business—he still ought 
have resigned. His business was 
ain in London to do the work he 
"to do, and then, on coming back, 
sition, if he should then have 
d me, would have been very dif- 
_ from what it is this afternoon. 
are we to think of the right hon- 


















































ntry seven months ago, returns in 
st leisurely way, after devoting of 
seven months only three weeks to 
is country, and assumes ° 
ow cay pany ape abuse 






th “3 He ale brushes 
every effort made b 


‘and stood where he eould not be 


tion for his resignation. 


bohale” wa “hin ‘colleagues — “to” a 
him to remain. Coming back n Ww, 
at the end of seven months, he — 
says, “I was on the threshhold on suc 

cess. Had I been allowed to continue ; 
little longer, my efforts would have b 
crowned “with success) Yet I resigned — 
because the Prime Minister sent Howe a 




















he: ouety expect any one te pas: 
such an explanation I put it to any 
man whether it is a satisfactory explana- 
I invite hon- 
orable members to recollect that, when | A 
the right honorable member complained, 
I dealt with and, remedied alt the matters 
about which he complained in the fullest me 
possible way. ae 


¥ a 


He has spoken of my failure to note 
his appointment to the Imperial Cabine 
Almost in the same breath, he has said 
that there were no meetings of the Im- 
perial Cabinet whilst he was in London, 
Surely, then, this was not.a sufficient rea- 
son for his resignation. I did not notify — 
the British Government that he was to at- 
tend meetings of the Imperial Cabinet _ 
before he arrived in London, because I 
ded not kuow there wene 46 be any; but 
directly he called my attention to it; rakes © 
though, as he has said, there were no 
Cabinet meetings, I rectified my omis- _ 
‘sion, and he was duly accredited. Butts) 
had notified the Imperial Government i 
long before that the right honorable mem- 
ber was going Home to discuss matters 
of finance. That was the important 
duty he went Home to discharge, and of 
that the British Government was notified. 
And, as I have said, as soon as the right 
honorable member complained that the: 
British Government had not been advised 
that he was to attend meetings of the Im. § 
perial Cabinet I ‘rectified the omission. I 
was sorry, and, I say again, I am SOITY » 
‘that I did not send word sooner. But 
surely this was not sufficient to justify his 
resignation, for it had nothing Bie f 
- to do with his mission. a Gg 


message to him— a is 
é | 
This I regret, but could Noe foresee hea ce ‘ 
cumstances. I regret if you have been em a > 
barrassed, but I think IT have put this matte e] ter 
in seid and Pte will Nica bey no ee eet er 
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‘He ‘complained that I had not sent him 


copies of cables to the Secretary of State. 
a immediately cabled him as follows :— 


As requested, I am asking Secretary of 
“State to supply you with copies of all cables 
both ways. I was under the impression that 
‘this had already been done, but find it was 
limited, through an office misconception, to 
cables relating to Brussels Conference. 


At the end “of. my long telegram, which 


‘covered all points raised by the honorable 


gentleman, and to which I refer honor- 
able members, I said— 


‘Now for a Aol word. I have endeavoured 


to cover the points raised in your cable and . 
I understand, I, 


put matter quite ‘clearly. 
think, just how you feel, and I want to assure 


you that you have no reason whatever for | 
the belief that anything is being done, or will 
be done, at this end to impede your mission. | 
On the other hand, everything will be done, 


whether by silence or action, at your request, 
to further it. We want you to succeed. We 
both have the same object in view, viz.. the 
welfare of Australia, I want to do everything 
I ean to help or support you. If it appears to 
you otherwise, I ask you to accept my assur- 
ance that you are absolutely mistaken. 


I ask honorable members what more 
could I have said? Who could have taken 
exception to being addressed in such 
‘terms? As I said “before, had any man 
‘addressed me so, I would have put all ill- 


feeling aside and gone on with my work. 


The honorable member standing in his 


place to-day was quite unable to take 


a was never better.’’ 


_ exception to the tone of these cable 


“messages. But he has stated quite posi- 
tively that ‘behind this camouflage of 
tone there was a deliberate purpose on 
the part of myself and the Government 
to impede his mission and to damage 
Australia. I am sorry that the right 
honorable gentleman could not have dealt 
with this matter on its merits. He has 
said that we have endeavoured to explain 
his resignation on the ground of ill- 
health. The right honorable member 
‘resents that explanation. He says, 
In my cable message 
of 2nd June I said, ‘‘I understand just 
how a_highly- strung man feels in the 
most difficult environment in the world— 
- London.” He cabled back that I was 
quite wrong in thinking he was ill. “T 
am quite well,’’ he said. 

Why. then, did he resign? Is it sug- 
hea for one moment that a difference 


ae opinion of such a nature as is disclosed 


by the cables is sufficient to justify his 
; resignation ? 


-He has sought. to draw a 


| in effect, 


has said in effect to me, ‘“ Althou; 


to be consulted 


-do. It was nota 


€¢ af 


: this if it were not so serious. 


Does the right honorable | 


inter sey that the functions M4 the Bon people to no longer ask then estan 






































tion between his absence from this 
try and that of any one else. He . 
‘“« When the Prime Minist 


charged th any sveuiies mission. 
were dealing with matters at largeny 


are the man who originated th w 
Pool, Ny you had rade: Rees 


you “left you were not even ent 
in relation to 
matters which you originated, 
which concern your Department. 
so, although I took this. (er ates 


I did not mee you, 
sult you.’’ All that, he: says, 6 qui 
ee But it was most iene 


with ehiok he had nothing whatever 
part of his mission, 
he had nothing to do with it. He ¥ 
asked only to expedite the payment 
the half profits on the old clips. — 
The right honorable member |] 
covered such a wide field that it is impe 
sible for me to follow him. Nor 
necessary, since, apart from his perso 
references to myself, he has said nothin 
that throws fresh light on his resignat: 
He has been back in Australia for 
last week or ten days, and although thi: 
Parliament and the countr nied 
an explanation from him for months, h 
has kept the Parliament waiting whik 
he has prepared this oration. He co: 
here seeking by a cloud of words to hid 
that which cannot be hidden, to expla: 
away that which cannot be explained. | 
does the right honcrable member attem: 
to explain why he resigned his pos 
tion as a representative of the Com 
monwealth? He begins by endeavou: 
to make me responsible for an, arti 
which appeared in a paper called Pur 
There would be something fama 
He 


cause he thinks that oy so 
be able to cast enouch dir 


He a gh 


vt 













Be Hughes and the ee Minister ? 
t is their relationship?’’ That is not 
ie a thing to do. I wish to 
him that, before he went away, 






f the new wool-tops. agreement 


tween the Government and 
'. Hughes and Company. I say 
1 ie A hae ane Punch, for . it 








































eae le there 1878 paper in 
e that is, not for the honor- 
eee, but is for me, I should 
; It is perfectly true 
-F. W. Hughes is a friend of 
; my friends where I eth 


SA 


he has a Brent friend in Mr. Re et 
r. Fink and Mr Baillieu own the 
Lerald _ Why did the honorable gentle- 
nan ot mention _ this fact also? It 
That 
_tamortty éf the 

and shows the 

He set out, as 
a iin away what cannot be 
d; and I should like to put the 
matte quite clearly. Why did the hon- 
a orable member resign? Here in my 
are the conditions on which he said 
would — consent to carry out that mis- 
i relating to “matters of life and 
Mier is the ultimatum he 
IT ask 


member have eekly accepted this 
um um, which demanded the ea 


most important uations? af any 
ible member answers “ Yes,” he 
for the honorable gentleman: if 
must be against him. This is 
honorable gentleman demanded 





ve my hands: and trust my judgment 
ae I should) cone you or decide 






ie y 


st alo request Secretary. of State. » 


oat other matters. Tf you are bok 


hoes toa by, 


9, A seat id fie 











te this, kindly say so at once, and Be 
I will take the course I think necessary and 
proper. 










rea ultimatum. I need not Ae, 
honorable gnembers opposite whethe 
they would give to any single man sucel 
power as the honorable gentleman asked, 
for I know what their answer would 
be. I am content to put that ques- 
tion to any man in any section of | 
this House, or to any of my fellow- 
citizens throughout: Australia. What is 









it that my honorable friend desired? He - 


desired that the Government, while 
taking the responsibility—for he does 
not deny that we should be responsible 
for every act of his—should hand over 
to him all power. He demanded that 
we should not even have the right to be 
consulted—that we should leave it to him — ‘ 
to decide whether or not we should be 
consulted. The principle to which the 
right honorable gentleman wished to 
commit us is a principle that abrogates — a 
the very basis of responsible Cabinet 
government. The honorable gentleman 
has set out reasons for his resignation, 
and he has amplified those reasons, and, 
as I have said, they speak for themselves — 
and condemn him. In reference to the 
Spa Conference he demanded that he 
should not, as he said, have the mind of 
a plenipotentiary with the “ status of a 
telegraph messenger.” Then he goes out 
of his way to ckalaie: that he was not a 
delegate to the Spa Conference. The 
onorable gentleman was a delegate or 
plenipotentiary—let him call it what he 
will—to the extent that Mr. Lloyd George 
had requested one. I shall read “ a) 
Lloyd George’s cablegram— : 
In opinion of British Government, therefore, 
only practical method is to reconstitute in 
some form British Empire delegation and that — 
Dominions should accredit plenipotentiary in 
London to represent their views and watch 
over their interests during discussions, ee 
He refers ‘to the discussions at the Spa we 
Conference. I cabled to Mr. Watt— 


Lloyd George asks whether T agreed to this 
course, and adds that this should present no 
difficulty in view of your presence in England. 
I am inferming him that I agree, and. that 
you will be Australia’s plenipotentiary, a 
I said— mt 

Do not agree to any amendment of Treat: 
affecting Australia, either Moser denee see 





4 
be 
















| salt Reevgnation of 


Well, I do not apologize for laying down 
this condition. Before I, in my respon- 
‘sible position, could give to any man,’l 
do not care who he may be, the right 
to commit this country in regard to mat- 
ters of life and death, surely it was proper 
to insist that the Governm@nt had, at 
least, a right to be consulted before action 
was ‘taken | ! The honorable gentleman 
takes exception to that view. But he says 
that if we had not called him a ‘‘ pleni- 
potentiary’”’ it would not have mattered. 
What is the use of beating the air about 
words? The honorable gentleman went 
- home clothed with the fullest authority 
that is given to Ministers. But that did 
- not satisfy him. He insisted upon greater 
authority than it is possiole, under te- 
sponsible government, to give a Minister 
who represents his time abroad. 
What would have been the honorable gen- 
tleman’s position if he had been here? 
How are decisions arrived at in Cabinet? 
By a majority. Does the honorable 
gentleman suggest that on all occasions 
he had his way? iNot at all; I am sure 
he had not. ‘None of us do. Cabinet 
Government is a matter of sive and take. 
Lhe same principle applies in party meet- 
ings, and, indeed, in society generally. 
But the honorable gentleman says, “ When 
I leave Australia, you must leave every- 
thing to:me.” Matters of finance, which 
go to the very root of the structure of 
government, are to be left to him, and he 
is to decide whether or not he consults 
his Government. That, in plain terms, 
is what he insisted upon. And because 
we could not agree to surrender all our 
authority to him and become mere 
automata, he resigned. If the honorable 
gentleman had been given the free hand 
he claimed,.and I had been asked in this 
House what he had done in regard to any 


~ loan which the honorable gentleman was 


raising abroad, I should have been com- 
pelled to say that I did not know—that 
he had not consulted the .Government. 
What would be said of a Government 
which confessed that it knew nothing at 
all of financial commitments amounting 
to millions, or loans involving the credit 
of the community? It only requires to 
_ put the position in plain language to 
stow that the honorable gentleman has 
taken up a position which is incompatible 
with responsible government. — 

_ Mr. Hughes. 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 


make it appear that, while as a § 
principle, to quote his own words, “th 
Government functions where it lives 


matters are 


leave the matters to its representati 
With certain reservations, every oné can 
agree with that pesition. 
if I said to the honorable gentler nan, Man 
“Go Home 
on the best terms you can, and 


negotiations, 
should say that then the negotia 
were within the honorable gentlem 
own hands, subject to the reservati 
have made. 
differentyin this particular case. 
honorable gentleman was charged 
many things. 
mission ‘was at large to a very great © 
tent; and he was asked to disentangl 
most complex financial position. The 
orable gentleman takes exception, to 
communication with the Secretary 
State on a matter which was ree 
with his mission. 


justified te 
expect the House and the ie 
believe this? 4 
the honorable gentleman communic 
with the British Government in regard 
to matters within the scope of the mission 
‘with which I was intrusted? n- 


the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) and 1 
self was at large. 
When: I lett this 
asked s to sell its 
after the 
to see that the interests of this count 
were safeguarded—to do all things pos-— 
sible to assure the- welfare of the Com- _ 
~monwealth. If any one me 
that when I left Australia I had 
rendered my right as a Minister to > 
consulted in regard to the sale of th 
wool clip of :Australia, I shall. utterl 
deny it. 
to have consulted me. 
one of first magnitude. 
on my Mission. 
T had taken ‘the keenest interest, and o 
which I had very definite views. e ha 
- ample opportunity to consult me. Hf 


a 
































The honorable sian eedaea soug 


is different when certain © defi j 
intrusted to Mmisters 


such case, the Government 


For instance, — a ei 


and. borrow £20, vai 


ie the terms are, 


But the position was qt 


In regard to finance 


He sine bi it pues 0 


resignation. hes 


How many times 


But the hon- 


That is not 
country I wa 
produets ; 


interests of our 


tells 


The honorable gentleman ough 
The matter we 
It bore direetly — 
It was a matter in whie 












. cage ie « not 
me, and 1 ens the facts 
press of England, and in a 
from a remark of the Secre-. 
Yet, not ‘only did 

on, a didi not even com- 
‘ough I felt it very keenly. 
; gentleman has said 
no restrictions were placed upon 
| Treasurer and myself in regard 
Peace matters, while every restriction 
on hive: The cables tell a 
ect story. He refers to the 
to the Secretary of State by 
ys it ought not to have been 
o not agree with him. What 
cable? It dealt, as I have said, 
e sale of the new clip and 
yment of our share of profits 
wool sold) to Britain. Let 
ar the honorable gentleman that. 

k no exception whatever to the 
il in that telegram for the 
the new clip. While he 
it might be difficult to get 
sion of sales for the length of 
€ . suggested, he did not think it 
e to arrive at a working compro- 

h the British Government. That 
essence of the scheme for the sale 
new wool chp. The honorable 
an speaks of ite negotiations Fors. 
ment of half-profits. | How did 
eoram affect these? Does he say 
cause 1 supported his argument 
nent, his Mission was rendered 































































Bina to do with act. 
fer —-[ have jeaid that. 


he honorable Be asic has led, 
se and the country to believe that 
baulked om the very threshold 
mphant success. He is not the 
e know himto be if he would 
back when success was so near, 
what more effective way could he 
silenced me, and all those who he 





g to Australia as a Se ie en- 
‘He cannot deny that I did every- 
ssible to induce him to remain 
overnment. Nor, on the other 
1 he deny that she did everything 
wer to make that impossible. 
che ane a of ay man ri. was on 









mpted ie belittle him, than by* hold of suecess who wished to serve his 







the verge of success? Was it that o 
a man honestly desirous of remaining — 
the Government? Was my attitude 
that of a man who desired to remove t 
honorable gentleman from the Gover 
ment? J ask honorable members and m 
fellow citizens to remember that the rig 
honorable gentleman took a step witho 
precedent, as far as L'am aware, in th 
history of responsible government, and — 
certainly im the history of the Common 
wealth. .On the heels of his resignation— 
he says twenty-four hours elapsed—he 
communicated his intention to the press, 
in which I first read of it.. Not satisfied 
with that, when I requested that he should 
give me an opportunity to meet my col- 
leagues, who were scattered all over ne 
tralia, he contemptuously referred to the 
Cabinet, of which he was still heigl 
a member, saying, ‘‘ What does it matter — 
to: me when the Cabinet meets; I am no 
longer a member.’’ Had the ‘honorable 
member been so near success as he would | 
have us believe, does any man think that _ 
in the face of the cable I sent to him, in 
‘which I implored him to remain in thee. 
Government, and’ stated the matter in 
such a way that no man who did nob 
‘ want a row could have resisted the invi- 
tation, he would have resigned? The ~ 
Honorable member said that he was with= i 
in a hand’s touch of success. Well, 1 
-offered him, on behalf of the Govern- _ 
ment, an opportunity to achieve success. 
He éold us that he delivered an ulti- 
matum to his colleagues, setting out. tae 
detail the complaints against us, Let 
me remind the House of how far we were — 
prepared to go to meet him. I quote from — 
my cablegram of 2nd June, to which - 
refer honorable members— 
You say I have interfered with you ne em- 
barrassed you. Cabinet has looked most care- 
fully through all the cables which have passed 
between you and me, and into those betweer 
British authorities - and Commonwealth since 
your departure, and has considered my actions 


here in all their bearings, and, as I have said, Hehe 
they do not think your complaints justified. 


What more could I have done tate 
this ? 














































+} 


What man who was on the thres- 


country would have resigned in the fag 
of such a cablegram ? 

Referring to his complaint that Te 
communicated with the Secretary. 
State re half-profits, I said— ie 


Iam sorry if you think I ought to have 
ee Saeee Bay. ede ys 
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« Resignation of 


a une see your point, dah igual not sen any 


- further wires in reference to half-profits except 


to you. . . . . Believe me I shall not em- 
barrass you, but. will do everything to help 
~you and keep you ‘informed. I shall not com- 
- municate direct with the Secretary of State re 
woo! half-profits or finance except at your re- 
aioe Re failure to notify your appointment 
as representative on Imperial Cabinet: As it 
‘was not contemplated when you departed that 
formal meetings’ of Imperial Cabinet. would 
take place, sufficient notification, of your autho- 
ny to sit did not precede your arrival. This 
I regret, but I could not foresee the circum- 
stances. | I regret if you have been embarrassed, 
but I think I have put this matter in order and 
you will have no further complaints. As re- 
quested, I am asking Secretary of State to 
peo pely you with copies of cables both ways. 
I was under the impression this had been 
already done, but find it was limited, through 
~ office misconception, to cables relating to 
Brussels Conference. Now for a final ‘word. 
TI have endeavoured to cover the points raised 
‘in your cable, and put matter quite clearly. I 
‘understand, I think, just how you feel, and I 
want to assure you that you have no reason 
whatever for the belief that anything is being 
--done,. or will be done, at this end to impede 
your mission. On the other hand, everything 
will be done, whether by silence or action at 
your request, to further it. We want you to 
‘sueceed. We both have the same object in 
view, viz., the welfare of Australia. I want 
to do everything I can to help or support you; 
if it appears to you otherwise, I ask you to 
_ Becept my assurance that you are absolutely 
_ mistaken. 


In regard to the half-profits on wool 
sales, the right honorable gentleman said 
_ that he was within an ace of securing 


_ those things which would have made such. 


-a tremendous difference to this country, 
but he drew back because of the cable I 
sent to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. Because of that cable, he would 
not remain a member of the Govern- 
ment, and, by so doing, enable his coun- 
try to reap untold advantages. He 
would not reach his hand out to get for 
the pastoralists those imillions of pounds 


i _ which were within reach. We know the > 


honorable gentleman too well, and we 
know human nature too well, to believe 
that statement for a moment. The 


_ honorable member asks us to believe that 


he resigned from the Government because 
| hare prevented him from doing that which 
; he had been sent to England to do. The 
Mp cable messages speak for themselves; I 






ge és “invite my fellow citizens to look carefully 


through them, and then say in what way 
ib would have been possible to do more 
ee than the Government, did to retain the 


“services if the honorable 


‘ consulted. 


‘of his writings, as well as his utter: 


ing from you. 


* had +6 interfere i a: anal in 


eae with the Fabbes - (Sir 


my cable of 2nd June, 
. . « However, I g see . 
and shall not send any furt er wires in. 
ence to “dias of er Ox r 
VOM ey :S 


What more could we have Pack 
to be censured because we stood fast | 
principle that we must be consult 
fore we were committed on great 
tions of policy? I do not think 
honorable member will takey tha 
because this House is most jealous 
rights, and is continually urging t 
vernment to consult it, How mucl 
have the Government the right t 
that no one of its members shall act 
out affording Cabinet an opportun 
express its opinion The right hon 
member said that we must leave it te 
to decide whether or not ‘we were 
He has made it perfec 
clear that, for some reason, he had de 

mined to resign. He has alluded + 
previous occasion on which he and | 
fered in regard to the sale of wool. 
sent me a letter whiten honorable E 





I did sec heiee, but it never od i 
have occurred to him that the tone 


is usually such as to demand an apol 
not from others, but from himself. ' 
parently, the honorable member gt 
through life quite satisfied that he 
model on which we should ashi, : 
selves. Lt 
Mr. Warr.—tThis is very funny, ¢ 





Mr, HUGHES.—The pret 


the same to the Prime Minister. ‘ 
oe HUGHES. The: honorable 2 | 


net, and always as his protector. 
Mr, Wartr.—I have done the sar 
ou. 

Mr. HUGHES. _- Pagkage) ‘ge ; 
able member has forgotten thea 

dents. He suggested that he d 





| m ‘ ve he eukope: 
id N10 le member could 
remembered some of the cables 
nt to me, or he would not have 
de th: b aap f nhs arrived in Eng- 











onor } le inembér as follows:— 

have received no eables from you since 
y departure from America, except one re 
ycerine and tallow. Shall be glad to be kept 
osely in touch with Government action and 
olicy. Most embarrassing to learn of things 
i by Government through columns of 
wae} press. 

I suggest, in order that we may be able to 
represent. Australia effectively, all important 
ecisions of Cabinet be communicated to me 
efore action is taken unless subject matter is 
uch as. precludes delay; that copies all cables 
9 and from Colonial Office be sent me, and that 
o action be taken on matters that gravitate 
roun his end until we have opportunity of 
you. 


‘the right foie ble aene anaes g 




















































Bicsram 21st received. I did not 
u while you were on the water, but 
news of your landing England. . . . 
vill see that you are kept posted on essential 

ers that may affect ae representation in 


aa ean get copies of cablegrams to 
Colonial Office in London, thus avoid- 


: of Cabinet be pr omviiieatad to you 
1 I think you must 
yself and other colleagues to tell you of 
it is considered advisable. 


honorable members to compare 


a yet a a F iikonbaal) 


The one is a para 
hr 3 on the other. 


When he is in 
When he 


Bragrable member aa in t effect, 
must trust me. I will tell you 


Thank you; God bless 
He continued, ‘‘ Surely 


onsult you.” 
Honour ! 


m the Colonial Office, Cannot 
-and get them? I did not send 
| letters to you while you were on 
yater ; that is quite natural.’’ Yet 
lained bitterly because I did not 
im telegrams more frequently when 
ras on the water! I sent him 
He sent me none! Yet he is 








not expect copies of telegrams to 






ght eae Ty am in the era it 










ae had ‘heen gone anne liboeiratin one , 
nine days when he sent a cablegram on — 
the 9th April—‘‘ Why don’t you answer 
my cable? Unless I get this informa. 
tion re the Mandates I will not- go on.” 
Then he tells us that his nerves were in 
excellent condition, and he was never in” 
better health, that he is one of the 
easiest men in the world to get on with 
and that the whole trouble in this un. 
fortunate business is that there are 
eleven other obstinate men in Australi 
whom he cannot convert to his singularly 
lucid and admirable ideas, who are 
wholly to blame for his resignation ! “Hees 
says, in effect, that when he went to 
London, with him, of course, went the — 
Government. While I was away he insisted _ 
that all matters should. be decided in 
Australia; when he was away he insisted 
that all matters should be decided hs 
him in London! : 
The honorable member said that “the a 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) and I re- | 
ceived no directions from him in regard _ 
to Peace Conference matters. I shall 
quote from one cable which might well » — 
have formed the motive of a tragedy. 
This is the language which the honor-— 

























able member says did nob convey a a 


direction— ‘ 
Points of Agreement and Disagreement. 


Thus is the cable headed— 


Claim for representation of. Dominions, as 4 a 
"Dominions, either at Versailles or Peace Con- 
ference, is not reasonable, and cannot be elt 
ported by the Cabinet. Ye 
I was emphasizing, with all the power I ay 
had, the need for the representation of 
Australia. The rig ght honorable gentle- — 
man was content ial Australia should — 
be represented by Great Britain, bee qT 
was not. He said— ‘ade 

It is not proposed to ask Parliament me 
carry any resolutions claiming representation ve 
of Dominions as Dominions. We feel that it — 
would be impossible to pass such a motion. __ 
Is that true? He goes on to say— 

We feel that we are not justified in tbe 
you go straight ahead on the course you have — 
marked out without saying even more plainly © 
than in my previous cables what our opinions — 
are. I personally earnestly trust that you 
will give due weight to them, and bap me 
result. + ‘ 
‘If that was not a direction, what was ib Se 
Was it not a direction to me, the Prime 
Minister of this country, and the repre- ie 
sentative ie pera that t must a 












ve ab le aot re Cypeanenne: Caasaes ati "i 
omen the terms of Peace after a war. 


in which we had lost 60,000 men, had 


had 260,000 casualties, and had spent 


£400, 000, 000. Yet, in the face of this, 
he says we had a Feb hand! 

- The right honorable gentleman said 
something about Nauru and the Pacific 
_ Islands. He says I was not only always 
packed up by the Government, but was 
not under any obligation to consult the 

‘Government or to be directed by it, 
Let me aod two paragraphs from a 
long cablegram which I sent to him on 
the 31st January, 1919, relating to the 
acceptance of the mandatory principle, 
a which I opposed consistently throughout. 

When at last the fisht seemed hopeless, 
bt set out the position - as it then stood, 
a ‘said— 


“The present position, in which Australian 
cat. are in gravest danger of being sacri- 
 fieed, arises entirely through the most un- 
M eaniten ake and unwise acceptance of Wilson’s 
fourteen points by the Allies in November last. 

But for that, our claim to Pacifie Islands 
pe’ never have been challenged. The posi- 
e tion is now before you, and [| “must earnestly 
urge you .and my colleagues not to agree 
_unless— 
kh) We are forthwith publicly appointed 
mandatory, or get undertaking, in 
writing, to that effect; and 
(2) That ‘mandate shall publicly give us 
complete control over immigration, 
trade, and Tariff over New Guinea 
and the principal adjacent islands. 


es had, as honorable members know, set 
‘out my views regarding the acceptance 
of President Wilson’s fourteen points, I 
ee those views very strongly in 
‘Great Britain, and for that was subjected 
to much criticism here, particularly by a 
“newspaper which is owned by friends of 
the right honorable gentleman. Mr. 
- Watt has sought to make it appear that 
the Government agreed with what I said 
about Nauru, but they did nothing of the 
kind. I asked them to back me up, so 
that I might say to the British Govern- 
ment, “Our claim to this island is 
- greater than yours. We fought for it, 
we garrisoned it, we hold it at. this 
» moment, and we have a right to it.” That 
- seemed to me a sane view, and one which 
every Australian ought to have held—I 
We not say that every Englishman should’ 
ha held it. Had I been backed up, I 
doubt not that we should have got 
ae Hever, we me not, and rT 











dict of posterity will be 


sold one old 



































say ae it was a ee 
honorable gentleman 


like course was pursued by 
subordinating Australian to other iy 
ests. If so, that will be the verdi 
a weak- necked rnin 


have been better thant yr one- + 
them. 

I come now to artokhies instance | 
honorable gentleman’s methods of. 
ing with plenipotentiaries. and B's 
tives abroad. I had sold. the Au 
stream, and he was very much PR. 3 
at that, saying that my action bani, 
baste principles of government. 1] 
bought the ship and I pole, hae an 


have cate quite a lot of (ae for 
Commonwealth, and nothing for m 
that it must be very clear to the p 
that they are not my property. Ca 
to me on the subject, the right honors 
gentleman said-—14th Mareh, 1919— 

It may be that this sale is adnantatens : 
view of all circumstances, but I strongly 


that such important actions should not. be tal 
in anticipation of Cabinet approval. 


To that I replied about a fortnight lat 


Re “ Austral” ships. As you know w 
“ Austral” at good profi 

is most éxcellent deal. There i is anothe 
Australfield, twenty years old, which ou 
go, but it would be bad policy to sell unl 
are also. prepared replace with better 
nicked up as opportunity offers. I am 
spot, and I suggest Cabinet authorize 
old steamers and buy new ones up to 
now in hand, or that will be in hand as 
future sales. I do not contemplate. selli 
more than, say, two more “ epckahiean ” with 

again consulting you. iC: 


To that Mr. Watt sent ae ‘on vleane 0 
the 17th May— | Ban eae | 
Eva advises you have sold Austra 
Haye re-read cables both, ways between > 
sale of ships, and think proper procedure 
get definite authority: from Cabinet. a. 
Assuming that I was wrong, and 
not have done what I _ did, still 
messages prove that I was ‘not, allow * 
act as I pleased, but that at every tu 
was compelled to consult with and "6 
direetions from the Government i By 
tralia. Yet if ever a Minister abroad 
a sta to act without dipeee On Th a 









She Si 


i Pannier ay yang 
Resignation o; 


1 . : 

eel st was the business of my Depart- 
ment. I knew all about them, and was in 
_ ¢lose touch with the Manager of the Com. 
 monwealth Line of steam-ships. It was 
' essential to the welfare of the . business 
| that we should sell’ these ships. Yet 
"the honorable menfber said, “You 
“must not do anything~ without con- 
sulting the Cabinet.” When I said, to 
tim, “You must not do anything in re- 
gard to indemnities, or the White Aus- 
tralia policy, or reparations without con- 
’ sulting me,” his reply was that I called 
him a plenipotentiary and treated him 
“dike a telegraph messenger. Apparently, 
| what was proper for him to say it was im- 
proper for any one else to say to him. 
~ Then contrast the tone of his communi- 
ations to me and mine'‘to him. On the 
18th April, he cabled— 

"Tt is essential that I should receive, as you 
' promised, prompt an@ full particulars concern- 
~ ing all communications between Imperial Go- 


-vernment and you. Be good enough to inform 
--me whether you intend to do this. 


’ And on the 27th May— 
You must leave matters confided to my care 
entirely in my hands, and trust my judgment 
' as to whether I should consult you or decide 
them here. You must iso request Secretary 
of State to send me copies of all cable corre- 
_ spondence both ways about other matters. 
if you are not prepared to do this, kindly say 
80 at once, f : 
» 1 must do this, and I-must not do that. 
- Yet for him all things must be done as he 
decides! The right honorable gentleman 
has declared that he was forced out of 
office by the action of his. colleagues, 
- but the cables prove conclusively that 
every effort was made to retain his 
services; and although circumstances 
combined with the desire of his colleagues 
to insure the success of the high and im- 
portant mission with which he was in- 
trusted, yet on the very threshold of it he 
' baulked. Why? He wants us to believe 
the sufficient reason was my cable- 
gram to the Secretary of State 
Colonies !! 
|) A word or two on another matter. 
The honorable gentleman complained that 
IT sent a telegram to the Secretary of 
State direct on a matter relating to his 
mission. I have dealt with that, but the 
honorable member wants the House to be- 
_ lheve that he never acted.in this way 
himself while I was in England. But 
that is not true. He did on many oc- 
-_ e¢asions. [I will quote one to which he 
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has referred—the clean-slate policy” in — 
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\ 


regard to finance, which was of vital im- 


portance, and clearly within the scope of 


the Peace Treaty. I complained that the 


‘right honorable gentleman had communi- — 


cated with the Secretary of State for the 


Colonies about this matter, and had not 


notified me, I learning of it for the first 


time through the press. His reply is 


that, charging his memory as best he 


could with what had happened two years 
before, he thought that I had been con- 
sulted. 


member, from memory, I say that I knew 


nothing of the matter. To the best of my’ 


knowledge and belief, I was not con- 


Speaking, like the honorable — 


sulted; and I am absolutely certain that - 


I did not approve of what was done. But 
I have been supplied by the officials with 
the following particulars from the files, 
which refute absolutely the statement of 
the right honorable gentleman :— 

Mr. Watt said that he had consulted Mr. 


Hughes re this matter prior to a reply to the 
Secretary of State. The file shows that the 


matter was submitted to Cabinet on the 18th © 


November, 1918, and the following day a cable 
was despatched to the Secretary of State con- 
taining Government approval of the principle. 
Mr. Hughes was so advised the same day. 
So that it is perfectly clear that behind 
my back the right honorable member 
agreed to a policy relating to interna- 
tional finance arising directly out of the 
war, and committed the Commonwealth 
to that policy, withont even notifying me 
of the fact that he intended so to do, 

Mr. Warr.—I think the matter has a 
longer history than that. — 

Mr: HUGHES.—It may have, but I 
am afraid the longer you go into it the 
worse it gets. However, there is the 
position quite clearly. The right 
honorable member said that he had 
consulted me before replying to the 
Secretary of State. That is not so. The 
point I am making is this: The right 
honorable member seeks to draw a clear 
line of distinction between the manner 


in which he was treated and that in ~ 


which any other Minister charged with 
high and important duties abroad has 
been treated. I venture to say that the 
principle of .responsible government has 
demanded the same treatment in every 
case. Not only did he treat me in the 
very same manner to which he takes such 


strong exception, but, as I said, when | 
speaking here before, that, when my right 


‘ 
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to induce him to remain. 
what I could gain by frustrating his mis- 
sion, 





the 
that an important question like the 


_ Resignation of 





f honetable ex-colleague, Mr. F idle went 
Home, and I aeted for him for nine or 


ten months while he was in Africa and 


England, it was repeatedly acted upon. 


on 
out 


matter 
pointed 


When speaking on this 
“last; occasion, © I 


Treaty of London, to which  ap- 
parently the British Government 
was then likely to commit itself, 


“Shad been brought up before the Cabinet, 


and Mr. Fisher was’ instructed—not 
authorized—to vote against it, which he 
did. ‘The principle of responsible go- 
-vernment, and its bearing upon the re- 


 presentatives of the Commenwealth when 
engaged in missions abroad, is well estab- 


lished. The right honorable gentleman 
has sought, by introducing extraneous 
“matter, and by abuse of myself, to 
make it appear that he has been 
choused out of his position; that he 
has been treated unfairly; that he has 
been pushed out of office; and that his 
mission was deliberately hampered. I 
say emphatically that there is not one 
word of truth in such a statement. The 
documents laid on the table of the House, 
which contain .the correspondence be- 
tween him and me, speak for them- 
selves. Every honorable member who 
will look in an impartial way at 
those cables will see that they show 
clearly that this Government was 
most anxious to retain the services of 
the right honorable gentleman, and_ to 
make his mission a success. I say 
deliberately, as I told him in my cable, 


that I was most upset at his resignation, 


and could not understand it. I remem- 
bered the occasion on which he _ had 
written me before, and I took the same 
course in this case as in the other. I 
hoped it would have had the same result. 
The right honorable gentleman may be- 


- lieve of me whit he pleases, but I assure 
‘him that it was a bitter blow to the Cabi- 


net. when he resigned. It was a bitter blow 
to me. I ask hin, as a sensible man, 
what I could have done more than I did 
I ask him 


He does not deny that, on a pre- 
vious | occasion, when we had a difference 
of opinion arising out of one of the a 


oe that have been mentioned to- day, I 
' did everything that a man could do to in- 
j - duce: him to remain. 


He does not Gnd i 
Mr. dee 





f Meats 2 ie mw rt 


: say Usa 
hs : af an 
TIVES.) Be. 
; ae Rise 
that, on my rotdue from En 


decided to break with his ee 


said, further, that; if ns had not i 


AE aie iif 





























he said that he felt, tha 


to remain. He cannot as that 
him that, if he resigned, I id 
carry on. Why,. then, 
assume these sinister — motives | | i 


took up an impossible position. ms 
manded that he should be given 
hand, that he should be. ee. 
whatever he pleased inside a 
and most important mission. — € 
manded that he should decide whe 
he would consult or notify his: 
leagues. To that principle we co 
not accede; but everything else 
righted so far as we were able to do | 
So I eannot but regret that the right. he 
orable member has, in his explanati 
Parliament, introduced matters tha 
quite irrelevant, and that he did so w 
the excuse that I attacked him during 
absence. I would remind him tha 
himself invited me.to do the very th 
that I did do. He invited me to tz 
what was, as I said then, and say nov 
most’ unusual course, by tabling the con 
spondence. . He has suggested, althou. 
he did not persist in the suggestion, 
I had withheld certain portions of 
correspondence. When I assure him t 
the whole file was referred to a Co 


Opposition (Mr. Tudor), and the Taste t 
of the Country party (Mr, MeWilliam 
that there was no difference of ie 
between us, wand that we sham | 


that assurance erorqee Wisas 3 a oa 
of indifference to me what was left out. 
The parts that were left out were not le 
out because they would favour or prej 
dice the honorable member, “but: beca 
they seemed to contain ‘references _ 

might give offence in other quarters. 

Mr. Tupor.—Or because they w 
irrelevant. 

Mr. HUGHES.—Or boone they €) 
entirely irrelevant. The right honor 
member has come baék to us, and has to 
us that if we had allowed him to 
tinue, he would have been successful. 
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very much better for Aatraba. 
se things are by the way. They 
e nt nothing whatever to do with the 
ht honorable member’s resignation. 
aS amg that Haney have NADY: 


h 4 ag If pss was as he 
says it was,if I had deliberately withheld 
information from him, if I had de- 

be eid sent that cable to the Seere- 
of State with a view to intruding 
phere that was properly the pre- 
ogative ie the right honorable member, 


| tan All that he has said does not 
oa it, although it may explain it. The 
ght ‘honorable “member resigned from 
lis post. He left his post when it was 
im npossible to send another man to take 


/up his duties for many months. Now 
comes back . and ‘says, ‘I was 
neve a success when the 

sent this cable, and 

ca Lord Inverforth and 
(Chamberlain were ae in my 













; h i ie has ne aba ey afternoon, 
and be I ought not to have asked for 


those uillions myself. He says it was 
grossly improper for me to do so, 
although those to whom these millions 


e due authorized me to do so, and in- 
sted upon my doing it. Does the right 


t 
rh ee 


: s of this Ape os no fhe 
























itor It a in etnias I 
ai it all. Tr said what I was 


ean my previous telegram asking for 
(1) information re amount of Australia’s 
share_ of profits on wool bought by British 
Government and sold for civilian purposes to 
date, and (2) date on which such amount will 
“paid, ‘I have this day been requested by 
8 cially summoned joint Conference of Aus- 
fool-growers’ Council and National 
Wool-selling Brokers of Australia 
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Suiseak: ‘ah member suggest that the wool- | 









- Ex-Treasurer. 


Will the right honorable member 
seriously Monten that the despatch of a 
that cable is a sufficient reason for his 
resignation? No one can do so. Then 
the right honorable member says—‘* So 
that in this matter I was baulked on the 
very eve of success. I would have been 
successful but for you.” I say to him, as 
all his fellow-citizens must do, “Why did 
you resign? Where are those millions of 
which you speak?” He also says—“The 
Brussels Conference about which you — 
spoke was unimportant. Great Britain 
was represented only by bankers.’’ J 
think he also said that South Africa was © 
not represented at all. % 
Mr. Wart.—I did not say so in regard 
to that Conference, 


Mr. HUGHES.—He said that Mr. 
Collins represented us there, and that 
no harm could have come to the: 
Commonwealth. It may have been so. 
We do not know; but the honorable 
gentleman has assured us that the Com- 
monwealth has not lost anything from 
his absence from the Brussels Conference. 
Then there is the matter of the Spa 
Conference. The honorable member has . 
assured us again that we have lost 
nothing through our failure to have a re- 
presentative upon the Empire’s delega- — 
tion there. It may be so. But, in re- 
gard to immigration, to trade represen- 
tation, to finance generally, and with re- 
spect to the loan position, what had the 
honorable gentleman to say? What has 
he done in regard to all these ‘' matters 
of life and death’’? Nothing! As Tf 
said at the outset, he has dealt with 
this one matter at great length. He has 
exhumed the bodies of the dead, and he 
has dishonoured the graves of those who — 





have fallen—I speak of political graves, 


of course. He spoke about smoke screens. 
He has endeavoured to raise a smoke 

screen behind which he hopes to find 

some degree of security, or, at any rate, — 
of obscurity. He would have done far — 
better, in my opinion, if he had confined — 
himself to the merits of his case, and told 
us just why he resigned. How has his - 
abuse of me helped him? Although the 
honorable gentleman may not think so, 
‘everybody in this House was desirous of © 
giving him the fairest of fair shows. Buthe 
can hardly say that his explanation has 
improved the situation. No doubt he 
evoked some applause from those who are 
ane ran (Sate a that poy to. 








a 


ni i, eae He eon to Hagland: Ne 


owas committed : but from no other. 
That, perhaps, did not’occur to him ; but 
there I leave it. I am satisfied that the 
- honorable member has not been able to 
assail the arguments or the principles 
- laid down in the speech which I delivered 
in this House on 2nd July. The documents 
tabled in this House speak for themselves. 
- The honorable member has admitted that 
- nothing has been suppressed which bears 
on the subject. He has sought, by an 
ce on myself, to divert the discussion 
from the facts of the case to other things. 
I am sorry he has done so; but I feel 
 eonfident that the verdict of the people 
will be one of censure of the right honor- 
able gentleman who has resigned an office 
of such importance at a juncture SO 
_ eritical for causes which, upon analysis, 
are found utterly insufficient to afford 
justification for his action. I am content 
- mow to leave the whole matter where it 
stands. 
: Sitting suspended from 6.26 to 8 p.m. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) . [8.0] (By 


eave) ‘Had we continued for a few 


minutes longer before the dinner 
adjournment, I would have been 
able to have said all that I de- 
sired. The honorable member for 
_ Balaclava (Mr. Watt) during his 


speech referred to the fact that he under- 
stood that the Punch newspaper had been 
- purchased by a Mr. F. W. Hughes, and 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hushesy said 
that he knew the persons who owned the 
tperald, I do not know any newspaper 
proprietors in Australia, and I believe 

that honorable members on this side are 

in a similar position. We are not here 

as a result of any support we have re- 
 eeived from the press, but in spite of it; 

- and no one knows that better than hone 
able members opposite, who were at one 
home members of the party to which I 
ay: belong. 

_ When the cables which, passed hakisobal 
ike: Prime Minister and the late Trea- 
- surer were submitted to the Leader of 
the Country party (Mr. McWilliams) 
and me, after the Prime Minister had 
ve read them, I made a statement, by leave, 
in which I said— yes 


The Prime Minister’s suggestion was that. 
“we should edit this file; but we acted rather 
as censors, our work being to eut out what 















is Was not. material to the SAE or beh: in the 
“ght . 





rane nob asked to. tales ‘ 


That 
from publication. 


- The honorable mena fob Balaé 


: cluded it. 


-eable 


‘tary 
' sidered 


Treasurer. 


occasion, 


es Great PAivin was = stage-man 






































intend to do so. By. wa) 


tained eatin confidential i 
“T have obtained these figures in con 
information was, _ therefore, hy 


ferred to these figures this afte 
and, as the honorable member has 
we did the work hurriedly, I m 
we did not have an opportunity 
it as carefully as I believe the hono 
member for Franklin and I would 
desired to have done it. . 
Mr. McWiutuiams:. 
to do it fairly, | 
Mr. Maxwe tu. ae ks ube 
shown that those omitted were rel 
Mr. TUDOR.—There were | 
news cables, one of which referred to 
result of the New South Wales — 
I believe the whole file was submi 
the members of the party segrtie ¢ 
fore they came before us, and, 
known that, I am not sure. ma 
would have assisted in editing th 
Speaking from memory—I have no 
the file since that time—tI believe 
cable related to the rate of interest 
future. eae and, in the intere 


‘3 blige we. aa rich 
cause we probably prevented A 
from paying a heavier interest bil 
we have to meet at present. A: 

reflected upon another — 
that has been friendly towards — 
Britain in the past, and may be » 
in the future. We did not think i it 
sary to include two cables, one to th 
ping manager and another. to the 
of State, as they were. ‘no’ 
relevant to the fight 


the Prime Minister — and th 


interfering in a ce tee Sie ‘f 
is is not my intention to interfere ¢ i 


I was interested to he: 
sagan teens for crag 


Mr. Fremina. 





Mr. FLEMING. ape is” a 
against ape returned soldiers. i 





Tam Sad to (tine the ae Relation 
ane oa member for slog 





fen members interjecting, 

rha 8, when honorable members have 
cease _interjecting, I shall be able to 
03 “proceed. This evening I am to attend a 
' political meeting in a district where I be- 
lieve the fight is to be fairly strong, and 
trust the interjections will not be as 


ner us as they aré here. — 


but merely wish to say that the cable to 
he in of Se and another which 


tidered Tele T do not know 
a come out of this oe buat I 


‘eo wher 
[eWilliams) has spoken, to move a 


+ 


nan hh is more jm- 


‘YS, 

3 of Richio and Chivas aaiad: 

behalf of the primary producers 

y. I merely desired to refer to 

the cables that were deleted from the file, 
id also to the carefully stage- -managed 

‘i that occurred at the instance, I 


Ri -hono orable member for Palawave had the 
grou ur to lead at that time. , 
patina . McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [8.10]. 
leave). — It is not my inten- 
to Baeney much time at _ this 
re. The whole question is very 
bie! and it is deplorable that 
signation of a Minister should 
mn brought before the House in 
r. In regard to the cables, I re- 
at the Leader of the Opposition 
udor) has said. 1 believe we 
tried to play the game between 
testing ee Cae I do not 





: ote ongly ead os 


say that the 








in favour of the 
Prime Miister against the honorable 
member for Balaclava. 

Mr, Srewarr.—The policy of , “th 
Leader of the Opposition in keeping ou 
of family quarrels is a wise one for us 
adopt, 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—When I peracal 
the cables I made certain shorthand 
notes. When I came to one particular 
message I said, ‘‘This is probably the 
cablegram that ‘has wrecked the financial — 
mission ‘of the late Treasurer.” That 
was the message sent by the Prime Minis- _ 
ter (Mr. Hughes) direct to the Secretary — 
of State, and I am not surprised to hear 
that that message interfered very 
materially with the financial arrange- 
ments the late Treasurer was to have © 
made in Great Britain. I believe the 
Prime Minister is very much to blame © 
for not having sent that cablegram di- 
rect to Mr. Watt, with a request that 
it be forwarded to the Secretary of State, — 
So far as the late Treasurer’s action ~~ 
is concerned, I think he also made 
regrettable error of judgment, as his 
proper course would have been to inform | 
the Prime Minister that he had made it — 
absolutely impossible for -him to poi: 
out his financial mission. In doing so 
he could have asked if it was the wish — 
of Cabinet that he should represent the — 
Commonwealth at the Brussels and Sa 
Conferences. I think that would have 
been a much safer and better attitude ~ 
for the honorable member for Balaclava, 
to have adopted. The whole position is 
very regrettable, and when the late 
Treasurer cabled that cables should be — 
laid on the table of the House, it would _ 
have been better, if that had been done — 
—omitting only those that were not of 
any consequence to the issue—because 
honorable members would then have 
been able to pass judgment without any 
interlude at all. The messages had been . — 
submitted at a party meeting, and there 
was no necessity to bring the matter be- 
fore the House. The Prime Minister ; 
has said that the late Treasurer returned 
to Australia very leisurely. But I may — 
Government acted with — 
equal leisure in appointing his successor. — 
If this matter was of such vital im- 
portance—as I believe it was—the~ mo- 
ment the late Treasurer’s resignation was 
accepted another Minister should have 
been despatched by the first boat to take 
ae the work kd he had surrendered. z.. ‘ 
















































































Qo ome 


‘take up the oahen! have a “aha! 
Leader of the Opposition in saying that 
this is really a dispute between two 
Ministers, and, so far as I am concerned 
—and I think I am speaking for the 
- members of my party—we can very well 
leave the dispute to the two Ministers 


themselves. 


Mr. Brennan.—TI rise to order. When 
the honorable member for Balaclava 
(Mr. Watt) asked leave to make a state- 
ment this afternoon some honorable 
_ members objected. That objection being 
fatal; a motich was then moved for the 
suspension of the Standing Orders. I 
understand that that can only be done 
in cases of urgency, and cannot cover a 
debate extending beyond the speech of 
- the honorable member who has asked leave 
to make a statement. I would like your 
ruling, sir, on that, and also on the 
_ point that I now ask leave to make a 
' speech which. will probably extend over 
_ three hours in summing up from all 
‘sides of this question. 


Mr, SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son)—The honorable member’s conten- 
tion would be valid under ordinary cir- 
‘cumstances, so long as the leave was given 
_ to an individual member only; but per- 
_ haps he was not present or did not quite 

_ catch the wording of the motion when it 
was moved. 


Mr, Brennan. a was present. 


Mr. SPEAKER. —Perhaps the honor- 
able member did not grasp the specific 
_terms of the motion which I read to the 
_ House. I asked the Prime Minister (Mr. 
_ Hughes) to be good enough to hand up 

_ the ‘motion, as it involved something 

more than a suspension of the Standing 

_ Orders to enable the honorable member 
- for Balaclava to address the House. It 
_ embodied certain other matters. The 
- motion was— 

_ That so much of the Standing Orders be sus- 
ap pended as would preclude the right honorable 
member for Balaclava (Mr. Watt), the Prime 


Minister (Mr. Hughes), the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor), and the Leader of the 


_ Country party (Mr. McWilliams) from making 


statements to the, House, 


It will thus be ‘seen that the House as- 
- sented to the suspension of the Standing 
_ Orders to allow those four honorable mem- 
cas bers to make statements. Mabe ’ 


ene Mr. Brennan.—That does ‘not cover 
‘ * op case. x 





be put to the House it- must be move 


‘Supply. 
to speak. I objected to the right 


more important business - awalti 
attention of the one ee 





































































ber’s: name was no 
motion. | Sy aa ai Nae 
Mr. RS also rise to a p 
order. The Standing Orders peer t 
before a motion for their suspension ¢ 


seconded. In this case the motic 
mitted by the Prime Minister 
Hughes) was not seconded, so that 
mit that the whole of the discuss 
afternoon has been — 


Tue TREASURY. 


, Divisions 25 to 36, £1,109,899. _ 
Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [8.18]. 
desire again to enter my atten pro 


allow of hat reset mona ant 
passing of compliments between e¢ 
honorable members on the Gover 
side of the House. “e desire also . 


Baladlane (Mr. Watt) poeta baveue 
make a statement in the House this ¢ 
noon. I fully appreciate the posit 
the right honorable member, who h 
a personal quarrel with as: ‘Prime 
ter. 

The CHAIRMAN — ean 
Chanter).—Order! The honorable 
ber cannot refer to a matter that 
dealt with in the House. I would. i 


Mr. BLAKELEY. ee seems i 
determination that I shall not be a. 


able member for Balaclava havin 
to make a statement because ther 








ith in the ees che 
KELEY ede have no devine to 












4 honour, but I 1a oan 
ously to. petty private quarrels 
ragged before the House in order 
back a motion which is of some 
juence to the farmers of the Com- 
wealth. | 
Mr, Greexn—tI rise feordere The 

oral rable member, notwithstanding your 
yisir, 18 proces to discuss mat- 





to ihe. Treasury there is an item 
a iencous which covers an ex- 
re re of something hke £500,000, and, 
no Bg includes every. thing from a 

a stamp to the purchase of a 
I have no doubt that portion of 


pended on cable messages. Ap- 


ary’ eablegrams between the then 
Prime Mini Minister ae W att) and 


“honorable. te he to order 
d if he continues to disobey the 
hall order him to discontinue 


| LAKELEY. Sere dently. I can- 
on with my subject. I, therefore, 


put. The Committee 
ea el rag? F 
BOIL yeh pea | 
eh: AXE 
Ve Page, James 
ni VBR Ls | eh 
Lae 0A Tudor; F. G. 
i Watkins, D. 
‘Tellers: 


Considine, M. ‘P. 
rear o E ah as 





Atkinson, L, 
Bamford, F, W. 


Bell, G. J. Mackay, G. H. 
Blundell, R. P. Marks, W. M. 
Bruce, S. M. Marr, C. W. C. 


Cameron, D. C, 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 


Mahon, H. 
Makin, N. J. QO: 
Maloney, Dr. , 


Nicholls, ne Peal 


McGrath, D. C. 
, for quite a long time the money 


order. 










Lister, Joy.) Shu ae 
Livingston, J. 3. a 


Maxwell, GAD 
McWilliams, W. J.) © 
Page, Dr. Earle © ~ 












































Corser, H. B. C, eee A 

Foster, Richard Rodgers, A. 8. 

Gibson, W. G. lee Sir Granville 

Greene, W. M. Stewart, Py Ga ee 

Gregory, H. ] Wienholt, A, 

Groom, L. E. Wise, G. H. re ie 

Hay, A. Ma A? 

Higgs, W. G. Tellers: Bue 

Hughes, W. M. Burchell, R. J. 

Jackson, D, 8. |} Fleming, W. M. 
Pains. : NN eta 6 

Anstey, F; | Watt, W. A; 

Charlton, M. Chapman, Austin 

Fenton, J. E. Bowden, EH. K. 


Bayley, J. G. ihe 
Prowse, J. H. tae 
Best, Sir Robert ~~ 


MeDonald, C. Jowett, E. 
Moloney, Parker Story, W. H. 
West, J. E. Fowler, J. M. 
Mathews, J. Hill, W. C. 


Smith, Laird 
Francis, F. H. 


Question so resolved in the negative, rite 


Motion negatived. coe 
Mr, GREGORY (Dampier) [8.29]._I — 


am sure that the Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) does not desire that the Estimates 
referring to his Department should be — 
passed without some explanation in re- — 
gard to various 
within its scope. 
will observe that the Treasury Depart- 
ment contains many sub-Departments, 
including Stores, rin 
Board, the Notes Printing Office Invalid 
and Old- -age Pensions Office, Maternity he 
Allowance Office, Taxation Office, and 
many other offices, which are of overy 
great importance. : 


matters which come 
Honorable members 


Supply and. Tender | 


Sir Joszepn Coox.—I ask the hone 


member to permit me to make a personal — 
explanation. 
spect of which I fear some mistake oc- 
‘curred last night in the course of a state- 
ment concerning Australia House, and I 
should like to put it right. Gh 
T am somewhat out of order, but perhaps: 
I may be allowed to say what I desire 
to say in this connexion. 
cerning Australia House are roughly 
- these: From revenue we sides 


There is a matter in Tres- — 


OS 


aR know that 








The facts con- 


Mrs Braxerey.—I_ Tise to a Sgt of 


Sra See mt aug 
Estimates 


up 





‘ a personal explanation.” 
RST ad OT Bal 
ej inend ber risés to a point of order, the 
i practice is. that the honorable member 
_ who is addressing the Chair must resume 
“i his seat. 
+ Sir Josepn  Coox is quite un- 
ey usual for an honorable member to raise 
a point of order whilst another honor- 
ae) Oe member is making a personal ex- 
+» planation. : 
asain Mir. 
that under cover of a personal explana- 
tion the Treasurer cannot make a 
ment in respect of something that was said 
last night by another honorable member, 
and eh he now desires to correct. 
othe. CHAIRMAN: (Hon, > 3,7. M: 
- Chanter).—The honorable member for 
_ Darling (Mr. Blakeley) may ‘know what 
_ the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) intends 
to say, but I am sure that I do not. 
_* However, it is quite in order for any 
honorable member to make a personal 
explanation at any time, S0 long as in 
so doing he does not interrupt another 
ae speaker. 
Sir Josep Coox.—And I am per- 
Hfectly in order in correcting a ‘statement 
which was made last evening in regard 
_ to Australia House. The facts are that 
we expended from revenue upon this 
building £121,000, and that we spent 
from loan funds a further sum of 
£856, 000 making the total cost of Aus- 
: tralia House £977,000. 
as Mr, Buaketey.—I rise to a point of 
ie order. IT submit that the Treasurer can- 
a not quote figures correcting the views 
44 Cxpress¢ 
_ the par@cular matter to which he ad- 
dressed himself has been disposed of. 
) Yet. that 15 what the right honorable 
_ gentleman is Now attempting to do. 
View. Josey. Cook.-Then I. : shail 
ie nob bether farther about the matter. 
_ Let us proceed with the consideration: of 
_ the Estimates, and let it go into Hansard 









Sea ge 














having a mistake continued rather than 
upon having it corrected. 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [8. 35] —l 
am very sorry that the Treasurer (Sir 
Joseph Cook) has not been afforded 
an opportunity to make a 
4 explanation. Surely when a mistake 
id has. Uh made thea right honorable 
should be allowed to cor- 


gir Josepn Coox. But T am. making an 


BuaxetEy.—-When an honorable tes P 
a wea. fies: to ae: my 1 


_ Notes Printing Department, ané 
BiakEeLEY.—-My point of order is / 


tate- 


by an honorable member after. 


that the honorable member is bent upon 


personal 


_ However, I wisht” to. art of one ch 

























































this connexion by directing at 
au Sapa) of ee Public Works: C 


avo concerning the way in wltid 
Roe of that est ict ar 


tions of those who. are ‘employ 


vel at the attitude of the Gover 
neglecting to take the cama act 
alter those conditions. — ae 
Mr. Manony.—Why do thes not 
the Notes Printing Office at Can 
Mr. GREGORY.—That, is 2 
which should be brought forwai 
Government. © Certainly the c 
existing in our Notes Printing 
ment ought not to be continued 
ment longer than is avoidable. 
, I come now to the Bill i 2] 
submitted to Parliament a little 
ago by the Treasurer in co 
with the note issue. There ‘are 
tain sections in that Act whiel 
mand our most serious consider 
because there is. not the ~ 
doubt that if the Government p 
imereasing our note issue, and I: 
pelling the banks to hold large qi 
of notes in reserve, the future sol 
of this country will be gravely 
gered. We cannot pay our 
issuing promissory notes. Ther 
much of a Micawber-like policy 
nexion with the action of the 
ment and of politicians’ generally 
sooner we come to a deternminat 
regard to matters of this sort th 
it will be for this Parliament and - 
country. 
Mr. Consipinz. eo was. 
waiting for something to turn Ww 
we were waiting for somebody | 
up the other day. : 
Mr. GREGORY.—We have 
ing very anxiously for sthe Oppos 1¢ 
persist im its no- confidence motion. — 
its members have not gone on wi 7 
motion I Peay understand. 
Mr. 
ber knows sins reason perfec eh 
Government are haat? of 
at : Me: eo 







Ocronss, 








otherwise yee will 





AVELLE. eri is an Attempt to 








ee Ce ation in regard to the! taxa- 
n proposals of the Government. Ap- 
rent ly, there has been soe change 
‘in reference to the Government 





























there would be’no necessity to raise 
further loans during the current 
nelal year. Yet I notice in the press 
y am announcement that it may 
_ mecessary to raise an additional 

)0 Dis before June next. | 


n from the ordinary ioans of the 
. the honorable member will look 
udget he will see that I expressly 
to. the payment of war Asana 


“ @REcORY —The fault ee be 
irel my own, but I was certainly 
_ impression that the last loan 
’ t it would be necessary to raise 
rder to. enable the Treasurer to finance’ 


GORY.—I am very sorry 
Ms be Neen to float a new 


Bai tesechtcd ont the Treasurer. 
d like to know from the right 
oan bie the Texaizon 


un adjustment of the incidence 
ation, being introduced this year. 
. present time the incidence of taxa- 
10t fair. Some persons pay taxa- 
_a far heavier pheen ong do 










three or five years. Ii the 


ay ty,’ ay cease 


cussion of the no-confidence. 


this House. 


A little time ago we were assured 


of EE se mit a 


Begin ae be based upon an 


an give, us any. information — 





OW 


1920. 0} inant oe 





upon that salty we sual regard ie as ‘ae ‘a 
very great favour. I have no desire to — 
delay the Committee further. I merely 
rose for the purpose of directing atten- — 
tion to these items before we Beton, tog 
them as a whole, _ ; 
Sir JOSEPH COOK (Porramatis am ony 
Treasurer) [8.42]. — In regard to the 
Notes Printing Department, I know that 
things are very unsatisfactory. But the 




















Our position at the present 
moment is that we want new and better 
housing for the Notes Printing Depart- ae 
ment. That Department is congested, 
and, as an honorable member says, it is_ ig 
dangerous. Something must be done — Cy 
soon. There is upon our business-paper 
a notice of motion which should be oieey Bi 
mitted as early as possible in order that 
we may obtain the decision of the House co i 
upon it. : ae 

Mr. Watxins.—It is merely an athe) ii: 
tempt to keep the Department in Mel- 
bourne. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Here is anpthes sols 
member of the Economy party endeavour- 
ing to correct an older member of a 
speond i Economy party. He wishes to > 
spend something like £40,000 upon this 
project. Not only is our Notes Printing — 
Department badly housed, but our Taxa-— ie 
tion Department is also badly housed. . 

Mr.. Grecory.—The Commonwealth — | 
erects ‘uildings in this city which would : 






not be jolerated if they were erected by 


any private person. © ae 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We must allow! fy 


the honorable member his little say. Last 
“night he did hig economy stunt, but to- a x 


night he is upon the other side. We must if 
let him balance matters just a littl. I 
am not complaining of his action. Be Ne 
am rather glad to have him upon our 
side to-night in a demand: for aaitionad © 
expenditure, which, after all, may turn . 
out to be true economy. y 

Mr. James Pace.—Put up tha Notes « 
Printing Office at Canberra. | iy 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I had paleee 
reply to that interjection by saying that ees 
the earliest moment the motion to which) 
I have referred will be submitted to the — 
House for its decision. I paid a visit i 
the other day to the Taxation Depart- 
ment in the building off Flinders- street, a 
Melbourne, and I do not hesitate to say 
that the officers en not. to be asked ee 

















. ; 5508 _Bstimates o 


aes is” nen Cups avaie: andy from 
the point of view of ventilation, and in 
other ways, the place leaves much to be 
' desired for so many officers. Something 
must be done, and I have asked my col: 
- Jeague, the Minister for Works and Rail- 
ways (Mr. Groom) to submit a pr oe 
to refer the matter to the Public Works 
- Committee with a view to a new building 
sn ee provided. 
- Mr. Austin 
Canberra? 
‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—tThere will ah 
| "ways have to be a Taxation Office in Mel- 
bourne, for it could not be removed to 
» ue Canberra even if we were ready to go 
_ there to-morrow. There is something 
further I should like to say in this con- 
. nexion. It is not a question of whether 
-we are likely to deal with the matter of. 
taxation averaging this year, because be- 
fore the next financial year, we must 
Bae a new scheme of taxation alto- 
gether. This is the last year for collect- 
ing the war-time profits tax, and we 
must collect equivalent revenue by some 
other means; and this, of course, in- 
_ volves revision of the whole scheme of 
taxation. 

Mr. Grecory.—We ought to get 
a6. 000,000 more from Customs under the 
new Tariff. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—As to that, we 
| must wait until the year is up. It looks 

as if there was going to be a speedy eas- 
ing up of import duties for other reasons 
than the operation of the Tariff. I do 
“not anticipate that imports are going to 
- continue to pour into the country at the 
‘same rate as at present, and, therefore, 
our scheme of taxation must be made to 
"meet the situation. Involved is. the 
ah of whether taxation should be 
levied on the average, or some other 
Oe but I look on that point as settled, 
“the House having emphatically declared 
O that the averaging principle must be ap- 
ne to the income tax. I hope, the 
Commission of Inquiry which is dealing 
with the matter, will soon report, so that 
We may be prepared for the new condi- 
“tions, 
Dr. Earute Pace. — Will you apply the 
_ Principe to this year’s assessments ? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1I hope the re- 
vision may be made in time for this 
year’s assessments; at any rate, I am 
doing my best in. that direction. ee 
_ Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) 9 [8.51].— 
i Can the Aroasliter: on J boone Cock), give | 


CHAPMAN.—What saath 








: [REPRESE: 









































‘the Cantatas: Any 


note issue? I nnderana shai er 
honorable gentleman has already 
able to cancel about £3 500, 000. 
but whatever plan may be _adopte 
‘this end, it must be gradual in or 
avoid the infliction of hardship — 
community. Something must be di 
this direction; and, although th 

may be some unemployment, th 
be benefits to counteract the d 
tages. in view of our present. 
position, it may be necessary to b 
in order to be kind. If we contint 
ing notes too freely, we shall on 
our position worse, deluding the p 
with an apparent Prope whic 


templation for cate in tha sv 
notes? Before the note-issue was 
over by the Commonwealth, it was 
fine system in Australia, repres 
perhaps, the best of the kind - 
ives The notes went in and ot 


the notes were a first charge o 
banks; but when the Commonwealth hy 
over the note- issue, ib jhad to have a. 
backing, which, according to the 
must be 25 per cent. Fortunatels 
‘have always been able to provide 
better backing than ‘that, but stil 
the present time, there are more no 
circulation than the business needs 
country justify, and we oug 
endeavour to get back to normal 
tions as soon as possible. An infla 
the currency always means increase in 
“prices, with the consequence that the 
paper money buys less and less, while t. 
gold retains its standard value. 
Treasurer any idea what is going to 
done in the direction I have sug geste 

Sir Josepx Coox.—I am sorry t 
that I have not. — te 

Mr. ATKINSON. a th 
‘surer does not really know how it 
posed to call in the notes, the circul 
of which I feel sure is bigger thé 
right honorable gentleman lkes. 

Have the Government had un 
sideration any scheme vy cyte 
of working age may . ! 
a fund to. provide old-age 
cata and insure "aga: 








and unemployment? 
serious effect in’sapping the moral 
the people. If we are content 
iiged to steer clear of gaol, while 
ue thing at all for the community, 
aré é getting into a dangerous position. 
all very well for honorable members 
ite to laugh, but they would force 
ions even on people who did not de- 
oie IT am glad, that there are of 







di Lys. of the Liberal party such a pro- 
was on their platform, but nothing 
er come of it. Mr. Lloyd George 


ia the Old Country, and we should 
w the example he has set. _ 


Austin Cuapman.—What  taxa- 
do you suggest to raise the money ? 

Mr. ATKINSON. —I suggest that 
here hould be weekly contributions by 


+ he employee and the employer 
contribute, and the State gives. a 


ie _with the result, tat <) there is 


; 18 a serious matter to dole out 
this, way, leading the people 
paradise, because the day 


“the age ta Of course, it 
be the aim of every man to 
‘position which will put him 
he need of an old age pension, 
same time I would like to see 


those who are unfortunate 
) require them. However, if 
- is to proceed as it is row 
ing ith the load of debt upon it, the 
ay come when we shall find that we 
afford to pay old age pensions. 
norable members interjecting, 
HATRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
-If I have again to appeal td 
rable member for Darling AMS | 
a [ shall name him. a 











img out of money must have 


have indicated. J ee aibe: has in 


en able to do something on those 


} gestion into consideration, 
‘made for the payment of pen- . 






Mr. “ATKINSON coy BN is “aioe 
while an individual is able to work he 
ought to contribute so much at intervals, 
and, according to a scale, to a fund which © 
should be subsidized by ‘the State. Such 
schemes are common enough in other — 
parts of the world, and if we are to be 
a self-respecting nation it is ‘necessary 
that we should follow their example, 
bacause a race which is lacking in self 
respect cannot put up much of a fight 
against one which is self-respecting. Our 
present system. saps the self- reliance of — i 
the people. and is leading the community, — ie nal 
especially the aged section of it, into a: 
fools’ paradise, .because some day they 
may wake up to the fact that the Govan ean 
ment, instead of being in a position to — 
increase pensions, will he obliged to cur- ie ie 






























































tail them, a condition of affairs which I 
do not ‘hope to’. see, (1° am “sornye | 
that the. pension is not larger. ela : i 


dreds of people who have worked hard, 
lived honestly, and served their country 
well, are hot receiving anything like the 


allowance I should like to see them get. 


If the Government would adopt some 


, scheme on the lines # have suggested they — 


would not be called upon to provide every — 
year the large sums we are now paying ~~ 
in the shape. of pensions, and far better 
results . would -be achieved. Pensions ~ 
certainly would be on a more stable 
basis. I know that some honorable mem- 
bers go outside and hold up an honorable — 
member who speaks in the way I have 
done as one who opposes the payment of 
old-age pensions, whereas he may be 
endeavouring, as I am, to make them 
what they ought to be, in the interest of 
those who are obliged to accept them.  _ 
If the Government have any scheme in) - . 
their mind, I :hope ‘the. Treasurer’ 
(Sir Joseph Cook) will outline it to us. 
If they have none in mind at the present | 
time I hope that they will take my SueF 


net! 


Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [9.5] Beer 
lieving as I do that matters all important 
to the community, generally, should be | e 
immediately brought’ before this House > “ee 
and discussed, being very indignant at 
the treatment meted out to honorable 
members of the Opposition by the Go- — 
vernment during the last two days, and- 
believing further that it is never too. 









Soon to do the correct thing. I move— 


That the further consideration of the wae 
mates Me Reese and: ae the ope do 





a etintely deat sett the first anes of iohion 
“That the Government be censured for their 
failure to make provision for the payment of 
(5g. per bushel cash at railway sidings for this 
season's wheat.” . 
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~The CHAIRMAN (Hon. 
Chanter) oY decline to accept the motion , 
~which, in my opinion, is not put forward © 
itor a legitimate purpose. 

Mr. LAVELLE ——I did not quite catch 
Aen you said. Did you say that my 
“motion was not important? 

The CHAIRMAN.—TI said nothing of 
ihe. kind, What I said was that I de- 
_ clined to take the motion, not only be- 
Cause it is not relevant to the question 
Walore the Chair, but also because, in my 
Opinion, it is not REaposed for a legiti- 
_ mate purpose. 

Mr. LAVELLE.—I am not very con- 
"-yersant with the Standing Orders, but I* 
_ have been endeavouring to make “tnyself 
as conversant with them as possible; and 
ve know that if an honorable member 

- makes a remark which another considers 
aden offensive, he is called upon to 
_ withdr aw it. With all due respect, I con- 
sider that your remark is very offensive 
“to me. You have said that IT had an 
ulterior motive in submitting my motion. 
- The CHAIRMAN.—In the first place, 
the honorable. member must withdraw 
y en statement. It reflects upon the 
‘ Chair. 

Mr. Braxerey—Your statement, Mr. 
| Chairman, was distinctly insulting. 

The CHATRMAN. —The honorable 
~ rnember for Darling is again out of order. 

Mr. Braxetry._Yes, I know that I 
am; but I am no more out of order than 
you are. 

IThe CHAIRMAN.—I name the honor- 
able member for Darling for deliberately 
_ disobeying the Chair. | 

- Sir Josepx Coox.—I am afraid that 
for the last hour the honorable member 
_ for Darling has been asking to be put out 
_ of the chamber. 
Mr. Braxeury. —You cannot yar me 
eut, and I am not going out. 
Mr. Manony.—The right Londen 
member knows that even if the motion 
submitted was out of order, the Chairman’ 
ee have merely ruled it out of order, 
















ee - JOSEPH cone “The ‘Sumueuisle 
member is now inka pha, oh ‘the 






















































Chairman is ash 


have to report thag? a Committ 


opportunity of reminding the Cou 


House. 
rel oa member th it 


7 
ae ant 


bus ible neve oS the 0 p 
declining to act as tellers, ~~ | 
The CHAIRMAN. —I declare 
epee carried. 
n the House: 
‘ithe CHATRMAN " Gointriiee 
passed a resolution suspending the 
able member for Darling (Mr. Bla 
for disobedience to the Chair, 


son ) DOT hs question is: «“ That the 
able member for Darling be sus} 
from the service of the House.” ‘aa 
The House divided. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I pea 4 
orable member for Fremantle (Ma. 
chell) and the honorable membe 
Boothby (Mr. Story) tellers fo: 
‘“ Ayes,” and the honorable mem’ 
South Sydney (Mr. Riley) and #1 
orable member for Werriwa (Mr, 
rini) tellers for the “Noes? 
Mr. Rirry.—I do not feel t00 we 
Speaker, and I must decline to ac 
Mr. LazzartN1.—I also decline. — 
‘Mr. SPEAKER.—As I underst 
honorable members of the © Noes’ 
cline to tell, I declare the ce 
solved in the affirmative. — 


that honorable members who re 
tell contravene the Standing Order 
lay tlfemselves open to suspensio 
other action by the House. 
The honorable member os Ds 
(Mr. Blakeley) was, therefore, u 
standing order 59, suspended for t 
mainder of the sitting. Pa 

iMr. Brennan.—lI rise to order. wi 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable ; 
ber may not rise to order at the presel 
time. The honorable member for Dar 
ling is suspended from the service th 
House. 

The honorable meats for Darlin . 
remarming in the chamber, | 

' Mr, SPEAKER.—I informed th 
orable member for Darling | that. 
* been suspended from the “service 


et! bn 


That was an- se ae 


































bes ask steps to give Ape 
rder of the House. 


ny Braxerny. —I desire to say that I 


) SPEAKER. Order! The honor- 
member is not entitled to speak. 
Braxerey. —I merely desire to 












Th Be oeable > Rt Say for Darling 
+ Blakeley) withdrew from the 
¢ amber meat by the Serjeant-at- 


we F runitioe 4 
“The CHAIRMAN. (Hon. J’ M. 
hanter) -—The honorable member for 
ola al Lavelle) Abe that he was 



























Y Ae ie moved again until a quarter of an 
"4 our a ‘elapsed, and not even then if, 


proposition, dievant Tik, 
rig, but similar j in effect, and I declined’ 


: confine his deen ae a the question be- 
- fore the Chair, namely, the vote for the 
Treasury Department, I hope that not 
only the honorable member for Calare, 
but all other honorable members, will 

: study the dignity of the Chair and them- 
selves, and allow business to Ces in 
a i - way. 


i a back Sere not so much to 
PB: ic. Mr. Chairman, as to your 
tatement that I had submitted my 
otion | for the purpose of obstruction. 
ban “th assure you and the Committee that 

hat was not my reason. I wished to 
_ See) justice done to the wheat-growers of 
by taking steps to have 









hie ced the promise yas to thaw in an 
the Prime Minister’s speech at Bondiaes 
ala CHAIRMAN.—Order! 
Mr. 
(Mr. Hughes) stated at Bendigo that 
the farmers would receive 5s. per bushel 
for their wheat at the railway sidings. 


The CHATRMAN.—I ask the honor 


able member not to proceed on those ~ 
lines, but to address his remarks to the 
vote for the Treasury Department. : 

Mr. Laverrn—I wish to assure you, © 
sir, that I had no desire to delay the 
passing of the Estimates, but, consider- 
ing that the wheat euarantee was a mat- 
ter of more importance, I wished to dis- 
cuss it in order to insure that the wheat-— 
growers should receive justice. 

The CHAIRMAN .—Order ! 

Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [9.23].— 


Having listened to the speeches of various 


members on the items in the Treasury 
Department the thought occurs to me 
that the proceedings of this Chamber are 
becoming more farcical than ever. We 
have heard a motion of censure submitted, 
which the Government | 

The CHAIRMAN (Hon. | J. Mt. 
Chanter).—Order! The honorable mem- 
ber may not proceed on those lines. 

Mr. CONSIDINE+—AH right; I will 
say nothing about the no-confidence mo- — 
tion, but numerous motions have been 
moved from time to time in the House. — 

The CHAIRMAN. — The honorable 
member may not discuss anything that. 
took place in the House. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—If I may not dis- 





euiss what took place in the House, I~ 


shall discuss what took place in Commit-_ 
tee. Numerous motions have been moved 
in Committee which the Government, ac-— 
cording to the state of their health, or. 
the atmospheric pressure, or some ‘less 
important circumstance, ignored, and, for 
all practical purposes, wiped off the busi. 
ness-paper. 


The CHAIRMAN. — Will the hone 


able member confine his remarks to the 


question before the Chair? iY 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—tThe question foal . 
fore the: Committee prevents us from 


‘dealing with another important question 


vitally affecting the Treasury. Instead, 
the time of the Committee is occupied 
with speeches such as those of the honor- — 
able. neat bem or Wilmot: (Mr. ne 





LaveEtLtE.—The Prime Minister id 








who is is. very much concerned ‘about: the 
nernity allowance. 


Mr, otosaaticiae Ma not say a word 
“about it. 


“Mr. CON SIDINE: The Horas 
1 omhor and others like him are very 
- much concerned about matters connected 
with matrimony and old-age pensions. I 
have noticed that most of the discussion 
“on the Estimates is by honorable mem- 
bers who profess themselves anxious for 
economy, and to test the feeling of the 
aemittes in regard to the reduction of 
- the Estimates. 
in the face that honorable members on- 
the Ministerial side have the power to do 
things which they complain have not 
been done. That applies especially to 
_ the honorable member for Wilmot. 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The hon- 
“orable member may not discuss the -mo- 
tives of other honorable members.. I 
again ask him to address himself to the 
_ question before the Chair. 


Mr: CONSIDINE. — TI said nothing 
a thot the motives of any honorable mem- 
_ ber, ; 


. The CHAIRMAN. ——- The honorable 
Saber was discussing other honorable 
erie. and. not the question before the. 
oe 


CONSIDINE. —I was discussing 
A Paks which the honorable 
member for Wilmot has submitted | to 
the Committee. ay has criticised’ 
ee actions the party 
_ the supports. He finds fault with the 
Government for leaving. undone those 
ake which they should do, particularly 
“im connexion with old-age pensions. He 
advocated a course of action which he 
_ claims would have a beneficial effect. It 
is characteristic of honorable members 
_ who sit on the Government side to “ beat 
ihe air” with speeches of that descrip- 
i ‘ tion, while they retain in power a party 
which is responsible for the things. of 
which they complain. 


“The CHAIRMAN.—The 












ouneanty: 





Ti more I ask him to confine himself to the 
ou ee oe the Mate 





a and the honorable member for Wil- 
mot was Foaagtine without boine. pelle’ to 






Yet the fact stares us - 


—orable member and most of those | 


which “and the wealth of this country. 


member is again transgressing, and once » 



























































Spe to ci ‘th “que: 
pensions. If I may no a 
which the honorable 
mitted to discuss— nes 
The CHAIRMAN,.—LE . 
vented the honorable member from ay ( 
sing old-age pensions. I haye 
him to confine his remarks to the ‘ 
tion before the Chair, which is the 
for the Treasury Department. The 
orable member will be i in order i in re 
ring to old-age pensions. 
Mr. CONSIDINE That j is Bi 
The honorable member for Wilm 
tioned his desire to inerease the ol 
pensions, and to introduce a contrib 
scheme, presumably in connexion W 
general pensions system. But. the 





Government side who haye voiced 
sentiments believe in a. contri 
scheme for thesworkers, but: ma e no 
suggestion in regard to pensions for 
officials like the. late Chief Justice 
Samuel Griffith. It is then a questi 
rushing a Bill through for the ex 
purpose of giving some high-salaried ° 
cial, who has had a good time for a 
siderable period at a high salary, 
tiring allowance equivalent to half 
salary; but when it comes to the v 
ing classes, the honorable ‘member 
gests that they should be forced ton 
tribute something, notwithstanding 
they have given the best years of t 
lives to the building up of (the duel : 


satisfied that he will get no support. r0° 
ithe working men and women of the Con 
menwealth for any pensions scheme or 
contributory basis. ‘The honorable 
ber, in his attempt to criticise th 
vernment on this matter—— corns hee 

Mr. Arxinson.—I was a attemptin 
any criticism. I was merely aski 
they were going on with the schen 

Mr. OGONSIDINE.—The hono: 
member knows quite well that the Pp 
pensions scheme is’ not based upon 
cognition of the hie of ‘the aa 







hae to a fe eistencs atten! ae a 

capable of carrying on as individu 

the community. He knows quite 

Chas, if a man is in ee of” ‘Pp 
i 7 iad. 










by outside work, the pension allowance 
reduced to that extent. 
> Mr. McWit1uMs. that is the rotten 
‘part of it. . 

at CONSIDINE. Rh: but why go 
m talking pious platitudes about our 
‘Pensions scheme at the German scheme? 








Beinedy in their own hands. They cep 
-* the numbers, and they could alter the law 
re ee mh oRroW if they wanted to do so. 
_ Mr. Gass.—But they are not going to 
do ite 
"Mr. CONSIDINE.—Of course they 
“are not. They know that, if they do, 
they will lose the support of those people 
who are behind them #t the present time. 








¥ 


¢; 






Hg ‘Mx, Arxinson.—The worst of you 
people over there is that you always have 
) one eye on the constituents. Even the 
or - honorable member is in, the same posi- 
on tion. 

Me Mr. CONSIDINE. —The honorable 
member i is not quite correct. I have both 
) eyes on my constituents. If it 1s any 





- erime to look after their interests, then 
i al plead guilty. 
a Mr. ATKINSON. Et tea not the interests 





ee Mr. “CONSIDINE—1I ‘can quite 

eye Sadaeeand why the honorable member 
_ cannot see this matter from my view- 
es point. 
Boe! Mak 
cannot! 

ie) Mae CONSIDINE Naturally, he is 

o -ineapable of understanding any reason- 
able argument; and, therefore, I cannot 
blame him: He and other honorable 
_ members opposite are simply beating the 
air and occupying the time of Parliament 
in criticising the Government. 

Mr. Arxtnson. —Who has been criti- 
cising the Gov ernment? I merely asked 
“a question. 

Mr, CONSIDINE.—It is not the first 
occasion on which the honorable member 
has occupied the time of the House over 
this question of the er bonus and 
_ the old-age pensions. 

_ Mr. Arxryson.—And probably. will 
not be the last time. 

- Mr. CONSIDINE:—The | honorable 
~ mefnber has not yet explained why he is 
80, much opposed to the payment of a 
maternity allowance, mihongty on several 


-Arxinson.—Thank Heaven, I 





_ but still allows them to go on. 


1920-21. 








occasions he has taken up the time of the — 


Committee in endeavouring to advance 
reasons why it should be discontinued. He 
would be much more in touch with the 


requirements of the people outside, and | 


5833. | 


= 


especially the working classes, if he oceu- / 


pied himself with urging upon his party  _ 
Government the wisdom of . 


and the 
materially increasing these allowances. 
The honorable member, 
other 
side,: mildly criticises the Government, 


get. away from the fact that he looks 


at these matters from a different social — 


stand-point. 

Mr. Arxktnson. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—If I am wrong, 
why dots not the honorable member show 
in what respect I am wrong? He cannot 
get away from the fact that this scheme 
is not intended to apply to certain people 
who have been favoured by chance, or 
birth, or position, whatever it may be; 





in common with — 
honorable members on the other 


He cannot — 


it is only intended to be applied to the 


useful section of society. 
Mr, Arxinson.—What scheme are you 
referring to? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The soa pen- 


sions scheme. Some time back, the hon- 
orable member dealt with the existing 
law and the social insurance scheme in 
Germany; but, if he had really studied 
German industrial insurance, he would 
have known that it is not on a contri- 


butory basis, or, at all events, it was a 


on that basis before the war. 
Mr. Grecory.—Oh, yes, it is. 
Mr. 
member is wrong. The industrial insur- 
ance law of Germany compelled the em- 
ployers to form associations and penalize 
one another in case of accidents. 
other words, they made it unprofitable 
for accidents to occur in any particular 
industry. If we are to have any altera- 
tion im our existing law, 
the non-contributory pensions scheme, be- 
cause I hold that the men and women 
who are building up the industries of 
the Commonwealth are contributing 
every day of their lives. Honorable mem- 
bers smile sometimes when TI rise to speak 
about Soviet Russia, but I tell them that 
Soviet Russia is ahead of Germany in re- 
gard to& this particular matter, and they 
can, if they like, obtain full information 


In 


L shall favour. 


CONSIDINE.—The honorable — 



































































- Grom the otal: eel pital to them ple 
ut! have read some extracts ‘ . 
‘Surely the Treasurer 


in Melbourne. 
from them myself. 


Mr. Grecory.—But how do they pay? 


a in papér money? 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—The | 
member can look up Hansard for his in- 
osha I have quoted the figures. — 
Sir Josep Coox.—Is it quite a fair 
thing to discuss a question like this on 
- the Estimates? What good will it do? 
Mr. CON SIDINE.—Why did not the 
Minister pull his own men down when 
Avi were speaking? : 
- Sir JoserH Coox.—I wish I could. iT 
“would like to pull you down. 
-. Mr, CONSIDINE.—The Minister has 
“the matter in his own hands. He, should 
discipline his own supporters. 
were allowed to discuss these matters, 
_ The Treasurer knows quite well that the 
present pensions scheme is a disgrace to 
Australia, and should not be maintained. 
1 am sure he agrees that it calls for 
radical improvement. 
Sir Josurn Coox,—I think so. 
_ Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am. glad to 
7 ae this admission from the Minister. 
Sir Josepu Coox.—I have said so 
a ecice and I have been “banged ” all 
over the country by your side for saying 
3 1 Me CONSIDINE.—T know of no ad- 
verse criticism by this side in regard to 
_ any endeavour to increase the old-age or 
‘dvalid pensions. | 
_ Sir Josrpx Coox.—I am strongly in 
~ favour of a contributory scheme of 
mational insurance, so that everybody 
could claim a pension as a right. If any 
One wants my opinion, a it is in a 
nutshell. 
Mr. CONSIDINE. Ais Treasurer 
said just a while ago that he agreed with 
me, but now he says he favours a con- 
‘s tributory scheme for national insurance. 


1 believe in a non-contributory scheme 
ae for ‘social insurance. The Treasurer, as’ 





one of the most important Minssters in 
Mes the Cabinet, can at least use his influence 


_ are remedied. I mentioned one injustice 








ete if the wife of ‘an oe spine 
ee lige 


honorable 
awe i 


heard that there is an at i 


They 
| Heise On to the a 


They 


‘other day, and the honorable me 


_tack to it provisions fo 


to see that. injustices which occur in ¢on- 
_ mexion with the existing pensions scheme 


few minutes ago when I pointed out 


Mi siren ate ree ie 


ance is reduced by the 


that he is Nededey 
justice? 


Mr. CONSIDIN me 
not the Treasurer take steps 1 
law? He has the numbers. 1 
too painfully aware of this 
time to time. I am set 
is as anxious Dawah 


Sir Joszpy Cook. Bae 














ave you 14 


this House? 


an evidence of ae ae alovaty 
the Minister’s side. Whenever and 


Thy 


no doubt, ils oficoree are nied by 
provisions ; but the Ministry a: nd th 
supporters could remedy the pre 
justice by means of a short | measure. 

‘Sir iia Coox. —Whenever as. 
introduced, members op 
tack in it a whole series of new 
posals. I introduced the Notes. Bill 
tried 


for Werriwa (Mr. Lazzarin 


ini) 


ing system of an entirely 


Mz. CONSIDINE. mo 3 Tren : 


so, and that his proposal : 
with any obstacle on this 
chamber. His difficulties UL 
his own followers. The a; swe t 
such as I am making f 
of the law is always tha 
sufficient money. 
found for other things. — 


be increased and loans can be 


provide means for other ex 
yet not for the bettermen yf 
When it 


conditions of the people. 
to-——- ; 
Mr. Rosert Cook. —Building 


Federal Capital. 
Mr. CONSIDINE. site 





cause few of setae will. if 


The honorable = 









C nomy is "branded as a traitor 
oyalist, 





irmer, the people of this country 
becoming more and more dis- 
d, and I hope that, eventually, 
ver Government may be in power, 





ch I am now endeavouring to 
om the Treasurer. I ask the right 
e gentleman if he will give the 
that a short measure for the 
t of the law will be intro- 
He is silent. He will not pro- 


: shall be remedied. 


been waiting for the economists, 
to be able to show what 
uld be reduced, to take part in 
te; but, apparently, the Leader 
ountry party (Mr. McWilliams) 
ight when he said that the ee 


on was to move to -teduce 
a whole by a aaa sum. 


anything to-night. 

EARLE PAGE.—The honorable 
for Barrier (Mr. Considine) has 
rred to the discontent amongst 
ustrialists; there will also he 
scontent amongst the taxpayers 
hey realize that some representa- 
the people consider, when the 
s are before them, that the only 
og that matters is to get the business 
o so that they may leave here at half- 
i, ae at night. ds Fepresent a, 


ers sold ee from ‘their 
ent pith have been hit up 











of years ; 


uch more than the paltry pit- . 


; Th 2 ! i 
Bs tance ae Gtiell U have e primary producer is the only person 


after putting in their returns, they get 


raleeied them. 


any . sue monstrous statement, nor hay nh 
I thought such a thing, — ae 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—What prondend 
has the right honorable gentleman — Be 
make regarding the taxation of pas: 
toralists and agriculturists? The pe 
perience of our producers should make it 
patent to the meanest intelligence tha 
as the honorable member for Robertson 
(Mr. Fleming). has pointed out, the only 
fair way of levying taxation on them is 
to average their returns over a number 
yet excuses are continually — 
being made for delaying the introduc-— ee 
tion of that system. ar 

Sir Josera Coox.—No. A system Of) 
averaging is to be adopted, and the hon- 
orable member’s talking will not fur- — 
ther its adoption, because everything | is 
being done that can be done. il 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—Why is the.” ‘ 
system being postponed for so long? R 







































































in the community who is taxed twice. __ 
Mr. Fieminc.—_Now that the matter 
is to. be remedied, why complain? 
Dr. EARLE PAGE. —Because we have _ 
received no definite assurance on the 
subject, cua) 
Mr. Ryan.—The honorable member is 
suggesting that Ministers. are Ap iieits 
bugging. ? ae 
Dr. EARLE PAGE. oe it’ seems to 
me, A Commission has been promised, 
but the matter should have been settled 
straight off. I should like an assurance 
from the Treasurer now that before ine 
come returns have next to be furnished | 
under the State law, arrangements will 
be made to prevent the duplication ‘of 
Federal and State returns. Every coun 
representative and every city member who 
feels that the residents of the sire 
should not be harassed almost beyond en- 
durance, should take up these matters. — 
Many of the men on the land, who have 
not had a very great education, tell me- 
that what worries them is not so much. 
the payment of these exorbitant taxes as 
the extreme care they have to exercise in 
making their returns, and the fact that, 










letter after letter from. the Income. Tax 
Commissioner suggesting that- aaae: ae 


Committee. 





state of. on. 


tae 























































: is a common sense and practical walked 
of dealing with the question of stock. 


As the honorable member for Robertson 
(Mr. Fleming) said, the question should 


be one of receipts and expenditure. No 
one but the dairy. farmer, or the sheep 
man, 1s taxed beth on his capital and the 
product of his capital. 
_ which is really capital, is,put down as 
income at £6 in New South Wales, 
and £3 in Queensland, simply because 
the farmer has to include it as part of 
his income. The butter which is. pro- 


duced from the cow is charged up as” 


- Income also. The calves are also charged 
up as income. A sheep is put down at 
“£1 in New South Wales, and 10s. in 
- Queensland. and the wool has to be re- 
_ turned as income for taxation purposes 
in addition, Capital and income are 
taxed on every possible occasion. When 
a drought comes the stock, which has 
been taxed as income, dies, after costing, 
_ probably, hundreds» of pounds in an 
effort to keep it alive) The owner has 
: already paid income tax on it for the 


previous year, but he is given no rebate. 


_ The time has come to stop that state of 
affairs. It needs no Commission to inform 
the House, or the Government, or the 
Income Tax Commissioner, that» this 
; as ought to be stopped. 
_ Sir Josepn Coox.—I am sure you could 
do it at once, although those who have 
been devoting all their lives to ‘it find: it 
a most difficult thing to deal with. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I am in the un- 
fortunate position of holding stock, and 
I find that in the years when I make 
losses I have to pay income tax, simply 
because I happen to have a few calves, 
where the year before I had a lot of 
breeding cows, although the value of my 
“stock is hundreds of pounds less. That 
is not a fair system. It is not applied to 
men in the city. Those in the city with 

regular incomes pay infinitely less in 
income tax than men in the country. On 
top. of ‘that the Government impose a 

war-time profits tax, which has almost 

-tuined many pastoralists, and has.been 
a scandal and disgrace in its effects on 
the: producing community. 


Mr. Corser.—The city man makes bad 
a debts. 











ae. EARLE PAGE. iat is sae ‘ 
‘Stores Supply and “Ten 


A dairy cow,, 


£1,520 is an instance of | economy in 


itself quite well. 


in’ the. Beaiiates’ it says” Soro. pro 


‘ - Dr. EARLE PAGE.—But he can put | 
Ae ae lo as an off-set in his income tax 
Pi te is s his actual ease ae se he 


ae cost of ; 24 
er Board 


~ £1,520. 






put down this year at 


year it cost £11,950 Bt Tun. 
total estimate, last year sh 
£150, but the expenditure — 


the fiSure I have just stated. , 
down the estimated cost ‘this | ‘yea: 


wrong place. It is scarcely possible 
the work of a Board which is going t 
of any value to the Commonwealth 
partment, in view of the high turnd 
involved, to be handled for £4,520. It ha 
tO co- _ordinate all tenders and departmer 

activities. It must be composed of act 
and practical men. It would be the. 


expenditure in the whole Bud 
to make it a Board of oo, eal re 
that it could be trusted — | 


largely, and thus save | pen 
wisest economy would be to ine 
the expenditure on it so as to 
sure quick methods of dealing with - 
general problems, such as supplie 
stationery, galvanized iron, tiles, wire 
so on. If the Board is yor efficient, we 
better without it. 

Sir Joserpx Coox.—The ee exp 
There was an adva 
last year for a Trust account, so as to 
the Board in funds. Because of that b 
vote last year, a large amount 18 not 3 . 
quired this year. Tt is not a Cie 
economy at all. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE ee am 7 


asking for information. 


temporary credit in Trust ‘Fund, | 


That is eee enough 
EARLE PAGE Tae thank 


be recovered.” 


_ Dr. 


ree ii creneede and its oifsee aieeta be. c 
sidered on the position of invalid and_ 
age pensioners. Many old-age pensiot 
have been eking out their receipts b 
little extra work. Owing incidentally ¢ 
the increase in the cost of living, th 
amount they have been able to earn 
also gone et a little; but be ase. the 















ting a premlum on indolence 
7 I urge the Treasurer to re- 
mount they are allowed to earn, 
ute a sliding scale in accordance 
value of money and _ goods. 
at is a fairly easy matter to 
it. has bedu suggested that it 








oa “veer would involve 


| BARLE PAGE. an Pere now 
- pensions at a certain rate are 
0 earn a little more outside, I 
uv. I urge a reconsideration of 
r matter to which I desire to 


tion is that of the payment of 
oy allowance. © a many 1n- 


“benefit. 


n of Bien. parentage. There are 
Le ectorate numbers of mothers of 


e Bay. even an the 


Syria, outside of Lebanon, which 
ginally French. The eranting of 


ao matter of preparation, or 
YAN (West Sydney) [10.7].— 


iscuss the possibility of the 
pyoete the demand for the 






; ‘at railway Pane 
~Coox.—Sit down! I ery 
—Does the Treasurer give 
ee that this, would ibe a 









tomatically ee tiene! That is” 


how that can affect the Budget 


salle 0 to have come from that 


ance may often mean all the dif-_ 





Sie Toseaen venti —We are going to 
discuss that matter first thing to-morrow. 
Mr. RYAN.—TI am glad to hear that, 
and I take it as an Bien assurance. So 
far as I am aware, such a guarantee re- 
garding the course of action projected for | 
to-morrow had not been, to this moment, 
given the House. It must be obvious 
that a good deal of the feeling engendered 
this evening arose from the fact that: 
honorable members had no. assurance that 
the matter of the wheat guarantee would 
be discussed on the’ morrow. cet ae 
Mr. Poynron.—I talked with your 
Leader (Mr. Tudor), and he was quite a 
Satisfied on the point. re 
Mr. RYAN.—At any rate, I did not 
hear any assurance given. There must _ 
have been some misunderstanding, and thie) 
is unfortunate that feeling should have 
been aroused when there was no need. _ 
This evening’s display could have been 
avoided by the expression of a proper 
assurance at the right time. ‘ 
Progress reported. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented :-— _ 

Defence Act—Regulations Amended—Statu- 
tory Rules 1920, Nos. 159, 160. a, 

Public Service Act—-Promotion of J. F. B. 















































Carroll, Postmaster-General’s Department. ae 
ADJOURNMENT. a 
Motion (by:Sir Joszru Coox) pro- sie 
posed— a 


That the House do now adjourn. © ea 
Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [10.11]—The 
present moment being the first oppor- 
tunity which I have had for bringing be-_ 
fore the House a matter which I would 
have liked to introduce at an earlier — 
stage-——— ae 
Mr. Austin Cuapman.—We ought ule 4 
have a quorum. tet! 
Mr. LAVELLE.—The honorable mem- janes 
ber is only here about once in six months, 
and ‘then only to talk about Canberra. ie 
-Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Tell the truth Mie 
once in a while. qa 
Mr. LAVELLE. nee never told the : 
truth in your life. i; 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John-— 
son ).—Order! I ask the honorable — 
member for Illawarra (Mr. ‘Heetor gs 
_ Lamond) to withdraw his statement. «© 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.—I withdraw, — 





a “sir,” but the statement of the honorable 
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i of the House. 






Ween 


“member for Calare 











Henley on Yarra. 





eben ae Calare (Mr. Lavelle), that 
the honorable member for Eden-Monaro— 


(Mr. 


Austin. Chapman) is never here 


“more than about once in six months, is 


‘not accurate. 

“Mr, SPEAKER. a Orient 
concerned with the facts of the matter, 
but with safeguarding the procedure of 
this House. (The honorable member must 
withdraw without any qualification. 


Mr. Hector Lamonn.—I. withdraw, 
“unreservedlys.. | 
Mr. SPEAKER. — The honorable 


must. now withdraw 
his*‘imputation., 

Mr, LAvettu.—I withdraw, so. far. as 
the honorable member for Ulawarra is 
eoneerned. Asa matter of fact, I am 
rather sorry, sir, that you made him with- 
draw, for I] am sure no one. takes any 
notice of anything he says. : 

Mr, SPEAKER.—Order! “I. am not 
concerned with that matter, but with the 
observance of procedure. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—I ask that the 


honorable member for Calare withdraw 


‘his offensive remark. 

Mr. SPEAKER. — The 
member will please withdraw the imputa- 
tion which he has made against the hon- 


-orable member for Illawarra. 


Lavecie.—lIf the honorable mem- 


Mr. 


ber considers my statement Hayate I 


will withdraw it. 
Mr. Austin Cuapman.—I again call 
your attention, Mr. Speaker, to “the state 


A quorum not being present— 


Mr. Speaker adjourned the House at 10.16 p.m. 
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The Prestpenr (Senator the Hon. T. 
- Givens) took the aa at 3 p.m., and read 


Ee ‘prayers. 


| WENLEY ON YARRA. 


eu ator FATRBAIRN.—T | ask ‘the 


Be. ig) Acting Leader of the Senate whether he 

ds aware that Saturday next will be 
' Henley day, and that Mrs. Fairbairn and _ 
Het myself all be very pied to see honorable bet 


T am ae 


hongeable 





_ (SENATE. oh 
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such a aha is ee a 








































sometimes Mey pai of al 
barrassing character, but the inquik 
by Senator Fairbairn certainly da 
fall within that category. I am jaw 
of the important engagement to which 
has referred, and I am also aware Of 
well-known. reputation: for hospital rv. 
am sure that that reputation alone) 
be sufficient to guarantee the prese 
a S aiglnte upon ‘the occasion in oN 


DET Sb AM PS UPON 
CAT ALOGUES. 


Senator PAYNE asked | ie 3 
representing the Minister for Trac 
Customs, wpon notvcee—e i ia 


Will he make the necessary arrangem 
that catalogues forwarded from seedsm 
nurserymen in European countries. to £ 
shall bear in all cases duty stamps si 
those imposed ‘on Repl os! from | 
Britain? “Se 


Senator RUSSELL nae ae 


Catalogues of the character referred 
subject to duty. Provision has been 
enable exporters to pay in advance in 
by means of attachable stamps, thus 
prompt delivery of cata lagnes and 
delay at this end. 

It’ does not follow that catalogues not 
stamps have not paid duty, the prac 
to aseertain the weight in any one 
assess duty thereon, which is paid by 
sentative of the company in Australi 
of course, entails some delay in effecti 
livery. Fiat aa aa 


Port 


4 ee a E Ah at 
TELEGRAPH POLES 
Senator BAKHAP asked the 1 
representing the lc caaiga hy 
upon notice— 


If, seeing that the stated scarcity 
for telegraph poles in certain parts 
monwealth hinders and renders ver; 
extension of telegraph lines, consi 
the grounds of durability and econo! 
given to the fact that, in ma 
countries with areas similar to mue 
wealth territory, old lengths of rail 
suitable for railway purposes are use 
of telegraph poles? , 


“Senator RUSSELL-—The a: 


Yes, It has heen the practice for 
to use old rails for the purpose n: 






























oe i) Mebwithstending anything contained in 
e last three sub-sections, the tax payable by 
‘any person who— 

_ (@) is not married, has no dependants, and 
| igs not an absentee; and 
. a has/a gross income of not less than 


_ of a person carrying on business in 
Australia, has an income from the 
_ business which, after deducting from 
_ the gross income the deductions 
specified in paragraph a of sub- 
_ section 1 of section 18 of the Income 
- Tax Assessment Act 1915-1918, 
amounts, together with his income 
tain all other sources in Australia, 
- to not less than One hundred pounds ; 
+} and 

. (oh oald apart from this sub-section, not 
t be liable to pay an income tax of One 
a pound or upwards, 
fh a be One a; 


. ¥ 


‘That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to amend the clause by inserting after 
the word “ hundred,” in paragraph b of sub- 
use 4, the words “and fifty.” 


rf Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [3.7|:— 
anes 3 this Bill was last before me Com: 


‘very inopportune time to propose a_re- 
“mission of taxation; 


another place to give effect to my proposi- 
4 tion; and, most important of all, that the 
Hee whole question. of taxation is about to be 
_ considered by a Royal Commission which 
has been appointed to review it in all its 
ramifications. In these circumstances, I 
believe it will meet with the approval of 
honorable senators if I withdraw my pro- 
posal. I ask leave to do this reluctantly, 
because I recognise that a very great 
number of persons, particularly women 


One hundred pounds, or, in the case” 


that an amending. 
‘measure would require to be introduced in, 
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who are re in offices, and who are | 
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£1 to the Commonwealth ‘revenue—_ 
rather a heavy toll to exact from them. 


But I entertain the hope that the Com- as 
mission which has been appointed will 
take into consideration the position of thig — 


particular class of taxpayers, so that in the 
near future relief may be afforded to it 

and also to taxpayers with famihes, 1, 2) 
therefore, ask leave to withdraw my pro- © 





posal. 
Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales): [3.10].— 1" do not wish to 
oppose 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—I do not think that the honorable sena- 
tor will be in order in speaking now. The 
question before the Chair is whether the 
Committee will grant Senator Earle leave 
to withdraw his proposal. There cannot 
be any debate upon that matter. 

Senator GARDINER.—Then I shal 
object to the withdrawal of the proposal. 

Senator GARDINER.—I am objecting | 
because I wish to have the opportunity 
of discussing this clause. 

The CHAIRMAN.—TIf it is the desire 
of the Committee that leave shall not be 
granted the proposal cannot be with. 
drawn. | 

Senator GARDINER.—1 regret being. 
placed in the position of having to object 
to the withdrawal of the amendment. 

Senator Earrte.—The withdrawal of 
my amendment will not prevent the hon- 
orable senator from discussing the clause. 

Senator GARDINER.—I intend to 
discuss it in such a way that I believe the 
honorable senator will realize that he: 
is doing wrong in withdrawing it. 

The OHAIRMAN.—As. the position 
seems somewhat obscure, I shall put the 
question again. Is it the pleasure of the 
Committee that Senator Earle have leave 
to withdraw his proposal for a request? 

Leave granted ; request. withdrawn. 

Senator GARDINER.—I think the 
Senate is ill-advised in not insisting on 
an amendment which, I am sure, would 
have met with general approval. 

Senator Srenror.—The honorable sena- 
tor cannot discuss it now. 


Senator GARDINER.—I can discuss 


the clause. I am not prepared to deal 
with two Chairmen of Committees; at 
times I find one more than enough. I 


trust that Senator Senior will allow. me 
to get into my stride, and not endeavour — 


F to diver me as to the prope procedure. 





Navigation 


Tes is not my intention to discuss the A 


‘drawal of Senotor Earle’s proposal, but 
surely in opening my remarks [ am 
entitled to make some reference to it. 


- The view of the honorable senator is that 


_ the exemption is too low in the case of 
those families in our community who find 
it hard indeed to make ends meet in view 
of increasing prices. The amendment he 
suggested was to increase the amount, 
and thus make the exemption higher. 
Senator Harte.—I was proposing an 
He _ exemption of £150 are of a flat rate 
ve ot £100; 
Senator GARDINER.—The Honorable 
senator had in his mind the hardships 


that are being experienced by individuals. 


_ who have to pay a flat rate, and [ think 
he has made a mistake in withdrawing 
his amendment. This Parliament shauta 
endeavour to afford some relief to the 
people whom its members represent. I 
understand that a Commission ‘has been 
appointed to inquire into the whole in- 
cidence of taxation; but surely we can 
give relief to the people we represent, be- 

G cause if there is one thing more striking 
_ than another, it is the frantic method in 
_ which prices are chasing increased wages. 


Senator Brenny.—We cannot do it in 


this Bull. a 


Senator GARDINER.—I have an ae 
‘that, as far as the flat rate is concerned, 
Senator LEarle’s amendment would 
Lave done it. Our Income Tax Act, 
which is renewed year after year, imposes 
lebee taxation rates; and it must be 
admitted that £100. is worth, approxi- 
mately, £50 as compared with the time 
when the present exemption was fixed. 
poeenly, our exemption is too low, and 

_ the working classes of this community are 
paying more than their fair share of taxa- 
tion. The man who is paying a big in- 
Aa) come tax directs attention to the enormous 
_. sums he has to contribute; but we have to 
realize that the worker, in proportion to 
the income he receives, pays quite ten 
times more. .If he is a smoker, he is 
compelled to pay an exorbitant tax on 
tobacco; and if he consumes spirits, he 
also has to contribute an extraordinary 
tax. A few “wowsers” like myself avoid 
| both taxes, which have to be met by those 
who enjoy the luxuries I have mentioned. 











“sary “commodities ca 


*upon the working classes. The 


-deavoured to show how the huge C 


raised the Soul to £500. 


ys ceive. As far as hat makers, boot 
ee SEEN that 1s ‘consumed isa! nS 
| : | Nek Tshall take 





















































by many, owing to ta 
Customs duties imposed. 
seen the statement that 
of imported Italian, hats than! ca mi 
Sydney had to be returned to the « 

in which they were manufactured, bec: 
of the methods adopted by the C1 
Department in dealing with the 
exchange. The same applies to the 
coming from. France, and the Gover 


(stone duties, when eis! very: 


man with a large family has to ¢ 
bute more to the revenue of the 
than the one with a smal] family. 


Senator DuNCAN. —Would the hon 
senator tell the men at Yarraville 
preference should be oe to im 
hats ? a 


Senator GARDINER. “9 do not , 
the interjection has much weight, 
for many years I have been endeav 
as far as my powers will permit, t 
that the bulk of the Customs du 
paid by the working classes. I h 


duties compare with the light inco 
paid by those who own the wealth 
country. The financial situatio: 
grave that I would not obje ect if i 


saw aise voted tanh our ‘salaries t 
creased to £1,000. 

Senator GARDINER. ieaid The ¢ 
ment which the honorable senator s 
introduced that proposal -when I wi: 
present, but had I been be IT woul 
ee for it. 


Senator GARDINER. “4 
when I advocated that policy £300 
purchase what it now requires — 3 
purchase. If this Parliament is 
pared to relieve those people wh 
hardly pressed in the matter of incor 
some drastic method is needed by 
the wealthy section of the commun 
pay in proportion to the income - 






facturers, and sugar 
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the Tariff is under consideration, of prov- 
ing that the working classes, who are 
~ making fortunes for the factory-owners, 
are contributing more than their fair 
share. 
Senator Crawrorp.—They are getting 
' cheap sugar. 
~ Senator GARDINER. — Yes, at 6d. 
per lb. If we assume that by imposing 
- duties we prevent the outside producer 
competing with the local man, and say 
_ that the local producer, increases the price 
of his produce to the level of the outside 
'  préducer, plus the tax, we have paid 
_ » £19,000,000 to the sugar-producing com- 
_ panies. 
-)> Senator’ Crawrorp. — The wage- 
earners have received 80 per cent. of that. 
~*~ Senator GARDINER.—I am glad to 
learn that the workers have got some- 
. thing out of it. 
~ Senator Pearce. —- Why does not the 
_ honorable senator reserve this discussion 
' until the Tariff is under consideration ? 
~ Senator GARDINER.—I am afraid 
71 shall die of old-age before I have 
that opportunity. It is the duty of this 
Parliament to relieve that section of the 
“community which has so little money 
" with which to pay income tax of the 
responsibility of paying it, and to place 
_ the burden on the shoulders of those who 
can afford to bear it. Therefore, I pro- 
test against the withdrawal of Senator 
_ Earle’s proposal. It would haye con- 
ferred great benefit, not only on the.com- 
'*- munity as a whole, but also on the 
Government. In times of serious finan- 
cial circumstances, my idea of good go- 
_ vernment is that we should have as few 
discontented. and dissatisfied people as 
possible in our midst. One way in which 
. we can achieve that object is by remov- 
» img any source of hardship or of ,irrita- 
tion. Apart altogether from the obliga- 

















_ tion to pay incorfie tax, it is most irritat- 
» ing for people who have but a paltry 
, sum to pay to be obliged to fill in income 
f, _ tax returns; and as Senator Harle’s pro- 


_ posal would have removed that source of 

‘ irritation from a large number of people, 
ee "T believe the Government would act wisely 
' in adopting his suggestion. The New 
South Wales Government have brought 
their income tax exemption into line with 
» the living wage standard of £4 5s. per 
__ week for a man with a family, as fixed 
_ by the Board of Trade, but the Federal 
Government have not done anything in 
i; the * same direction, or at: any rate, if 
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it is their intention to do anything in 
the matter, they are extremely ' slow 
about it, and in the meantime this irri- 
tation continues. We have the spectacle 
now of a man employed in the Postal 
Department, and drawing from the ~ 
Federal Government £3 14s. per week, 
working side by side in any part of New 
South Wales with a man drawing a min- 
imum wage of £4 5s. per week. That is 
not fair to the Commonwealth employee. 
I know that our officials can apply to 
the Arbitration Court to get the increased — 
wages, but an application to that tri- 
bunal takes considerable time, and in the 
meantime the landlord, the butcher, and 
the baker keep calling to collect their rent 
or bills. Post Office officials, with twenty | 
years’ and thirty years’ service, are not 
drawing the minimum living wage as 
laid: down -by the Board of Trade im 
New South Wales. They are most 
patient and forbearing, but it does not 
tend to good administration or to the’ se- 
curing of good servict from .Common- 
wealth employees, when they are treated 
so unfairly by being paid a wage which 
is less than a living wage, and when on 
top of all this Parliament imposes an 
income tax which still further reduces 
their scanty earnings. I hope that the 
Government will be well advised in this 
matter, and that the next Income Tax 
Bill they bring down ‘will exempt from 
the payment of the tax those persons 
who are not in receipt of a living wage. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [3.25].—I think 
that all honorable senators will agree 
with a great deal of what Senator Gar- 
diner has said. As a matter of fact the 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) has already 
announced that the Government look 
with a favorable eye on the proposition 
to increase the exemption as set out in 
the Income Tax Assessment Act. But 
the returns for incomes earned last year 
have already been furnished to the Taxa- 
tion Department, and on them the tax 
imposed by the Bill now before the 
Senate willbe collected. Before the- 
next returns are due there will be ample 
opportunity for the Government to sub- 
mit to Parliament fresh proposals in 
this matter and avoid the hardships © 
pointed out by the. honorable senator. 
The Government recognise that there are 
many defects in’ the incidence of our 
taxation, and for that reason have ap- 
pointed a Royal Commission. , Another 


rd 








| : 56 _ Na avigation 





: Samael facton ‘tor be taken HG cone 
sideration is the expiry by effluxion of | 


time of the war-time profits tax, and, 
in framing future proposals for taxation, 
a matter to be taken into consideration 
will be whether the people who are now 
taxable under the war-time profits tax 
are to escape further payment of taxa- 
tion in this direction, and, if so, to 
what extent. All these matters the 
Royal Commission will investigate aud 
report upon; but, before the next income 
tax returns are due, there will be ample 
time for them to do so, and for the Go- 

- vernment to take action upon their re- 
commendations. 


Senator PRATTEN Wow South Wales) 
- [3.28].—I have a considerable amount of 
sympathy with the effort made by Sena- 
tor Earle to do something in the direc- 
tion of raising the exemption under the 
“Tncome Tax Assessment Act, and I have 
noted Senator Gardiner’s sympathy - for 
the main principle, which we have pre- 
- viously attempted to carry out in this 
Senate, but an actual examination of 
_ the income tax figures show that the in- 
_ eidence of the tax falls on the shoulders 
of the wealthy. I want to remove from 
‘Senator Gardiner any illusion he may 
have that these smaller incomes bear 
- anything like the proportion of the tax 
which is paid by the larger incomes. The 
‘latest figures issued by the Taxation De- 
_ partment are for the taxable year 1918-19, 
and it is surprising how little of the agere- 
_ gate of the income tax paid is actually de- 
rived from the smaller incomes. There are 
388,000 assessed incomes throughout the 
‘Commonwealth, which paid during the 
year under review the total of £10,820,000. 
These figures dissected show that, although 
888,000 taxpayers. paid in income tax 


-. £10,820,000, there were 282,000 taxpayers 


ates: paid in al! under £500, 000, or some- 


“thing over £1 per head. In other words, 


over 70 per cent. of the total assessed in- 
- comes throughout the Commonwealth paid 
under 5 per cent. of the total tax gath- 
_- ered, while under 30 per cent. of the higher 

-ineomes paid 95 per cent. of the whole 
- Income tax assessed. These figures should, 
J think, disabuse Senator Gardiner of 
any illusion he may have that the smaller 


+ 


sonable portion of the income tax. I 











pay by placing the burden. of tax: 


statements that are made $0. often. by 


‘levied mainly on those who are best. 


to the’ people. 


£549,000: 


incomes are paying: anything like a Tea- | 


‘ want to stress the fact that 70 per cenit. » 
of the incomes assessed throughout the 
Commonwealth pey Bei ‘per cent. of a 


























































I am sympathetic towards ‘the sug 
that the exemption should be raised): 
that married men should be placed 
better position than at present, I : 
say there is a good deal of force i in- 
Senator Pearce has said, that there a 
many other inequities in connexion | 

the income taxation that we want rig lit 
I am as strong as any other hono: 
senator in the matter of making the - 


upon the shoulders of those. best ki 
bear it; but it seems to me that we 
nearly ‘Gore that already in conne: 
with the Bill before the Committee. E 


Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [3. 33° 
I would not have troubled the Senate 
all in connexion with this Bill, but for 


lie men throughout the ommonwe. 
and which certainly lead people te 
lieve that the workers are called upc 
pay a very much heavier share of 
tion than are those in happier fin 
circumstances, This impression 
grown to such an extent that it is 
by public men on every platform. LI 
taken the trouble to look at the d 
since Senator Gardiner. spoke this 
noon, and I find that, while Senator 
ten ‘eed bandhisivole by his analysi 
percentages that the heaviest burden 


to bear it, the Budget-papers which 
the possession of all honorable s 
take the matter a little further. Or 
20, honorable senators will find ¢ 
facts which cannot be given. too freq 
The last figures ar 
the year 1918-19, and show that the 
income tax collected from individy 
not from companies aa sia: 


comes rent £200 up aN £500 Mi 
or a total of .£1,06 
from incomes up to £500 a 
out of the total amount of £8,74 
received by the ‘Treasurer. ; 

figures demonstrate that — 

the burden has been — 


shoulders. of those best ak 









Much as one would like 









































ow, and to. By focikoe con- 
one cannot help feeling that, as 
dult person has the same power in 
‘to the election of representatives 
this Parliament, so should every adult 

dividual be’ called upon to bear some 
yor ti on, no matter how small, of the finan- 
Tesponsibility of the Moniacawoalth. 
n view of the stringency of our financial 
osition,, and considering all things, we 
ught to NE RIE sara oanebes upon the 


pon the omaticnt fae earners of 
mmonwealth. Senator Gardiner 
; iternoon quite properly pointed out 
pth: ag the man in receipt. of £4 per week 
; sin 2 no better a position than a man 
10s. per week a few 
: ears ago. We all grant that. 
‘ erling is not worth so much as it was a 
few years ago. But we may also apply 
ne same preumoent to the amount of tax 


feat 10s. as homed with sts pur- 
img power a few years ago, then £2 
| paid. in income taxation to-day is really 
mly worth £1 to the Department. Let 

epeat that in 1918-19 taxpayers in 
receipt of incomes up to £200 a Nha 


_ £200 up to £500 a year, £549,000; those 
with incomes from £500 up te £1, 000, 
and those with incomes of 


a 


sie ay SENIOR. _Bub you must divide 
Sh, 7 hat amount by two, pane to your 





‘ ae a’ am simply Ae bi a isa state- 
Wei ment, of the facts. 
Senator =FAIRBAIRN ees 


bt 39]._I was pleased to hear that the 
pent propose to Hehien the load 


‘ pi of Wee he finde it vary difficult in- 
eed to keep going if he has a family of 

Bi P Bn 
| e ones. I am glad Senator Gardiner 


de a statement that all incomes over 
00 should be paid into the Treasury. 
Ww he has jumped the figure tp to £500 


yea a nationalized it, would, Bte"of all 
£ lost, peas Mionalized, and if the 





rH ai ithe, a 
& Dak ji “a i es ii We, 3 
Ay ; i mit | 
Me ; 
Navigation — is (eee ree 1920. 1 


The £1: 


x 4 e wh-t vt bis income. 


ma ie ans ‘ 








cost of living should rise to £1 000 a 
year, where would the people be? Would 
they have to starve? If the limit fee 
was £300 per year, and the cost of keep- 
ing oneself was £500, while everything 
over £300%a year was nationalized and — 
poured into the coffers of the Govern- 
ment, how would people live in the cir- 
eumatamoes?” If we nationalized at £500. 
per year, and the cost of living rose to- 
£1,000 a year, as 1t very well: may—it is 
far” whodd ‘of that in Russia-—people 
would have to starve. 

Senator Crawrorp,—N obody would ee 
tempt to produce more than £500 worth. © 

Senator FAIRBALRN.—Then the cost 
of living would go up in consequence. 
That ought to he. pointed out as one of — 
the economic unsoundnesses. of Senator 
Gardiner’s argument.’ I wish to back 
up what ‘Senator Pratten said. There wae 
always talk of putting the burden en the 
shoulders of those best able to bear it; 
but Senator Pratten has shown that those 
shoulders are carrying a very fair load” 
already. The top rates of Federal and 
State income taxes in (Queensland amount. 
to 11s. 6d. in the £1. If a man is oe 
in pastoral pursuits, his lambs are treated — 
as income. In order to pay the tax, he 
has. to turn them into cash. If he keeps 
them, they may die. Not only 11s, 6d. in 
the £1 of the money of a good many of 
these people has gone in income tax, but 
the whole income—every farthing of it— 


went last year. I do not want pegple to 


rely too much on those shoulders, which 
are always supposed to be so well able to 
bear the burden, carrying much more. _ 
When we reach 11s. 6d. in the £1 we get 
to the top of our eurve. We have an 
extraordinary system of inode Guat 
called the curve system; 8s. 6d. in the £1 ne 
is about the top of the curve. If we prom 
ceed further, we go along on a straight — 
line. That is the highest rate, because, if 
we went up to/10s., it would be fouls) 
that the man with, £8 in a adh was 
poorer after paying 
the man with £5,000/a 
up to 19s. in the £1 


ne he vis baler 
should shave i 













s very difficult to follow. 
still had the old straight-out bs hae 
acted so well in all other parts” ofthe u 
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world. 
forward, because it is always as well to 
consider both sides of a question. 
honorable senators are agreed that in 
times like this we must pull together. We 
do not-want any section of thé’ community 
to think they are badly treated. I re- 
member the late Sir Philip Fysh years 
ago analyzing the Customs duties, and 
showing that if a man was really hard 
up, he did not require to pay any indirect 
‘taxation through the Customs. All cotton 
ie and flannelette goods, for instance, 
were absolutely free. 
want luxuries, like beer and tobacco. We 


| deueent to grow, and I think will grow, our 


own tobacco here before long. 
Senator Garpinzr—I am amused at 
your calling beer and tobacco luxuries. 
Senator FATRBAIRN. — They are 
_ generally considered to be luxuries. ‘They 
pay a great deal of the revenue. If people, 
unfortunately, had to avoid the payment 
of any duties through the Customs, they 
could do without beer and tobacco. IL 
pape that will never be necessary for 
anybody. . I should like to see people 
have plenty of money, so that they could 
buy a drop of beer and tobacco whenever 
they wished. Still, if they could not 
afford those things, ‘they could possibly 
do without them. The Tariff, as a whole, 
_ has been so adjusted that poor people 
need pay nothing under it. When Mr. J. 
ws ‘Watson was Prime Minister, he in- 
sisted on having no duty on anything 
that was.indispensable for the wear of 
‘poor people;-and I think the bulk of the 
community agreed with that view. That 
is how the Tariff was)-to a great extent, 
constructed, and I hope that is how it 
“owill Aine to be constructed. 
Senator GARDINER (New South 
~ Wales) \ [8.45].— ‘Senators Pratten, 
- Fairbairn, and Payne speak as if the 
ey man, who actually fills up the 
return and sends in the money for the 
income tax, pays it, although they know 
 wery well that he doas not. He increases 
his business profits, and makes the 
~~ Workers pay. | No one knows that better 
_ than doe Sei ee _Deetten, He is out 
Aly business A can admit it. 
Senator Ae pees —Il Oy Pe aay 


anythin Y about it. D 
Seator “GARDINER.—He would be a 









Dy pea business man who, Sn that 








I have put these considerations he] Fd alc pay £100. I 


All. 
ing sufficiently to cover it. 


me with suggesting the raising of 


Of course, he night 


finances of Australia within about. 


_Yernment have done—make. New 






























this year, did not lay ‘indole 
crease the price of the goods he wa 
Under 
present system, the workers pay md st f 
the “increase. Senator F dirbairn ty te 


exemption, not only to £300, but to £5 
That is in proportion to the way in W 
his Government increased my earni 

Senator Pxarcr.—According to 
argument, we ought to take the tax 
the wealthy so as to benefit the work 

Senator GARDINER.—I wish > 
the wealthy section of the commu 
who will not meet their obligations, 
that, when this Parliament impose 
tax on them, they must not pass it o 
the shoulders of those beneath them 


Senator Witson —How would | you 
crease production? .  —- 


Senator GARDINER. ha hon rable 
senator ‘believes, with Senator Crawford, — 
that production would cease if w 
such action. They belong to the g 
section of the community. They 
that, capital will not work or under 
production unless it gets its last 
of profit. I believe capital would d: 
out, but where would it go? Would 
go to Italy? Would it rush to _ Gi 
Britain? There is no country in 
world which offers such safe and s 
investment for capital as Australia 
When I say a limit should be fixed 
that all profit over and above it shou 
go into the public treasury, I do n 
mean that that should be done for 
time. It should be done to mee 
grave emergency with which we ar 
will be, confronted. .If we could fae 
boldly, and decide to square ut 
years, we would glide into a smooth hs 
with open sailing ahead of us. 
should enter an era of prosperits 
Australia never dreamt of. But we 
not face the emergency. 
Senator Orawrorp Sw the Lab 
Government of New South Wale 
your ideas to the test? 
Senator GARDINER.—I ae Bi! 
doubt they will do as the Queensland G 


ot 


the State Parliaments was 


Nie 


’ puna NU Fd 
working Watt pjace in Ce : 





ath: a Ni of deny sight 

8 and ~ twenty-four Labour 
n 1920, it again went to. the 
7, and thirty-eight or forty Labour 
against twelve 













how the Queensland Garanents 

ods of taxation are appreciated. 
enator Rem.—You forget the other 

: , which is on the same side as the 


in the first ripen aa. theafore if 
! ae not draw a parallel. 


ts The Federal Government, without giv- 
ing Parliament a voice in the matter, 
have enormously increased the taxation 
on the shoulders of the workers by their 
Tariff proposals. They are putting taxes 
on ine that way, although Parliament has 
not approved of them. In the circum- 
‘stances, we can well lift the income tax 
from the shoulders of those whose living 

wage does not reach the standard set by 
the ‘Board of Trade in New South Wales. 
If honorable senators have any doubts 





ry people live, I advise them to go 
> on the 2nd November. 
will see there that many people 
sl in untold wealth and luxury. 

_ Senator wie) —There bie be as 




















ae other vonien 
i Sena tor GARDINER.—Of course. 
‘There will be many persons present who 
_ possess splendid motor cars, and beauti- 
. fully attired women @will parade the 
Ae The aorkers’ share in this gor- 

; show will be to pay for it. Sena- 
- Fairbairn could not help referring to 
pirits and beer as the ‘‘ luxuries” of 
the working classes. Just imagine class- 
as pls these things as ‘‘luxuries,” when 
every day one may see wealth flaunted 
- in the face of poverty, and, indeed in 

he face of our own debts. Look at the 
lous tax which the working man 


ays pon tobacco. His smokes consist. 
f about four-fifths tax and one- -fifth 
tobacco. 


Senator Crawrorp.—Most of the 
vorkers look very happy whilst they are 
Pa ‘ 


a a GARDINER. —They 


upon ae etre of Bootie 


ay J mantien those figures to’ 


smile, 
are always. 






Oe I ‘aoe ae 
indulge in the so-called luxuries of | spirits 
and beer, I do not pay Customs duty 
upon those articles. 

Senator Prarren.—Is not the paying 
of any upon those articles a voluntar r 
act 

Senator GARDINER.—It is vo 
in the same sense that every other act 
is voluntary. We are all free men. A | 
man is not obliged to accept the wage — 
which he is offered. He may refuse eh a 
and starve. But why place such an 
enormous duty upon tobacco? Simply | 
because it is an article which is in gene- 
ral use amongst the working classes, and 
thus affords an easy means of collecting 
revenue. 

Senator WuILson baa Isa bad 
habit. 3 

Senator GARDINER.—It is an ex- 
cellent habit. I am not going to say 
that it is a bad habit because I do not 
indulge in it. 

Senator Winison.—I say that ity ie, , 
and I do indulge in it. 

Senator GARDINER.—If we prone | 
the working people of this country from 
obtaining some little measure of enjoy- 
ment we shall certainly precipitate a — 
serious crisis. In Russia the authorities — 
prohibited the sale of spirits, and a re- — 
volution followed within twelve months. 
Similarly if we wipe out the liquor traf-_ 
fic in Victoria I shall cease to advocate 
the removal of the Seat of Government 
to Canberra, because the revolution will 
come very quickly. However, I think 
that I am becoming too general in ay ¥ 
observations. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 











































—Much too general. 


Senator GARDINER.—I inteeneel 
the remarks made by Senator Pearce to 
mean that, before we are called upon to 
deal with the next Income Tax Bill, pro- 
vision will be. made for the very things 
to which we have directed attention. 
Figures which have been quoted by Sena-_ 4 
tor Pratten convincingly show ey 
the average income tax paid by 250,000 
persons in’ the Commonwealth is about 
£1. Thus a very large number of | 
people are obliged to fill in returns, note" 
withstanding that they make only a very — 
small contribution to the revenue, = 


Senator WILSON (South FY 









_[3.55].—I think that we might well sim- 


plify the taxation schedules which the — 
public are at Panny asked to fll in 



















































ide: not pay to accountants, or to members 
of the profession to 
‘Benny belongs, a considerable percen- 
aaa on what they contribute by way of | 
Income tax, for the assistance which they 
‘require to enable them to furnish these 
_ schedules. The details which are de- 
-manded from the taxpayer are altogether 
"too absurd and too far-reaching. 
Senator Russeitt.—tI have seen people 
_ make up their returns upon plain paper, 
4 in a. perfect fashion, and then transfer 
the details to the printed schedule. 

- Senator WILSON. —If the Vice-Presi-~ 
ees of the Executive Council (Senator 
| Rusel) can explain to anybody else the 
formula of the present income tax 
taoiodlinte he must be possessed of more 
brains than I have: We have an excellent 
body of officers managing our Taxation 
ale because they are able to 
make so many of us pay more than we 
desire to pay. With regard to the ex- 
_ emption proposed in the case of single 

_men and single women, [ think that there 
“is no class in the community which is 
“more fitted to pay its quota to taxation 
eee is this class. I hope that the Taxa- 
tion Commission will not recommend that 
these people shall be afforded any relief» 
from taxation. Senator Gardiner has 
~ spoken about the advisableness of placing 
taxation upon the capitalistic class and 
upon industry and manufactures, To my 
mind, there is nothing that will stop our 
progress more effectually than will an 
abuse of our powers in the direction of 
Imposing practically the whole burden of 
taxation upon the shoulders of the capital- 
istic class. That class has a right to con- 
tribute, its quota. But when my honor- 
able friend says that he would confiscate 
all incomes in excess of £500 per annum 
—T cannot think that he is serious, because 
he himself is in receipt of more than that 
: fy 
Senator Duncan, _But the statement 
sounds well, 
_ Senator WILSON.—It is catchy, but 
it Is not effective. J believe that the_ 
people who are best able to bear taxation 
should pay their full quota to the general 
-reyenue. But, as a matter of fact, the 
capitalistic. class. is already carrying its 
‘burden nobly and well. When ‘Senator 
Gardiner says that its members should 
bear the entire burden of taxation, I ask — 
im, ‘‘ What would be the position of — 
country if, re, were to. ae their 


























Snare are of TN men he iy who 


Ahivoh Senator 


\cussion. 


schedules, T. repeat, should be v 





excess of a very Timnited UL 
confiscated ?”” < i 


Senator GARDINER. ee th 
war time the honorable membe 
have compelled men to die, sur 
peace time he ought to. be prep 
compel the capitalists to pay? - 


Senator WILSON. —Thank Go 
not compel any men to die, alth 
recognised that many men died 
honorable senator and myself. 
that, has no relevance to the pre 
We wish to see Australia ji 
gress, and she can progress only by me 
of her secondary industries, If x 
be unnecessarily imposed upon tho 
dustries, unquestionably we shall si 
Senator Gardiner has spoken of t 
in which. the Tariff affects the working 
classes. But who is a better. working 1a 
than the producer? He does not w | 
eight hours a day, but fourteen an 
teen hours. Upon every machine 
he uses he 18 required to pay, an eno 
duty. ae 

penahar GARDINER. —Why shoul he do 
so? fy 

Senator WILSON. Because 
obliged to do so. 

Senator GARDINER a ae -acqu 
the power to work the land ree f 
he will soon be wealthy, — Bt 

Senator WILSON. —Why, in Q ens- 
land at the present time men are. pre 
paid up to £2 10s. per day for cutting 
cane. In these matters we have t 
back to the very foundation, which 
cost of production. » The cost. of pi 
tion has increasé#l to a very large 
because of the high wages which are 
paid in our various industries. a 


a stupid nd i palicwe 


Senator WILSON.—It is more M 
sult of the slowing-down > policy. 
sooner we get back to the principle of 
fair day’s work for a fair day’ 8 pay, 
sooner we shall get back to normal 
tions. I recognise the necessity 
exists for taxation. But at the Pp 
time’ the filling in of our tax 
schedules constitutes a veritable 
mare to 75 per cent. of our Rian 
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(by © Senator Prarce) pro- 
is Bill be now read a third time. 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
—I desire to say a few words upon 
“in order that a record may be 
perhaps for the information of the 
xation Commission and also for the 
rmation of the Ministry. It will 
ly be remembered that the con- 






‘single men and women, married 
d women, and married men with 
_ by raising the exemptions 
| ‘The view has been 
that the married man, in re- 
o children whom he has wholly 
intain, should occupy a much 
position than he. occupies to- 
ut there are constitutional diffi- 
onnected with any action which 
e may take in regard to these 
I. believe the constitutional 





) One is 
hich imposes the rate, which we 
amend, and the other provides 
ous ways of collecting the tax. 
merely a rating Bill, unaccom- 
yy an assessment Bill, which can 
ided here, and consequently, if 
dment had been placed in this 
ig Bill, the constitutional position 
d have gone against the Senate. 
as pleased to hear the Minister in 
of the measure (Senator Pearce) 
at the Ministry was very sym- 
cally considering the position of 
ome tax payers who were in low 
es, and more particularly the posi- 
married men with children under 
years of age whom they were 
supporting. I-have been placed 
st difficult position in connexion 
y viewpoint of the whole ambit: of 
JI. am not altogether in favour: 
sing the income tax by 5 per cent. ; 
aust be generally admitted that 
cial position all over the world 
from bad to worse. J am very 
whether the fair and reasonable 
made by the’ Treasurer (Sir 
1 Cook) a month or two ago are 
“pan out, and consequently it is 
rous for this Chamber at this’ 


cay 
‘1 
Ney 
: 








*y 
f a 4 
ale aie 5 ‘ 












juncture to consider a remission of taxa- 
tion in view of the possibility of financial 


complications in the not distant future 
I have expressed my personal opinion in 
this Chamber more than once, that dur- 
ing the years of war this Parliament, as 
a Parliament, had not faced up the taxa 
tion that was necessary, and, as a resu 
of that, I am. afraid the people of the 
Commonwealth will have to pay more — 
taxation after the war than they will 
care to contribute. We are in a very 
different position to even the British Go- 
vernment. I came across a few figures — 
in connexion with this matter, which _ 
may be of assistance to honorable sena- _ 
tors and others. The cost of the Na- 
poleonic wars to the United Kingdom — 
was £831,000,000. Of that total the io 
amount raised by taxation was 47 per 
cent., and consequently the amount — 
raised by loan was 53 per cent. The cost — 
of the Crimean War to the United King- 
dom was £67,500,000. The amount — 
raised by taxation was 53 per cent., and _ 
that raised by loan 47 per cent. oe nt 
Senator Prarce.—Not during the cur- — 
rency of the war. ae 
Senator PRATTEN.—I am referring _ 
to the period of the war. The Boer War, — 
which lasted three years, cost the United 
Kingdom. £211,000,000. The amount 
raised by taxation represented 32 per — 
cent., and that raised by loan 68 per ~ 
cent. The cost of the Great War to the 
United Kingdom, which lasted five years, _ 
was £10,656,000,000. The amount | 
raised by taxation represented 32 per _ 
cent., and that raised by loan 68 per. 
cent. I ask honorable senators to com- — 
pare those figures with what we have 
done in Australia. Pee nc Ny 
Senator Rowztt.—Do those figures ithe ; 
clude money loaned to other nations? 
Senator PRATTEN.—Yes, because, if — 
the money loaned to British Dominions 
and our Allies is not included, the - 
amount raised by taxation for the cost — 
of the- Great War would’ be increased — Ve 
from 32 per cent. to 38 per cent., and — 
the amount raised by loan would be 
diminished from 68 per cent. to 62 per 
cent. I want honorable senators to con- 
trast this position with the one in which _ 
Australia is to-day. We have not done _ 
anything like that in connexion with 
war costs and taxation, and I am using ~ 
these figures as an argument to show why 
the present Budget should not be inter- — 
fered with by diminishing the revenue. 
and why it should be increased. 
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I eat tks to eecrd Au ‘ghee jnforma- - endeavour to relieve J 


yen of honorable senators the particu-— 
jars contained in an estimate I received. 
from the Income Tax Department by the 
kind perthission of the Treasurer, in con- 
nexion with the exemption of single and 
married men, as well as the -allowances 
for children. 
information to the Royal Commission on 


taxation, which is now arranging its pre-_ 


~ liminary work prior to considering the 
whole incidence of taxation. It will also 
show what could reasonably be done in 


connexion with our income taxation for 
The Department says that- 


next year. 
the total amount allowed for, the year 
1919-20 as deductions from income for 
| children, namely £26 for each child, 
; was £7. ,000, 000. Obviously, then, if 
£7,000, 000 is divided by twenty-six there 
are approximately 370, 000: ‘children, 
wholly maintained by the taxpayers, who 
come within the ambit of income tax de- 
ductions. If an exemption of £39 were 
allowed for each child, the loss of income 
from the field of | taxation would be 
£10,500,000, including ‘the £7,000,000 
‘mentioned, with a. consequent loss of tax 
of £125, 060. If an exemption of £52 
were: allowed for each child ‘the loss of 
“income would be £14,000,000, including 
“the £10,500,000 mentioned, with a con- 
“sequent loss of tax of £260 000, including 
the £125,000 mentioned. In ‘regard to 
the point raised by Senator Earle in 
relation to the minimum tax of £1, I 
may explain that if the section ete at 
present imposes that tax were repealed 
, the loss would be £65,000. If the section 
which at present gives some persons a 
- diminishing exemption of £100 were re- 
_ pealed, and a general diminishing exemp- 
_tion of £156 were allowed to all persons, 
-the loss of tax, including 
_ mentioned, would be £160 SOOO. hE a 
diminishing exemption of £200 were 
Ska to all persons, the exemption de- 
_ creasing by £1 for every £3 of the excess 
aren £200, the loss, including £160,000, 
would be ‘£430, QUO a 4s, diminishing 
_ general exemption of £250 were given 
to all persons, the exemption decreasing 
4 yy £1 for every £3 of the excess over 
; | £250, the loss, including the £430,000 
_ mentioned would be £750,000. I believe 








these figures will be interesting to hotfor- 


able senators, particularly in connexion 
with their consideration of the position 
ay age iT think, he Minister has halt 









and so that a consideration of the 


Tt will,*I think, be of some 


the £65,000 . 
rer apart ete any matters ‘that 


‘unreasonable to 


Chamber. 
pened in the Library Committee, ¢ 
if, BOG that friction is o 
- House Committee. The r 


years of age. . 
largely for the purpose of recordin 


Bul read a third time. sia 


SPECIAL ADJOURNME : 


Motion (by Senator ae a ¢ 
to— 


‘SELECT COMMITTEB: SEN . 
OFFICIALS. ! Ms 


‘Debate resumed from 14th” , 
(vide page 5641), on motion by Se 
DE LARGIE— ged 

1. That a Select Commaetes be appoin 
inquire into and report to the Senate 
question of the position of the offici 
gvaged in and about the Senate, and the 
ing of the Public Service Act so far as 
cerns officers controlled by the Senate or 
mittees of the Senate. 
. 2, That the/Select Committee consist of. 
tors Senior, Duncan, Reid, ee 
Brockman, Elliott, and the | mover. 


oa at length at ‘bhis Fe ie sie 
I believe I have clearly and fully exp 
my object in moving the motion. © | 
if I had not spoken at all the mo 
clearly expresses my intention. We - 
Tin that there has not been : 


have arisen recently, when a systel 
been in operation for twenty years it 
request that in 
should be made to ascertain whether it 
working smoothly or not. I have alr 
shown that the present > arrangemen 
unsatisfactory, and I have no desire. 
enter into the personal aspect of the-qu 
tion. It is, however, apparent to. 
that friction exists between certai 
mittees and the Presiding Officer in 
IT peinted out ‘what had | 
















Py - Select Committee : 


‘What their duties and functions are. 
They do not understand how far they can 
" go in certain directions. There is a col- 
‘i lision’ of opinion between the Presiding 
ers and the members of the Com- 
“mittees. For twenty years past, these 
a Pgs “Committees have been performing certain 
~ duties on precedents clearly established by 
- the Presiding Officers of this Chamber 
' and another place, and adhered to by all 
_ Presidents and Speakers with the excep- 
) tion of Senator Givens, who has seen fit 
-© to dispute them. It is only right, there- 
fore, that a Select Committee should be 
> appointed to find out if there is anything 
wrong with the practice that hi therto has 
worked so smoothly, and whether any 
reason May exist for certain changes 
) whieh have been proposed. Such an in- 
> quiry would be in the interests of the 
~~ proper working of the Senate, for there 
- can be no prospeet of securing harmony 
while disputed opinions prevail. In any 
~ case, the inquiry would be not so much 
~ into the position of the Committees I 
‘ \have. mentioned as into the working of 
the Public Service Act as applied to Par- 
_ liament. It is the provision of that Act 
~. whieh prescribes that certain duties are 
to be performed by the President and 
‘Speaker that has caused all the trouble. 


_. When submitting the motion for the 
appointment of the Select Committee, I 
made a mistake in attributing to Senator 
-. Givens a certain action. The matter was 
- certainly too trivial to justify the amount 
of time the President spent in referring 
_ * to it. I claimed that he had made a 
-_—written protest to the Library Committee 
~ im regard to the manner in_ which” it 
_ _+was carrying out its duties. I found out 
afterwards that it was a verbal protest, 

but from the way in which he reiterated 

his assertion that he had never written to 
the Library Committee, I began to doubt 
whether he had submitted any protest at 
all. However, he concluded by admit- 
ting that he had made a verbal protest. 
It was quite unnecessary for him to 
quibble about the matter. I had heard 
the minutes of the Library Committee 
read containing the President’s protest 
against the action of the Committee in 
doing what the members of it thought 
they had a perfect right to do, and I 
had gathered the impression that it was 
a written protest. It makes little dif- 
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Senate Officials. 


- \ 
ference whether it was written or 
spoken. At any rate, the Joint Library ~ 
Committee immediately proceeded to do 
what it had been doing for the last 
twenty years, and that was to control the 
officers in the Library, and deal with the 
question of their employment in a way 
which was quite in conflict with the. 
President’s protest, which was treated 
as the Irish doctor proposed to 
treat pneumonic plague—with contempt. 
Speakers Holder, Carty Salmon, and 
McDonald had all carried out their 


‘duties as Chairmen of the Joint Library 


Committee on lines already laid down by 


precedents, and there could be very 
little doubt indeed that, on this — 
occasion, the members of that Committee 
were acting in accordance with well- 


established practice. 


Senator Givens declares that my mo- 
tion is for the appointment of a Com, 
mittee to! inquire into other Committees. 
It is nothing of the sort. It is simply a 
proposal to hold an inquiry into the work._ 
ings of the Public Service Act. I know. 
that recently a change has come over the 
scene, and that the President has adopted 
a certain attitude which is indicated in 
the letter which he proposes to have 
printed recommending that the control 
of the officers of Parliament in re- 
gard to classification and salaries should 
be undertaken by the Public Ser- 
vice Commissioner. That is a matter 
which should be left to the decision of 
Parhament. At any rate, the President 
should have consulted the various Com- 
mittees who have in the past exercised 
this control, before tabling the letter. 
So far as I am aware, neither the House 
Committee nor the Library Committee 
was consulted in the matter. In any 
case, if he did not think it worth while 
to consult the Committees, Parhament 
should have been given an opportunity 
to express an opinion before any action 
was taken by him. The Select Commit- 
tee I propose will have the opportunity of 
collecting evidence and placing a report 
before the Senate, and then it will be for 
honorable senators to say whether they 
have sufficient information. before them 
to guide them in coming to a decision 
upon the necessity for any alteration of 
the Public Service Act in respect to the 


-eontrol of: officers of Parliament. 
















































tom put The Senate divided.) ) 
Ayes~ . Sane aiee 
Nes: yA ee Aa 
Majority...’ Sy aed 
ee AYES. 
Benny, B. Plain, W. 
de Largie, H. Pratten, H. E, 
‘Gardiner, A. Senior, W. 
Keating, J. H. Teller : 
_ Payne, H. J. M. | Reid, M. 
: U ncage el WR al Beures: GF, 
Crawford, T. W. Russell, E. J. 
Fairbairn, G. 
Foster, G. M. Teller: 
Glasgow, Sir Thomas Foll, H. 8S. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
: Motion: (by Senator pz Laram) agreed 


“That the Committee report to the Senate 
on 24th November. 





: i: ADJOURNMENT. 
Pi) Ontes or Busrmess. 


Pe atne PEARCE (Western Australia 
Sinister for Defence) [4.87].—In 
- moving— 
| ‘That: the Senate do now adjourn. 


ak would be as well that I should indicate 
the course of business so far as we can 
foresee it. As honorable senators will have 
noticed, another place has been dealing 
‘with the Estimates, and, as most of the 
' Bills there are measures that have already 
been passed by this Chamber, there is not 
much probability of further legislation 
coming up to us from another place dur- 
: ing the fortnight over which we. shall 
adjourn. It is hoped, however, that 
Sheascedte members elsewhere will have 
dealt with one or two Bills in the interim, 
and that, when we re-assemble on the 3rd 
N ovember, we shall have some measures, 
ineluding the general amendment of the 
‘Public Service Act, to introduce into this 
Chamber. We shall then have enough 
_ business to keep us going, and may be 
able to. indicate the time for the adjourn-. 
_ mer rb over Christmas. 





| Question x resolved in the affirmative 


Nigdedon Tint | he motion. ye “rs 


~ per bushel cash at railway Tee for this 


pect a calm to-day, though in Parl 
you can never say what will happen 


_ the wheat delivered at railway sidin 
_ promised by the Prime Minister in 


il), the Australian wheat harvest 1 


ai sean 


vee Sein (Hon. ‘Sir Elliot Jo. 
took the chair at 2.30. ae an 
cee | a 


That the Government he penny’: 
failure to make provision for the paymel 


son’s wheat. 


After the storm of yesterday, we m 


Mr. Marr.—It is to be hoped tha 
will not wreck us. — ae 

Mr. TUDOR.—I shall be. glad to do 
TI make no secret of that. If I could 
the Government out of office, I wou 
it. Four weeks ago I moved the adjo 
ment of the House to eall attention t 
‘failure of the Government to pay cash for 


last policy speech; but, as is 
known, it is practically ‘impossible 
an adjournment motion, to secu 
division, and thus force _ members — 
commit themselves to one view or anothe 
Without such a division, honorable m 
bers. can say that they _ were desir 
that the Government should give effect 
to its guarantee without being imconv nes 
enced i in any way. My motion will for et 
a division on the question, = A 

Mr. Marr.—tlet us have the divisi 
straight away. 

Mr./TUDOR.—I[f the Whip on thes 
tells me that all the Labour members 
are prepared to speak to the motion 
willing to take a vote at once, I shall ha 
no objection to doing so. In't no case she 
I detain the House very long. Accordin; 
to the honorable member for Echuca (Mr, 





this year is estimated at about 137, 000, 00 
bushels, though some of the newspa: 
estimates lave been as high as 170,000, 
bushels. Xnibbs allows for isumpt 
in Australia of a little over 5 bus 
per head for breadstuffs, whic 
mean a total consumption 










and» about 10 000,00 









































‘150, 000,000 hele there 
be = heat 115,000,000 bushels 
ort. Now, the ‘Treasurer told 
his Budget Statement that last 
the shipping coming to Australia was 

3,500,000 tons, and the shipping 
POL WAnstralia wold be about as large. 
We shall have 3,000,000 tons of wheat and 
o send away, aiid the shipping avail- 
le will not provide space for it. We are 
ding away about 1,000,000 tons of coal 
tt he present time, andl then there are the 
yol, butter, meat, metals, and other, ex- 
PBS: The honorable member for Wim- 
‘ (Mr. Stewart) has said that the 


Sir Joseru Coox.—In that ease it was 
not a guarantee, but the promise of a pay- 
ment. 

_ Mr. TUDOR. —TI believe that when Mr. 
Watt, during the last electoral campaign, 
made a statement showing what the Com- 
monwealth would have to pay if a Labour 
Government got into power, he reckoned 
the cost of this guarantee among the com- 
mitments. 

| Mr. Avstix Cuapwan.—Where would 
‘the Treasurer get the money? 


Mr. TUDOR.—That is for him to say. 
Of course, if the Government are destitute 
of financial ideas, and come to the Opposi- 
_ tion for advice, wé shall be pleased to con- 
sider the position.’ The Prime Minister’s 
Statement at Bendigo twelve months ago 
" was this :— _ 
In order to help the wheat. farmers, the Go- 


_ ¢oming crop, will guarantee 5s. at the railway 
fs sidings for the 1920-21 harvest. 

The right honorable gent!eman has made 
other promises. During the second con- 
“seription campaign, he said that if con- 
rf scription were not carried he would not 
eontinue in office, but when I reminded 
him of that, his remark was that the state- 
6 tpent was: not a he pee but a threat. I 


ie - farmers were given a promise, a pledge, or 
a threat? If all that was meant was that 
they would get 5s. per bushel when the 
wheat was sold, they can say, “ Thank you 
! efor. nothing.’ Yesterday, newspaper pro- 
| rietors were referred to as the friends of 
1 : members, | ‘but it cannot be 





1 Octosen, 1920.) 


‘e _yernment, in addition to its euarantee for the 


ae Conmeured A 





cia that any of them are tren 


of mine. One newspaper has stated 
that the promise I referred to was made 
by the Prime Minister in order to obtain 
votes. Some time ago two pictures were 
published, one showing the farmer of 1914. 


smoking a pipe and driving an old horse, * 
on whose excrescences you could have 


hung your hat, and the other showed him 
in 1919 riding in a motor car and smok- 


ing a cigar, all the result of the beneficial - 


legislation ‘of the present Government, - 


Mr. Roserr Coox.—Was that in eee 
toria or in Queensland 2 









Mr. TUDOR.—In Victoria; and I be 


tained a copy of the pamphlet issued by 
the organization to which the honorable 
member belonged. Whilst the farmers’ 


organization sends out pamphlets broad- 


cast to the people of Victoria they are not 
likely to. send one to me, but I generally 
manage to get hold of these things. ' 


Mr. Stzewart.—We are willing to ve 


the honorable member a copy of any of 
our literature, 


Mr. TUDOR.—1 shall be glad foe 


ceive it. These publications always eome 
in handy, just as he Financial Carnival, 
written. by the Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) did last week. - If the farmers are 
only to be paid for their wheat as it is 
shipped, and only about one-third of the 
crop can be sent away this year, instead 
of receiving the full price, which no one 
knows yet, they will not even receive 5s. 
per bushel, which they believed they 
would receive when the wheat wag  de- 
livered at the railway sidings. Honorable 
members. on this side of the House, who 
represent wheat-growing districts—and 


with one exception they represent the 


whole of the wheat-growing areas in New 


South Wales—have received letters from 


the primary producers, asking them to en- 
deavour to induce the Prime Minister to 
make Available the 5s. per bushel. Last 
Thursday the 


Minister whether 


5s. guarantee. 


received, but said that he had nothing — 
further to add to his previous statement 
which was to the effect that until the | 


honorable merber for — 
Riverina (Mr. Chanter) asked the Prime 
representations had 
been received by the Government from 
farmers’ organizations in reference to the — 
The Prime Minister ad-— 
mitted that such representations had been _ 


steht 


wheat w was sold iat would not Pass: what 
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- they ‘tended to Sol 
‘the honorable member for Calare Oe 
Lavelle) was answered by him to the same 
_ effect. I have always taken the attitude 
that every man is entitled to a fair rate 
of remuneration, and a fair profit in his 
industry. The Federal Executive of the 
. Labour party, which met last week, 
earried a series of resolutions, one of 
which was— 

That the price of wheat for local consump- 
tion be based upon the cost of production, the 


cost of production to be ascertained upon in- 
quiry, which shall provide for trade union 


wages and conditions of all labour, including — 


the labour of the farmer’s family, employed 
in producing the crop,-plus a reasonable profit. 

Mr. Roserrt Coox.—The public would 
not get a loaf at all under those cond1- 
tions. 


Mr. TUDOR.—If an industry cannot 
pay fair wages and support proper condi- 
_ tions it should not exist. ; 


Mr. Rozsert Coox.—Then the peonts 
have no right to eat bread. 


- Mr’ TUDOR—I do not. believe the 
honorable member. According to news- 
paper reports of deceased persons’ estates 
it is the squatters and farmers who are 
most blessed with worldly goods, rather 
than the people who reside in the cities. © 
Mr. Rogpert Coox.—Wills do ‘not dis- 
| close the liabilities of the testator. 

Mr. Gisson.—How will the honorable 
member’s policy operate in the year when 
no wheat is grown? 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable iaetibier 
-Imay put his views as to what will happen 
in a drought year. The people engaged 
in the production of wheat, wool, or any 
other commodity, are entitled to a fair re- 

ward. The average cost of production 
ean be ascertained. 

Mr. Pornron.—What would the honor- 
able member call a reasonable profit? 

Mr. TUDOR.—Not the 20 and 25 per 
cent. which some companies are paying, 
even: on an inflated capital. 

Mr. Poynron. ~~ Those companies are 
in the cities. 

Mr. TUDOR. ey some of the people 
in the country have not done badly. I 
regard 25 per cent. as an unreasonable 
profit. According to the statement made 
by the Prime Minister a few days ago the 
_ farmers are not to receive a dividend until 


ee ee is Saas preys nee yea is eeu 


\ obligations entered into unless farmers: 
charge: ners accumulated - liabilities. — 
































mortgage their credit_so that Panel 
obtain money for the new- crop 
hardly know where to turn. WM 
Mr. Pornron.—Would the hono 
member call 6 per cent. a fair prof ‘ 
Mr. TUDOR.—I would not. 
Mr, Poynron.—What would he. ca 
fair profit? | ie 
Mr. TUDOR.—The howonaniee ‘me 
may make a speech for himself. 
Mr. Corser. — But bi us have yc 


ne 


iis profit was put. on record 
connexion with the Bill for grant 


ting. The Government proposed tole 
the company a profit of 15 per cent., 
I said that that was unreasonably hig 
So are the profits of 25, 50, and 100 7 
cent. made by the honomable memb 
friends in the sugar industry. } 

Mr. Corszr. —- Those De do 
exist. . 

. Mr. 
worry about the sugar people to- -day, | 
I know how the company watered 
stock to the extent of ae Stone) fo 
































bers ee en ae naw day. r' 
here a letter from Manilla, New Sout! 
Wales, dated 28th September—_ a 


Enclosed please find copy of ‘resolutio 


and business people held at Manilla on Sat 
day, 25th instant. A 


In support of these ienotitonas the follow 
is submitted for your consideration:— _ 


The cash payment of 2s. 6d. is entirely ne 
rei It will barely pay for harvesti 
bine 


per acre. Farmers in this district have é 
fered for ten years by reason of crop failur 
only two fair crops having been harvested d 
ing this period, so that it will be readily s 
that their financial position, and also that of 
the storekeepers and others who have finane 
them, is serious. It is_ therefore regarded 
reasonable that the first payment made shor 
be sufficient to allow farmers to dischar 

their urgent liabilities. Business people have 
strained their resources to the utmost in te) 
to carry them on, and will be unable to m 





y. ‘ecog Deen 1 that etarial Be eiance 
ive’ by the State Government to far- 
year, but it is confidently asserted 
he guarantee of 5s. per bushel by the 
Bene to which 28. 6d. was 


oibeeete ihe long series of 
ould not have attempted to put ina 
y were urged by both State and Fede- 
vernments to put in as much wheat as 
De to do so worked almost day and 


‘under crop in this district, w hich, 
- from approximately 45,000 acres a few 
eo to under 20,000 last year, has in- 

his year to 42 ,000 acres. The promise 

(6d. cash on Bet should, there-- 
Failure to do. 

e regarded as repudiation. From the 
of production, which is so much 

e aa time, the ange is most 


» 


1is meeting of farmers and business 


) proposal to pay 
: bushel - ae on nee of their 


Darling (Mr. Blakeley), uttered 
‘se of the recent debate on this 
and -recotded in Hansard (vide 

There is a further state- 


t. are paisa eiie 3s. 


a 


Bescntty undergone an tens 


rious drought. That being so, 


the more need for urgent Son 


of the producers’ ape and 


per | 
na above the amount of the 


de had heen under the impression that th 
5s. per bushel guarantee would be paid a 
the railway siding. » 


That is recorded: in’ is 


Hansard (vide page 4905). The honorable — 


member for Gwydir (Mr. Cunningham) 
remarked that he would never have put 


‘in his present crop had he not imagined 
that it would mean a return of at. aes f 


5s. per bushel cash. 
T have not followed a course, in con- 


nexion with this motion, such as has been — 
adopted with regard to many other mo- 
say, x 
of the — Te 
News- 


tions of = censure. That is. to 
I have confined the terms 
motion to one specific subject. 
paper opponents of honorable members — 
on this side have remarked, 
nexion with thé motion, that this latest 
makes about half-a- doen launched this — 
session. No 
three. But I do not say that there will 
not be more than half-a-dozen before the 
session is over. 

Mr. 


vote upon this motion? 


Mx. 


thereafter. 
sent hanging on. If the Country pats 
believe in this pledge which was made to 


eS Wi 
in con- a ao 


such thing! There have been oe 


Marr.—That depends upon the : 


TUDOR.—If honorable aoe ne 

vote after the manner in which they have. 
been speaking, the Government will not _ 
remain in office for another five minutes — 
The Government are at pre- 


the farmers, there should be but one course ~ 


for them to adopt. 
that the pledge was made, not so much to. 
“dish” honorable members onethis side, — 
and this party, as to “ dish” the Gouutte 8 
party? The pledge was uttered for the _ 
specific purpose of trying to prevent the © 
Country party from getting a hold; al- 
though, for that matter, we now hold a 
fair number of country se ats, and Labour - 
members of the St&te Legislature will be — 


representative of still more rural elec- a 


torates as the outcome of to-day’s sh 
throughout Victoria. 

Mr. Groom.—I would not prophesy a 
I were the honorable member. 


Mr. 


Do they not realize | 


TUDOR. —I guarantee that a 


party will gain more country seats than 


the N ationatists: 

I undertook to be brief upon this mat 
ter, and will conclude by saying, “ Let us 
see now just where honorable members 


Mr. HUGHES i Bendheoe ep tine! Mi ie 
ister “and fe neene) be ne —The- 


“heh 


ve 





5854 Motion 
honorable member has explained that the 
press is in error in stating that there have 
been half-a-dozen motions of censure this 
session. In this regard the honorable 
member says, like the lady in Marryat’s 
novel, “This is only a very little one, and, 
so, might be excused.’” 
Mr. Tupor.—I never said or suggested 
that. 
Mr. HUGHES.—Providence, which 
tempers the wind to the shorn lamb, en- 
ables us to sustain these rude buffets of 
adversity; and we have this abiding con- 
sclation, that if the honorable member 
had not moved his motion he would have 
been able, under cover of the Estimates— 
as we saw last night—to discuss not only 
this, but a great many other things. So, 
therefore, 1 am not at all disturbed by his 
motion. For since we are to waste time, 
as well waste it upon this as on any other 
question. 


Mr. Strrewart.—It is not a waste of 
time. 


Mr. HUGHES.—That it is a waste o, 
time is obvious; not that the subject-mat- 
ter itself lacks importance—for it is 
vitally important—but I do not think that 
any one, no matter how closely associated 
with the farmers, would believe that con- 
sideration for the farmers is the impelling 
motive of the honorable member for Yarra 
(Mr. Tudor). I shall show that pretty 
clearly. Its, perhaps, only a coincidence 


that general elections are being held to-. 


day in this State. It is possibly but a co- 
incidence that, yesterday, although another 
event, both interesting and dramatic, was 
billed, the honorable member’s followers 
endeavoured to brush it aside in order that 
they might notify an expectant electorate 
that they, Codlin, and not Short, were the 
friends of the farmers. However, destiny, 
which knows nothing and cares nothing 
of Labour or Naticnalism, “brushed 


them aside and determined  other- 
‘wise. And so they take the floor 
baoeaay.) and we: are to hear’) that 


which, but for the intervention of Provi- 
dence, we should have heard yesterday. 
What did the honorable member say? 
He is now posing in the réle that he as- 
“sumes very seldom, but which, because 
elections have followed one another rather 
closely, during the last few years, we re- 
call perfectly, and admire the manner in 
which, although without that intimate 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


which they were saplaee to die 


a very strong inducement to put — 





of Censure. 







































give him authority a) information 
continues to strut the stage as th 
farmers’ friend. He is much fon- 
cerned about the farmers.’ I am 
my honorable friend will not object i 
deal with this matter on its merits, Jand 
remind him of one or two circumste ices 
which, in his anxiety to obtain a vote he 
was unfortunately unable to mention. |He ~ 
has referred to my policy speech at Ben- — 
digo. I have before me an extract ffom 
that speech, which was delivered on Dth ais. 
October, 1919, and I shall read it— — 

In order to help the wheat-growers, the IGo- — 
vernment, in addition to its guarantee forthe — 


coming crop, will guarantee 5s. at rai 
sidings for the 1920-21 harvest. 


If honorable members will cast hadi the 
minds they will see that this was a a 
nite promise in relation to a well-estia 
lished practice. This was not the fi 
guarantee we had given, nor even 
second, or the third. We have giv 
onarantees now these many years, And 
whe we come to ask ourselves, what de 
this guarantee mean, if there be any ar 
ouity in the term itself, we have o 
look at the way in which it has bee 
strued, interpreted, and put into practi 
We find that, with one exception, 
think, and that i in a very lean year, 
unfortunately, few people had any 
whatever, the guarantee. was hono 
not in one instalment, but in Pi 


the farmers that it was intended to 
part from the existing pret wh 
was to insure that the farmer, no 


market might be, should have Pe 
bushel for his wheat. That, I thin 


under cultivation. The farmers — 
assured of 5s. per bushel. It may be 
that bs, in itself is not sufficient in thes 
days. ' I do not say it is, but to a whe : 
farmer hesitating whether he should 
in wheat or run sheep, that guaran 
would suffice to just turn the scale | 
induce him to grow wheat. 


As I have said before, no ‘country 
achieve greatness merely by foll 
pastoral pursuits. pcan: AB's 





















man; thon | came sera con- 
“next agriculture, and, = lastly, 
It is a very good thing, 
. m the stand-point of the pastoral 
Y) , that land should be put into 
Even if our objective were 
ase our flocks, it would still be a 


Pa that way, taking ‘ae country by 
1 z we can carry more sheep to the 


st t point is, therefore, that in this 
e we repeated the formula that 
It was 


r acreage, which otherwise would 
n fallowed, to be put under 


rs GE bette by reading very, ah from 
eir manifesto at the last general elec- 
“TI shall take only one glittering 
m from that sparkling tiara in order 
“that honorable members may judge of the 
whole - by 

ward. Se he Leader of the Labour party 
id in this manifesto— 


the oe 5s. a bushel ae railwa BY ais 
ngs for the 1920-21 harvest, 


Ne ae honorable :emainee there AGHA ny 


a Be ces Bs, per bushel at Se llgay 
dings: for the 1920-21 harvest. He says 
iat what he meant was that the Labour 
irty, 1f returned, would pay 5s. in cash 
hel at the sidings when the wheat 
_eame in. If he had really meant that, 
he! would have thought of it at the time, 
and would have expatiated upon it. He 
would have said to the elector, hesitating 
as he was between these two parties—ask- 
‘ing himself, “ Along which road shall we 
_ find ‘salvation ?”—* Why, here you have 
inca while the Government offer you 
¢ = a guarantee.” But the Labour party 
did not do so, and since modesty is not 


ay 
Wane | 


thei r characteristic virtue, we must assume 










i ii is it Ocrosen, 1920. ] 


been placed in my hands.. Saga 
lamp 5 the ae of which borer Hi 











of Censure. ida) | 
that it was because all they meant was | 
that they would do as we had done for 
years, namely, guarantee that the farmer 

should get at least 5s. for his wheat. 
The idea of paying cash, on delivery 
is an afterthought. Weare strengthened _ 
in that assumption by the fact that — 
this is the second censure motion * — 
in which this matter has been . 
cluded, and that in the former motion 
not one word was said about payment 
down when the wheat was delivered at 
the sidings. It was not until the farmers — 
sald, ‘‘ We want cash down’’ that these — 
honorable members, seeing an oppor- 

tunity of adding the coping stone to their 

castle in the air, said, “ Ah! we. for- 

got that, but it is not too late,’ And 

with the paint of words and promises 

and statements, they hope to finish off this — 
castle and to make the farmer who is ° 


‘voting to-day believe that they are the men 


for Galway. It is, however, a belated 
idea on the part of the Labour party. | 
I think there is no need to emphasize 
the point any more. Nothing is more 
certain in the world than that if they 
proposed cash, as against our guarantee, 
they would have said so; because when — 
we offered the soldiers bonds they ad- 
vocated cash, and stumped the country, 
emphasizing the difference betwen the | 
two policies ad nauseam. ‘They are con- 
victed ott of their own mouths, or out 
of their own silence. What they propose 
now never occurred to them. Why? — 
Because they know nothing whatever of. 
the conditions of the farmer. in the coun- 
try, and care less. All they desired to 
do yesterday, and desire now, though it is 
rather late, is to influence the farming’ 
votes’ at to-day’s election in Victoria. 
Where do these gentlemen really stand? 
They pose as the friends of the peace 
Now, my honorable friend has said, 
many round- flowing phrases, that he Me H 
lieves a man is entitled to the fruits of his — 
industry. Every capitalist, from the be- 
ginning of time,’ when a workman has — 
asked for an increase of wages, has said | 
the same. 
and meaningless. It means nothing, and 
the honorable gentleman knows that per- __ 
feetly well. But I shall turn rather a 
cruel light upon it from a lamp which has 





It is an expression trite, stale, 


‘wk mean: thes ie)". 




















































members opposite guide their feet—the 
directions, manifestoes, and decisions of 
their executives. ‘or we must not forget ° 
that these gentlemen opposite are lke 
children in a dark wood. They say, 
SO lat lot us go here,” or, “Let us go 
there’; but they know the way neither 
to here nor there, but must follow as their 
parents lead them ; and as they dart after 
this pretty flower or that seductive fruit, 
they hear the voice of “ Him who must he 
- obeyed.” 
Mr. Srewart.—Do not waste time dis- 
- cussing honorable. members opposite. 
ets are you going to do about the 5S. 
a bushel? 

Mr. HUGHES.—The honorable mem- 
on must be patient. J turn towards 
_ honorable members opposite because that 
is the position in which I stand most 
easily ; if the honorable member prefers 
that I should talk to him, let him go 
over there. ; 


- Mr. McWit1u1ams.—Talk of your own 
ee and leave this party alone! ~ 


Mr. HUGHES.—I pay the honorable ' 
gentleman the greatest compliment I can, 


and he ought not to take exception to it. 
_ Honorable members opposite now pose as 
the farmers’ friends. There is an elec- 
tion on to-day in. Victoria; but when 
there is no election, where are they? Is 
the farmer entitled es the world’s s parity, 

_ according to their masters, or, indeed, 
according to honorable members them- 
__ selves, who repeat their masters’ words? 


~ According to them, most sain gh he 


7s not. 


T now come to statements made by 
those who are placed. in control of the 
- destinies of honorable members opposite, 
and I shall quote some early ones, and 
Nay others but a few days old. First, ‘there 
is Mr. Bennett, a very excellent man, 
with whom it has been my good fortune 
to ‘work in days gone by. Mr. Bennett, 


oy 
vide 



















cil at the time the statement was made 
in Febrvary, 1916, said— 


The Government siren reduce the price of 
f | local wheat. There is no reason why it should 
not be sold at 3s. 6d. or 3s. The farmers would 
Ly have to bearethis: sacrifice for the good of the 


eg; 





a resolution was moved— 





farmer literally passes all under: 


‘ 


the president. of the Aewads Hall Coun 


| auspices of the Airaliae Labour party, 


“to fix the price of whea 


That this meeting of citizens protest eatin ts on that wanted Hig “aia 


e ia ik the. Australian | Wheat Board. f 





at the world’s parity. 


metiber. of the Labour caaat 


He, in reply to a THES O HS: is 
ported — SY i 
He was not in favour of the world 
for wheat for local consumption in th 
There ‘should be a fair average price, 
and bad seasons. The farmer did n 
wheat or wool or any other primary | 
any more than the housewffe, the girl | 
loom, or the sailor on the sea. The 

belonged, not to the individual, hig 

people as a whole, — 


ing as the pee) of the farm 
tell us that the wheat does not bel 
the farmer—that the farmer mu: 
sacrifices, that they do not believe 
world’s parity, that this attempt 
the world’s parity is nothing more thé 
syndicalism by the farmer, and hey 
against it. Now we come ito the Li 
executive—those gentlemen — 
placed beyong the reach of 
whose very names we must not b 
and whose persons are sacrosanct 
say to this man and to that. man, 
this,’ and he does it, or is cast 
outer darkness. What do thes i 
say ? They, in a nO say— | 
That the price of wheat for local ( 
tion be based uponthe cost of pr 
The cost of production to be ascertai 
inquiry, which shall provide for tra 
wages and conditions to all labour, . 


the labour of farmers family, employe 
Nonag the crop, ies a drone P its 





executive. What ‘does ine mea 
are told that the farmer should b 
fou. his wheat es to the « O' 


still reap Mi oa 








of production for a fat year! 
The farmer 
) eke all the ee in produc- 
eat, and in the year that he 
uce it he is to get the cost of 
for that year, but nothing 
» year when drought, flood, pests, 
th er difficulties assail | him, and 
of a harvest. That is the 
rding to my honorable friends. 
is to decide the eae of produc- 
















































By fans Lask my 
friends opposite which of them 
submit a labour dispute in relation 





y. Yet they’ wish the farmers 
fhe price of wheat to be based 
mination of the cost of produc- 


E by a jury composed wholly of con- 


Sy and, for the greater. part, of 
ners in the cities. 
‘Tupor.—That is incorrect. Such 


was never proposed. 
HUGHES. —My authority is the 


ae 


re Argus .of the 19th instant. 
Hue ope —There is no _ statement 


M4 y consumers only. 

[UGHES.—I admit that; but 
orable members in power they, 
; their executive, would see that 
“right ” men were appointed. 
upoR.—That would be doing 
1 have done in regard to every 
oo ve td eh ce re- 





“of the Lala eine. nas I 
it works. “When it is a case 
a dispute, what do they say to 
ing me to 2 a a chairman ? 

















AKER. Auk hash He ee 
ot to shout out interjections. 
a that the Prime Minister 





“d by him, and, Pe tote: can- 
led to, and in any case are 
nd should sate mee replied to. 


industry to the employers of 


py Sioa should 


pote thirty-one moins Renae now h 









Mr. HUGHES.—I can sit silent wie 
others are saying unpleasant things o 
me. The storm that I have raised indi 
cates that I am getting well within the 
joints of my friends’ armour, The ha 
bour party proposes that the price of 
wheat shall be determined by the cost of 
production, and I ask the farmers to note 
that these gentlemen do not make a 
similar proposition regarding themselves. — 
When asked to accept payment in accord- ee 
ance with what they.produce they will — 
not do so. They say, ‘‘ We are entitled — 
to*so much. This is. the world’s rate, 
and we shall not be satisfied with Jessy 
and shall hardly be satisfied with that.’” 
I do not blame them, but I point out the 
inconsistency. The farmer should be 
treated like other men. He risks the 
vagaries and certainties of Nature, . 
and has a Hoht % the full benefits of the 
market. It is he who suffers if the mar-~ 
ket falls. The honorable member | anes 
Yarra (Mr. Tudor) spoke of what New _ 
South Wales and Queensland are going 
to.do for the farmer. I cannot say what 
New South Wales will do, though I have 
no doubt it’ will do its utmost to honour 
its guarantee; but let us-turn to Queens- 
land, where the farmers are to be given 
3s. more than the Federal guarantee. — 
Members of the Labour party are the 
farmers’ friends. They have brought for- 
ward this motion because their hearts are 
torn with pity for the farmers. How has _ 
the farmer been treated by Labour in> 
Queensland ? There is a suspicious — 
silence on the-benches opposite regarding 
the result cf the recent Guscnslind, elu 
tion. The Labour party has got back in 
Queensland, but there is a majority of 
the electors against them. i 


Mr. Tupvor.—Their poison is not 
nearly so bad as your Senate representa~ 
tion. 


Mas fit HUGHES. —It is a million. ee 
worse. j 
in our favour. ity 
against them. What greater difference 
can there Be than that? The less the hone 





































































better. When the honorable member and : 
I were together, we had a following of 








as a ee of one there ae Gicae. st 


: land, in 1915, there was a severe drought, 


and ‘only a small quantity of wheat was - 


grown there. Three cargoes of wheat were 
imported from the Argentine, at a landed 
-eost of 8s. 6d., and the drought-stricken 


farmers naturally expected to receive that 


price for what wheat they had. But the 
Government fixed two prices for flour. 


Flour made from the imported Argentine 


‘wheat was priced at, second class, 
£29. 10s.. per ton, which. was the 
equivalent of 8s. 6d. per bushel- for 


the wheat, and flour made from Queens-. 


| land-erown wheat was priced at £9 10s. 
per ton, the equivalent of 3s, 6d. per 
“bushel for wheat. Then a proclama- 
tion was issued prohibiting millers from 
gristing the farmers’ wheat, to compel 
people to eat the flour made from the im- 
ported wheat. When the farmers sold their 
wheat to their own co-operative mill, the 
_ Prices Commissioner ordered the directors 
to send. part of their wheat to a proprie- 
tary mill in Brisbane. They refused, and 
the following telegram was sent (Queens- 
land Hansard, vol. CXX., p. 205) :— 
On understanding that your company will 
send down all wheat required by Government, 
and that 6,000 bags will be consigned at. once, 


/ compulsory acquisition will not be resorted to 
at present. 


When we were small we esa, to hear the 


_ story, full of moral instruction, of the 
. spider’ and the fly. The Labour party 
now says to the farmer, “Come into my 
if parlour.” I havé just shown what hap- 
pened to ove of the flies that went into 
_ that parlour. Honorable gentlemen say 
_ that the majority of the representatives 


of wheat-growing electorates in New 


/Seuth Wales are in their party, 
. but how many farming electorates 
have returned Labour members to the 
new Queensland Parliament? ‘The fact 


is that Labour men have set their face 
They do. 


resolutely against the farmer. 
not appreciate. this fundamental fact, 
_ that even if the farmer were making a 


larger profit than the man in the town, 


" it would be to the interest of the Com- 


 monwealth to let him do so, because it 1 


is vital to its welfare that population 


should spread from the towns to the 


country. They do not understand that, 
and are appealing to. and stimulating 


the movement of the people from the 


' country, which is the source of all wealth, 
be 3 ene towns aad cities, ie hue on ‘the 





we ought to pay the awhole of 


‘is devoting the whole of its energi 


I think I am entitled to say 


. Government, which, fortunately - rf 


that tonnage at the Nee of he Vh 
Board, | 


i that i is available. 































3,500,000 tons of eee to expor 
year. I hope that that may be s 
those figures the Government 
with a financial obligation of 
£30,000,000 and £40,000,000. — 


on delivery of the wheat. 7 
who are responsible for the. t 


have not suggested how mone 
be raised to pay for the w 
mediately. It is impossible to 
abroad, as they know; but 


they will say is, “ You must 
money straight away.’’ I wish te 
very definitely the aye of 1 
vernment. 


atts ° staclutely His ety 
pledges given at the last election, 
vernment was placed in an awkwa: 
tion; but it has shown its bona 
becoming a member of’the Wheat Boi 
The first problem for the Wheat Br 
to solve is the disposal of the exp 
surplus of wheat and flour, and to 


though I am not at liberty to state 
it, has already done in the way o 


Wheat Board has already. sold a Gi 
able quantity of wheat at a reaga 
rate. It is endeavouring’to dispose ¢ 
much as possible. I speak, not o 
quantities but of large quantities 
ing millions of pounds, The key 4 
situation is obviously freight, Pe: 


country, have at their. disposal 
siderable quantity of tonnage, is pla 


‘the 
that 


assistance of 
the contract has been, 
have undertaken: to a the. fy 
Every day the Wheat Board is 
vouring to secure freight, the p 
which is still high, ranging from. 
to £7. We are kn all the f 










* ach for the, ee isiwole sur- 
pee of that subject I pass 
e observation that it is essen- 
ue to dispose of the wheat at 

rest possible moment at the 

‘possible price; freight is the key 

ation, and we are endeavouring 

Vv ih it in a business-like way. 

ne now to the question of wheat 

al consumption, which the Leader 

‘ en Goi) i aaheng men- 
as amounting to 25,000,000 

think that was an understate- 

the requirements; it is nearer 

‘bushels. On that matter I 

clare the policy of the Govern- 

which is quite distinct from the 
f honorable members opposite. 





























to interfere with ee getting that 
Nor shall we. I have convened 
of the Board, that is to say, 
remiers or Sanektare of Agri- 
2 and the representatives of the 
s, for Wednesday next to consider, 

other things, this very question 
for local consumption, and also 


r angement the ‘States which have | 


arantees are able to make for 
payment on delivery at railway 
nd, in order that the Common- 
vernment may know exactly 
and, and may be able to make 
statement to the farmers, so 
, too, may know where they 
convening a conference of | 
for the same day. When in 
recently with my colleague, the 
‘(Sir Joseph Cook), I had an 
6f discussing the matter with 
Ber ters, ira I rea to be in 





“As an pice, the 








is are iealay emall,” ss 





ine if Sy were the ue difficulty we stl 
deal with it without very much trouble. 
What we desire to ‘be able to do is to say 
to the farmer that we shall be able to give 

to him. so much on delivery at the siding, 
whenever that delivery takes place; 
whether it be December or any oth 
time is immaterial. The Government 
realize thoroughly how important it is. 
that we should make this payment as 























large as possible. We shall go to 
the full length that the finances 
of the country, assisted and backed — 





by the bankers, will permit us to go. — 
It would be of no use for me to an-. 
ticipate by making a statement as to what — 
I think the payment will be, because I 
propose to make a definite statement next 
week of what we shall do, at any ee as 
a minimum. atid 










That, then, is the Soe ed The 
Government is thoroughly alive to the 
situation. We have taken every step that 
circumstances have called for in order to. 
enable the farmers to market their wheat x 
promptly in foreign countries; we are. 
taking every step in order to get the sy, 
‘basis of a price for local consumption. — ne ne 
Honorable members must understand that. ret 
this is a business, not for the Commun oes 
wealth, but for the States who own the 
wheat. The Commonwealth is pledged 
to do nothing whatever to prevent th the. 
farmer getting the world’s parity for his — 
wheat, in or out of Australia; but the 
States, 3 in effect, own the wheat, and they 
will fix a price for lecal consumption, pos-_ 
sibly, next week. When they do, the situa- 
tion will be materially cleared, for the 
farmers will know exactly where they are, 
and when I am in a position to state 
exactly what we shall be able to to ae in 
we are taking all the necessary steps to — 
enable me to make that declaration—the 
House will be able to deal with a conerete 
situation. In the meantime I have only 
to add that the Government, who repre-— 
sent every interest in Australia, and who 
are supported by twenty-one ‘honorable 
members who represent wheat-growing 
electorates, are keenly alive to the situa, 
tion. We shall do everything in our 
power to assist the farmer by securin 
freight, by advances, and by every other 
means at our disposal. We shall not 
seek, as. honorable members opposite do, 
to differentiate ‘between the onieee oak 
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: Wiitieve and Tam 
yon believe it. 


oat 
+5800 


“every. Soler rodaeen en in the eountey, pay- 
ing him on the basis of the cost of pro- 


duction, then a minimum return irre-- 


- spective of the amount produced, but 
Shall give him the benefit of the world’s 
price, to which he is entitled. There I 
leave the situation. The honorable mem- 
ber for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) need not have 


fe Pe olinized for having made only three 
Cake of censure. 
that he has afforded the House an oppor- 


T feel rather pleased 


tunity of discussing a matter of such great 
_ importance. That the House will treat 
the motion as one of censure 1 do not 
ure the mover does not 
This was intended as an elec- 
_ tioneering move; it is twenty-four hours 


la te, for the issue of the elections will have’ 


Ne decided long before this debate can 
Oh published. The fact that the hor norable 
members who stand for the farmers in 


He an belong to a party which in Vic- 
 \eias is able to amass 


only sufficient 
_ energy and courage to nominate twenty- 
five or de nee candidates for a 
House of ixty-five members speaks 
for itself. a leave the issue to 
the House. I thank the honorable 
member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) for 


ae ee afforded me an opportunity to tell 
honorable members, and through them, the 
- farmers, that the Government are taking 
| oe which will enable them to 


make a 
definite statement next week in regard, I 
hope, to the price of wheat for local con- 
' sumption, but, certainly, as to the date 


4 ae the La of the advance. 


rf 



















Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) [3.50].—I 
hav: listened with a great deal of. 
interest to the wordy warfare _ be- 
tween the «two other parties in the 
“House. as to’ which is the better 





tnd or greater enemy of the~ farmer. 
peal “have rs much interest in the claims 


of either side, but I am concerned in the 
question of the payment of the advance. 
The Prime Minister has declared that he 
| did not say that he would give the 5s. 
guarantee in cash in the one payment. 
Al am not going to debate the question of 


what he actually said; nor ‘will I attempt 
_ to declare what he really meant. 
‘can say, in the plainest possible manner, 
eae Me ei iatia not more—of the 


But I 


pledge to mean cash upon. de- 
ie ts the sede station. All ae Prime 


ayetuatia gestures, 101 er 
that nine-tenths of tl e rheat 


vis faa “that tens 


-in which the 


that? If the Prime Minister 
































































Wimmera, and, I believe, of the 
Victoria, ineurnene ‘obligations, 
crop, and—owing to failure of © 
vious year’s crop, as the result | 
they were unable to meet man of 
bills—renewed their bills until aft 
harvest, and made all their cal 
in the belief that they. would 1 
5s. cash advance. It is quite ¢ 
ei pan, how they arrived at 






That was prior ta last a | 
guarantees was already promised fo 
harvest ; and the Prime Minister 
effect, ‘‘ We will not only give yo 
vance of 5s. oe rave) stations » for his 


to the calif sne haswedt: i “What 
result or the ce last 


crop. 

Mr. STEWART. —I am nob 
hareest “that is Houiite the question 
point is, ape did the farmers 


of wheat-growers throught 
should have oy 


he did not intend. But. ae 


statement which is so ambiguo 
farmers all over Australia interpre 
one direction—-even though in a dir 
in which he had not intended ib to. be 


And, if through that fault py 
have incurred expenses and have 1 
financial obligations, it is the du 
Prime Minister to confess—whic a 


up his promise in such a fashio: 

becomes his task to endeavour 

good. 
Mr. 





Rouen tne 2 Prime 






bis promise to give ae ‘5s. ti | 
near aense he Banca 









Rie 2) fata — 





fie falcon of Oicerth inn but 
fic subject of the 5s. advance. 
ed of the elections in Queensland, 
‘those being held in Victoria to- 
e referred to the vast history of 
ur party, and to its proposals 
‘e. All those things are not 
I want to know what the 
‘Minister is going-to do about his 
e and his pledge. Having spoken 
fan hour, the right honorable 
7 ‘sat down; and I am as wise 


eee - STEWART. —As wise as ever 
peaeae what this payment is going to 
3 and when it is to be made. I do not 
how what the farmers are going to get. 
02s , any honorable member? 
Mr. Roperrs.—Would the honorable 
ember care to be bound by anything the 
rime “Minister might say to-day, before 
e had consulted the Wheat Board? 
Mr-STEWART—If I were to ask 
onorable members behind :the Govern- 
ment why the Prime Minister gave his 
edge, they would say that it was in 
“d er to encourage inereased production, 
ad was due to the fact that the Govern- 
ent realized the urgent necessity for our 
ne putting greater areas under wheat. But 
I P ledge was not made with that object. 
it had been, and had its author known 
a little more about agricultural operations 
than, the Prime Minister has admitted 
! aa Imows, the promise would have 
made at the right season. _ Wheat- 
ing in Victoria is conducted almost 
ly on fallowed land. The making 
“promise with a view to -encourag- 


tr. "Ae that Se grees ee She Prins 
inister and the Govirmmant were silent. 
ey offered no incentive to farmers to 
erease production. They were not then 
the hustings and after the farmers’ 








of Censure. 








no Siiah, for it so aie that. the 
guarantee covered two harvests. 
4s 


Mr. STEWART.—The promise wae): 
made primarily to influence the votes’ 
of the farmers. It was made in an effort 
to persuade farmers that a certain other — 
party could look after their interests 
better than their own Country party. 
And the unfortunate fact is that, on the 
assumption that they would be getting 
from the Government a cash advance of 
5s., many farmers voted for other than 
Country party candidates. Why did not — 
the Government make this declaration at 
the right: time, and before they went out 
on the hustings? ( 

I only wish to add an expression of | 
sincere hope that, in drafting the’scheme 
for the new Pool, the policy of making ~ 
scrip negotiable will be reversed. The an 
gambling which has occurred since the | 
inception of the pooling system is a 
seandal. fe 

Mr. Ryewarp Fosrer.— That is a 
matter which the farmers themselves 
should decide. 1 Sena 

Mr. STEWART.—It is a question © Gta 
upon which the farmers are almost 
unanimous. ‘The effect of making wheat 











































scrip negotiable was that the wealthy 


farmer could sell or retain his scrip, ac- 
cording to his best interests, as he saw 
them; while the unfortunate, struggling 
settler was squeezed all the time. That 
section of the wheat-growers which the : 
Government should have endeavoured to” 
protect comprised the very people who 
were plundered every time and all the — 
time. It was an ugly fact that all ou 
rises and ‘falls in scrip quotations were” 
known to the speculators long before thes 
information was made available to ’ the 
man who had grown the wheat. He was 
the last to learn the trend of the wheat 
scrip market.. - ch 
I believe that the overwhelming majo. ee 
rity. of wheat-growers im Australia — 
honestly expected a cash guarantee of 5s. a ; 
per bushel at railway sidings. They are 
expecting cash now, and it is imperative. 


‘to many thousands that they shall hav 


eash. If they do not get cash, I do ee 

know what they will do. If the Govern- ye hy 
ment would only do the fair thing by the. 
wheat-grower, they would say, “We didi. 
not mean the Prime Minister’ S pledge to ay 


























‘ ee vee 

he hes as Jit was s taken: but, seeing that? 
it was so taken, and. that, thereupon, the 
_ farmers incurred obligations and put in 
crop in the light of their interpretation of — 
the pledge, we shall do something now in 
order to give you cash.’’ Lastly, I am 
confident that if the financial institutions 
of this country really wished to find the 
money to allow the Government to fulfil 
the ‘pledge of the Prime Minister, the 
necessary sum could be quickly obtained. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
> {4 2|.—The rebuke of the Prime Minister, 
by the honorable member for Wimmera 
| (Mr. Stewart) is well merited. The 
Prime Minister has treated us this after- 
noon to one of his characteristic flights. 
We are well accustomed to them He 
_ played to the gallery, and tickled the ears 
of his supporters by ‘his well-known 
methods; but the very thing which this 
‘country ‘wants to learn was the _ very 
_ thing which he studiously avoided men- 
tioning. He gave not one indication of 
where the Government stands with . re- 
spect to the fulfilment of his»pledge. I 

took careful note of what he said, in 
order to try to find something definite. 
He said that a conference would take 
place in a week’s time, when he would be 
_ going into this matter. That was men 
tioned in order to play up to the so- galled 
ae party, so that he might be sure 
of their votes to tide him over ‘his pre- 
sent difficulties. He held up a prospect 
which depended upon something that is 
to take place next week. He added, 
“We hope then to be in a position to be 
able to say how much we can give of this 
Bs. guarantee. _We want to be in a posi- 
_ tion to be able to say that we will give. 
so much at railway sidings.’’. I have 
stated for many weeks past, when speak- 
ing at meetings of primary producers in 
my electorate, that the pledge of the 
Prime Minister has already been broken. 
“I interpreted that pledge as did thé hon- 
Pee member for Wimmera, and he 
em not. exaggerate when he says that 
-nine-tenths of the farmers interpreted it 
to mean the payment of 5s. ca8h at rail- 
i ney sidings. 


Mr. Brennan.—What else could 
: possibly have meant ? 





it 


_ Mr, Srewarr.—The farmers got it last 
year, and, naturally, they took it for 
_ granted that the same ony apply this 
‘year; : 
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in this House, ihe EG Baier Bh ] 
on the part of ibe Goveriiment had. alrBe 

been repudiated. Only last Se . Ly 
when I made the statement, a mel 0 
what is known as the Progressiv Pp rt 


in’ N ew South Wales, said that - 


we had had me Me a Hetnite ‘sta 
by the, oe Mine which 


IT am “sorry, 
the difficulties of fhousands | 
mary producers who have orien | 
properties in order to put a larger a 
under cultivation than they woul 
dene but for this promise. The 
this action in the belief that the p 
made at the last general election 
the Government would make a pa 


ia cash of 5s. per bushel at r 
sidings—— \ 





Mr. Corser.—There was no prom 
u cash payment. The honorable m 
13 ae interpreting the Aaa, 


by nine- “tenths of the a ee pr 
of Australia. If there be any dou 
to the way in which the promise was 
strued by the primary producers, I 
dismiss it at once by producing a ° 
budget of resolutions carried by ma 
the organizations of primary pre ¢ 
in New South Wales, urging that t 
payment of 5s. per bushel shoul 
ave 


Wide Bay (Mr. Coats who. te ts 
that my interpretation of the Prime M fin 
ister’s pledge is wrong. The first 

these was recently carried at a r 
of primary producers held at. 
aud the secretary of the local b 


the pene and Settlers Ass 







their definite guarantee of. 5s. per 
cash payment on delivery at railway 


ae on . previous occasion, ae 
pr ressed a doubt as to whether the primary 
lucers of Australia interpreted the 
dge given by the Prime Minister as 
interp! j Since then, practically 


The Leader of the 
ee eae quoted a resolu- 
tion. pa assed at Manilla, New South Wales, 
need not repeat, but in hich 
also a request that the guarantee 

. cash payment at railway anes: be 
Bee A meeting of farmers which was 
| soekhart—which i is in the western 
of my electorate, and is bordering on 
rina—was attended by primary 
trom the Riverina, as well as 


that the amount be ma, 


me of these resolutions shows most 
that the interpretation which the 
ary producers placed on the pledge 
at the payment was to be made in 
ay at railway sidings. 


‘that the Government were g0- 
Teak their promise. When A was 


ise, I said, “It was a guarantee 
on delivery at railway sidings.” 
nt Minister for Repatriation 


Pane 


wll then ‘inten aged, “ Not on 





his Teadee: who has orion one Pe 
to-day, in effect, that it was a mere elec- 
tion promise designed to catch votes. 
Prime Minister called on the people to. 
“Produce! Produce! Produce 
an incentive to increased naanehion! he ¢ 
said, “ You shall get this payment of 5s.” — 

Mr. Rovaers.—Will the honorable mem- ; 
ber tell me whether the arrangements torn 
the payment of the New South Wales 
cto tie of 2s.,6d. per bushel are com- a 
plete ? 2 ‘ iY 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY, — The . 
promise made by the New South Wales 
Government was that a payment of 
2s. 6d. per bushel on delivery at railway . 
sidings would be made, and I believe that : 
promise will be kept. re 

Mr. Lazzartn1.—The New South Wales? 
Government has not yet failed to eh 
any of its promises. 

‘Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —As the ! 
honorable member for Werriwa interjects, c oe 
the New South Wales Labour Govern- a 
ment has never yet made a public promise — 
that it is unable or unwilling to. carry 
out. 

. Mr. Roperrs.—The honorable member 
knows perfectly well that the New South — 
Wales Government has yet to make its a 
financial arrangements. ) 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. owe are” 
not concerned about that; I prefer to 
allow the New South Wales Government 
to make its own arrangement:. But, if 
there is one thing more tha another to 
be said in favour of a Labour Govern-_ 
ment, it is that it always endeavours to 
redeem its promises, and I am prepared 
to believe that the New South Wales Go- 
vernment will redeem. its pledge. It has Wes 
not yet broken it, but in view of the 
Prime Minister’s statement to- day, the 
fact that the Commonwealth Government — 
does not intend to honour its pledge can) 
no longer be camouflaged. At many 
meetings we have been told by supporters 
of the Government that we should nob 
condemn it until it has definitely broken 
its pledge in this regard. When the ~ 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. baa) 
gave notice of his intention to submit this — 
notion censuring the Government for its — 
failure to make provision for a cash pay- — 
ment of 5s. per bushel, the honorable 
member for Wilmot (Mr. Atkinson) said 
‘‘ Wait till the Government has faile: 
before you censure ae Wee need bh 


















































































no A iaawer 
finitely said to-day that a meeting is ic 
be held in a week or two, after which 
the Government hopes to be able to say 


how much per bushel it can pay th2- 
No longer. 


farmer, in January next. 
need the man on the land he deceived. 
_ Here we have a definite statement on the 
part of the Prime Minister that the 
_ promise has. been broken. In order to 
cover up the shame of it, the right honor- 
‘able gentleman quoted speeches made by 
Labour candidates five years ago, and also 
: made quotations from Labour manifes- 


toes. What was his object in delving into 


ancient history? Clearly he did so with 


-a desire to cover ‘up the shortcomings of 


- " his own Government. 
Mr. Grsson.—The Leader of the Op- 
. DP caitins (Mr. Tudor) was the first to 
_ quote from the Labour party’s manifesto. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY, — That 
-may be. We said that we would give 
5s. per bushel at railway sidings, and we 


believed at the time, as the farmers did, - 


ate that meant a cash payment of 5s. 
per bushel on delivery at railway sidings. 
If we were in office to-day; we would 
honour that pledge, but because the Go- 


“ -vernment does not intend to honour its 


promise the Prime Minister has intro- 


duced a mass of irrelevant matter with 
the object of clouding the issue. That was 


his reason for indulging in a long dis- 
_sertation on the records of Labour candi- 
_ dates, all of which had nothing whatever 
to do with the subject under discussion. 
i _ Mr. Ryan.—And all of which he mis- 
represented. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Yes; pur 
that is characteristic of the Prime Min- 
ister. He twisted the Labour party’s 
manifesto, put his own construction on 
it, and then having misrepresented it in 
every shape and form, said in effect to 
the House, ‘‘ Do not put me out of office, 
<L anaa if you do, you will put into 
power a party that stands for something 
~ like this.’’ 
Mr. Ropert Coox.—Do not forget that 
he was a member of the Labour party 
mot so long ago. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 


Aa . 
















—— > And 


y 


Dae book entitled, Thee ise ae Labour, 
from which, 
“Prime Minister’ s example of introducing 
extraneous matter, we might quote at 


mee eter, in _ order to contradich: Mrerasenaa 


The een Minister, has nda 


I have never tried to misreprese. 


if we were to follow the 




































every SVS a Rha made 
‘ran away from his life-long (pr 
That, however, is” Pinel sa: 


cer extent than has any othe qu 
tion which has~been raised for me 
years. The payment of the guara nt i 
cash is almost a life-and-death mat 
far as they are concerned. 
them are carrying heavy mortg 
will be ruined unless the Gov 
give the 5s. per bushel, as i fir 
ment at fulguie! sidings. . 


‘every man in the House, * hothes ‘ 
behind the Government, in the Corne: 
on the Opposition side; the 
anxiously awaiting the votes ge tha 
claim to represent the producing G 
nities, including that of the hor 
pean ber for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) 
far as L have met the farmers of 


ne list: 14 RE members. wh | 
present. rural constiicen 
with the Labour party, we can 
this payment of 5s. per bushel. 

Mr. Marurws.—How about ‘ha 
farmer, Mr. Jowett? =» | 

Mr. PARKER MOLON EY. 
honorable member for Gra: 
Jowett) may be able, by his vote 
occasion, to atone for not voting 
day diet) on his own censure motion 

Mr. Jowrrr.—The honorable - 
knows that: I was not here on Frid: 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 
‘honorable member should have bee 


a 


honorable member in any way. 
Mr. Jownrr.—That ig so. 
Mr. PARKER MOLON EY. 


honorable member may have his owx 
planation of his absence. I is 
exaggerating when I say that to t 
oy pelea this ig @ epee 9: 


last spoke on this ne at a y 
of primary producers, I was to 
visitor to that assembly . that, 
pane 


Ceniere, party ok be 





Motion Ri eae [21 Ocromze, 1920.) , of Cite yey 


sted together, ae ote ta ae that the ah honorable gentleman idles 
il] have a majority of one. That he was in the same happy. position as the 
, because the combination would Leader of the Queensland Government, - 
equal vote; and, under such con- with a majority of five or six. However, - 
no self-respecting Government I have been led off the track of my re- 
continue in office, but must take marks. Im the past, under the Govern- a 
vote as an indication that the people ment which the Prime Minister leads, the — 
country require the Bendigo pledge farmers have never had the benefit of the , 

n effect to. I do not presume to dic- market; on the contrary, the market hag eo 
¢to any honorable member how he been exploited by the rings and middle- 
‘ote—that is a matter between him- men who support the right honorable 
id his constituents—but I repeat gentleman, and it is they who have had — 
Ye division list on the present ocea- the benefit. It would be a new experi- 
ill be watched as no division has ence for the farmer, if the Labour plat- 
ateched before; and it’ will be for form were put into operation, to find him- | 
i _ those » who claim te represent farming self recelving the profits which hitherto i” 
isons “constituencids to account for their action have gone into the coffers of those who 
umes they do not “ring true.” stand in between the producers and the 

i do not wish to deal with the irrele- consumers. The John Darlings and the 
nt matters dealt with by the Prime rest of them who have been accustomed 
imister;*but. I must say that the right to “farm the farmers,” and who support 
norable gentleman misrepresented the honorable\ gentlemen opposite, would, 
anifesto of the Labour party, and, put- under our policy, be deprived of the huge | 
ng his own construction on it, ny that, dividends which have hitherto gone to — 
nder our policy, there would be no them, for these dividends would be _ 
hamee of the primary producer getting diverted to. those who have the teal right / 
he full benefit of the market. How he | to them. ye 
rrived at that conclusion I do not know, Mr. Gisson.—You talk of the profits 
ecause, as a matter of fact, our policy for some years: what would you do in a 
ould, for the first time in the history year of drought? 
the country, give him the full benefit. Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—In the 
Roperrs.—The Prime Minister case of a glutted market, when we re- 
as aici, drawing on the Queensland turn to normal conditions, with prices at 
lustration he gave. _ their pre-war state, it is quite possible 

Mr. ia ARKER MOLONEY.—I heard that the world’s parity, although that 
the Prime Minister speak about Queens- question is not now before us, might not 
land, and I venture to say that he would give the primary producer ’ enough to 
like to have behind him such a majority cover the cost of production, - 

; is behind the Queensland Labour Go- Mr. Seach whan, would you do- 
“vernment, instead of being compelled to then! 4 
hang on by the skin of hig teeth with a Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. ee 


do ul majority, one which, i lat pha old camditions, Hie. ET inery, VES tae 
1bit. jority, us? Sema have to take an..aioun, Avaaee 


would not cover the cost of production, 
but, under our scheme, we would see that — 
he cot the full product of his labour— 
got enough to cover the cost of produc- — 
Ny tion, and, in addition, a good profit — 
_ that the Ministry here has a very reliable on the sale of products for “home con- 


 taajority. eae | 
ption. The Prime Minister -endea- Ys 
Mr, PARKER MOLONEY. — That soured to camouflage the position in re-— 


ee "remains to be seen, as far as this motion gard to our policy as it affects wheat sales ; 
. is concerned. No Government can but, by means of instrumentalities such. vid 
©) be safe without a direct majority ; and as the High Commissioner’s office, the 
_ there never was a Government in any Agents-General offices for the States, and — 
country dependent on ‘such a slender our own line of shipping, we would. see 
majority as that behind the Prime that the primary producer got the highest a | 
aster rey _I- have no doubt price the world’s markets could afford, ' | 
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- does not exist. Yet this is tie nani who 
<i has the temerity to come into the House 
and talk about Government majorities. 

- Mr. Srewarr—tI have heard several 
honorable members opposite complain. 
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he day’ we were. ‘anxious to have one — 


: Pcckien regarding © the 5s. cash pay- 
ment cleared up, and, beyond that, it 


* was unnecessary for the Prime Minister, 


as ib is unnecessary for me, to go. All 
we desired was a definite statement from 
the Prime Minister as to whether or not 
he proposed to redeem the pledge he gave 
at Bendigo. For weeks past this ques- 
tion has been covered up, but to-day we 
- have had a definite statement from the 

right honorable gentleman that he does 

not intend to honour that pledge. As I 
have said, at least seven-tenths of the 
- primary producers will be sorely disap- 
_ pointed when they. read his speech. 


“Mr. HILL (Echuca) [4.31].—I am de- 
lighted to know that the primary pro- 
_ ducer has so many friends in the House, 
that he has friends on the Nationalist 
side, on the Labour side, and amongst 
the Country party. I am particularly 
pleased to know that there are men on 
the Labour side who are sympathetic 
with the primary producer. A number 
have been elected to the Opposition side 
by country districts, and I believe that 
| those members not only see as we on this 
side see, but that they are prepared to 
ty influence their colleagues in giving to the 


primary producer a much fairer deal. 


than he has ever had in the past. But 

ft am not in agreement with the motion, 
as might be gathered from what I said 
im the House a week or so ago. The 
_ whole position hinges on the ‘guarantee 
' given by the Prime Minister. As I said 
- then, I say again—and the farmers with 
whom I have come in contact almost 
unanimously agree with me—that, in my 

_ opinion, the guarantee was a specific pro- 
_ mise made by the Prime Minister to pay 
_ 5s. per bushel at country stations. It 
has been. stressed by various speakers 


that, because it was a guarantee 
of 5s. at country stations, it meant 
7708. as a. first (payment, cash at 
country stations. Those who have 
followed the operations of the  vari- 
Ah _ ous Pools know that, on various occa- 


_ sions, guarantees have been given, such 
as ‘‘free on board,’’ or of so much at 
country railway sidings. The farmer 
knows that for the 1918-19 Pool, there 
‘was a guarantee of 5s. at country 
stations, and I believe that that would 
not have been paid as a first payment 
had it not been for the fact spo we had 
a ae when harvest. 









een with a view to securing 


Board are very much disturbed in 


V oun ‘ 
roe) { 







































Me ‘Sewanee os the h 
member not mean the 1919-20 seas 
Mr. HILL. — I mean t 
season, that 1s, 1919-20. If 
had a normal harvest, it 
probable ' that many farmers | 
have been weaned away from the « 
that that 5s. guarantee meant a 
payment ; 
coming to the rescue of the farmers} by 
paying 5s, last season, many farnte 
naturally thought they were going 
5s. as a first payment on this occasib: 
Had they only read the Prime Min 
statement aright, they would ha 
it was simply a guarantee to 
country stations a net price Of ok 
was not a f.o.b. price, but a net p 
to be paid on delivery at country static 
I think I have stressed before the 1 impr : 
ticability of providing this huge a 
of money in cash as a first mer , 
an estimated yield of about 140 ,000,( O 0 
bushels, it would mean an expendit 
something like £35,000,000. I « 
claim the Prime Minister as a frienc 
it could not be said that I hold a bri 
him; but I believe that he is as w 
as we are that the 5s. shall be paid i 
It is asked, why does he not pay it! 
reply is that he has not the money. 
my opinion, it 1s going to be a hard ep 
ter to act the money. The a wy 


farmer at the earliest date the | 


large sale Wass on progress, ands 
several others were pending; we 
too, from conferences with the 
Minister in connexion with the 
Board, that he was desirous that 
sales should be effected before makin 
announcement. While one sale has 
made, several others which were pen 
have, unfortunately, not been complete 
and the Prime Minister and the W 


to the provision of an adequate ad 
as a first payment to the farmers. 


According to the Age, the hon 
member for Hume (Mr. Parker Mol 


speaking at Pleasant Hill, recently 


The Country party in the Federal P: 
ment was largely responsible for the e 
difficulty in regard to the payment o 
Federal guarantee of 5s. per bushel for 
Hansard could prove that a division took. 
in the House os bie cet ea in 
































te parig had stuck to the Labour 
-eash payment would have been 
He thought it only just that payment 
be made in cash, and he would assist 
vl try party, if ee ay to have & 


a7 


‘to the Labour party payment in 
would have been made. We would 
been most happy to Imsist on pays 


tel ent. that if the let party had 


as money available for it. Were I ce 
ied now that the Prime Minister could 
his hand on the money required, I 
a. be one of the fan: to vote for the 


s om f 
’ Mr. HILL.—I differ Poe the honor- 
ible member regarding the interpretation 
the pledge, and I differ also from the 
norable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
The latter reads 
promise of a 
“ narantee for the 1920-21 harvest as the 
promise of a cash payment on delivery of 
1e whee | The far- 
rs in the Wimmera may reason that 
y, too; but many farmers in Echuca 


ries 
. aS ee concerning . 


osition, see matters as I do. The honor- 
ble member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) said 


ly. Sy that 
i. Tit awe satisfied 
my conscience, | do not trouble about 

What others may say or think. The hon- 
able. gentleman spoke of a pamphlet 
"issued by the Nationalist party, in which 
_ the farmer was depicted as smoking a 
_ Gigar and driving a motor; but there are 
many farmers in the northern parts of 
x Victoria who to-day are not in that 
RY position. Indeed, a very large percentage 
oe the Victorian wheat-growers are very 
- badly off. The members of the Country 
| party wish to do the best they can for the 
‘man on the land, and intend to press the 
Prime Minister t0 make the wheat pay- 





“pu icone 1920.) 


d elsewhere with whom I have con- 


of Censure. 


think, that the man on the land ig having 


a good time. The honorable member for — 
Yarra spoke of farmers who died leonnae 
large sums of money. JI have heard — 
others say that an old cocky ” 
dies without having at least four figures — 
to his eredit; but there are persons liv- 
ing in the cities who would not 
through what the man on the land goes 
through for forty figures after their. 
names. I was brought up on the land as a 
boy, and know something of the hardships 
of the pioneers, who went out into the 
backblocks and into the green timber to 
make homes for themselves. They, their 
wives, and their children formed little eo- 
operative groups which endured the hard- 
ships and miseries inseparable from out- 
back country life, and worked hard 
throughout their lives. When they sue- 
ceeded in getting together a little money, 
it was often’ not more than some persons in 
the cities amass within a few weeks. 
Prime Minister next week is to meet the 
heads of the various banking institutions, 
the Australian Wheat Board, and others, 
after which he proposes to make a state- 
ment regarding the wheat payment; and 
I believe that he will then say that, at 
least, 3s. or more will be paid in eash. 
That in itself would mean an outlay of 
£21,000,000, which is a very large sum 
to raise. IT hope that we shall have a 
cash payment of 8s., and that the Go- 
vernment will make provision for the 
issue of bonds or certificates, which the 
farmer can cash, so as to bring his first 
payment up to 5s. I think that there is 
a chance of that being done, and if it- 
be done, the motion will have accom: 
plished some good. 


<3 


Mr. Ryan.—How do you suggest that 


the farmers will be able to cash the bonds 
for 5s. 
the money ? 


Mr. HILUL.—The 
honoured by the banks. 


‘Mr. Rran.—Then the banks must have 


bonds will 


the money. 

Mr. HILL.—The statement has SE 
made that Queensland is giving a — 
guarantee of 8s. per bushel . to. her. 
farmers. NY 


Mr. Tupor.—Queensland is giving 35. 


mised by the Federal Government. 


¢ 
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never € : 


PALEY 


He 


The fe 


if the Government cannot get 


be 


‘per bushel, in addition to the 5s. pro-) . i 
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grow enough wheat for her own require- 
ments, and, therefore, is desirous of in- 
ducing her people to grow more wheat. I 
believe that a larger area has been placed 
under wheat in consequence of this offer. 
There was, however, no need for such an 
ie Deen in Victoria. Some honorable mem~-_ 
bers opposite have spoken of the cost 
OF production. In an article which ap- 
- peared in the Argus of the 19th Octo- 
ber there is a statement which is very 
misleading. It is this— 


' When the Pool for the coming season’s wheat 
was mooted, the Victorian repr esentatives urged 
that some equitable arrangement should “be 
made, but this has not been done. It is ex- 
pected that the overseas parity next year will 


be at least lls. or 12s. a bushel. It is prob- 








able that the local price will be raised a 


little above 7s. 8d., but it is likely to be still 
. substantially below the overseas Lwisiekel 
The fear of honorable members “oppo- 
os which has been expressed by the 
acon of the Labour party in the Vic- 
torian Parliament, that bread is likely 
to cost 1s. 6d. per 4 Ib. loaf, is quite with- 
out foundation. We are not looking for 
ae ee petinaniiy high prices for our 
wheat. In my opinion, the consumer of 
es has nothing to fear in the coming 
year. Ifthe loaf should be a penny dearer 
than at present, I shall be glad, because 
that will mean that the average price of 
wheat will be somewhere in the region of 
8s. 10d. per bushel. My opinion a’ a 
| farmer is that if the price of wheat 
t averages 9s. for the whole of next year, the 
reise will be quite satisfied, and the 
consumers will not be much hurt. Such 
a price will help some of the farmers who 
are in bad circumstances to recover some 


























last year or two of drought. 


Mr. Parxer Motonry.—What does the 
honorable member think would be the 
equivalent price of bread? : 


Mr, HILL.—With wheat at 7s. 8d. per 
“metropolitan area. An increase of 14d. 
yer bushel in the price of wheat would 
advance the 4-Ib. loaf to 1s. 

Mr. Lisrer.—Bread is bd. 
oaf in Geelong. . 
Mr: Tupor.—I was referring to the 
metropolitan area, and it is the price 
here that the honorable member Per ie 
chuea i is erretng,, 


ATH; 


“per 


if ad 
DS cemnan yd Wiate GE 


of, Dindnetion® | a 


~ used it for seed ; but had I put it 
_4d. per bushel. 


arrives, if I have escaped fire and 
heir, I shall be an to tell ene 


ber escapes all ‘dkoud Tis? Amel 


‘of. the leeway they have made ‘junio the | 
we are able to pay that decent wa 
which I consider every country wot 


‘travelling class of men. 


mushel, the 4-lb. loaf is now iid. in the : 

























“average price of ‘wheat for the 
next year will not ae i: 9s. per 


‘Mr. HILL.—It wilt more a aay 
the cost of production this year, 
would not have covered the cost 0. 
duction last year. In Victoria last 
the cost of production was in the 
of 10s.-per bushel, although the wheat 
sold at 7s. 8d. T can truthfully say 1 
the wheat I grew cost me £1 per bush 


market, I would have made a lo 


Mr Froecg OW hee does the h 
able member aiiticipate his cost © 
duction will be this year? 

Mr. HILL.—W 


Me 
hen harvest — t 


“ take- all,” -septoria; wind, hail, 
smut, black, smut, caterpillars, locusts. 
and all the other ills to which w eat 


ene! 
Mr. 





Mr. HILE.—If I eseape all thos 
my labourers remain with me inst 
making a bee-line for the neares 
after the first week’s work— 

r. Buaxerzy.—All country w 
ao not make a bee-line for the 
hotel. 

Mr HILL. oR aan a of them; i: 


of ios do. We are not ales: ‘a pay | 
wages which would, attract the good 
of men into the country; but immedi 


entitled, we shall attract a decent ¢ 
worker. The trouble is with the o 
‘Mr. Tupvor.—Is there any enc 
ment for them to remain for — 
months, when only piiesiiee Bi. 
Offered 3 e 
Mr.. HILL. ae: believe Hers is ro 
scores of thousands of decent-minde 
at good wages, better peor sae be 
in the cities. 





oes 





































erring, not to the workers living 
country, but to the floating popu- 


HILL.—That is so. We are hope- 
iat in the years to come we shall 
‘such returns for all classes of 
» that we shall be able to pay a 
nt wage to the men we employ. At 
present time we are offering from £3 
‘a week and keep, and I maintain 
my man who goes into the country 
th that wage, and if he is a decent 
e will earn it.. I shall vote against 
potion, and wait until the Prime 
r makes his declaration to the 
: next week. If he puts forward a 
fa 3 nd. reasdnable proposition, I shall 


De me 
Ld 


- 

£ 
+ 
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ed to deal with him. 
Miz. BLAKELEY (Darling) [4.56].— 
uring his long speeeh this aftenoon, the 
ime Minister (Mr. Hughes) studiously 
ided the important question of the 
arantee. When he did refer to it he 
d that it meant something altogether 
ifferent from the Labour party’s inter- 
retation of it. It is only natural for 
abour men to interpret a pledge of that 
haracter in a way to suit themselves. I 
‘not so presumptuous as to say I am 
ot biased. I am_ biased against the 
rime Minister, and his colleagues and 
pporters.° While they remain on the 
overnment benches they are a constant 
ource of annoyance to me, and the sooner 
hey am@.removed and the Labour party 
eupies those benches the better it will 
e for the cotintry. But, apart from the 
as with which we interpret the Prime 
finister’s pledge.“and apart from the 
pology of the honorable member tor 
huca (Mr. Hill) for the Prime Min- 
ister, the fact remains that the men who 
are mostly eoncerned interpreted that 


in a certain manner. At Dubbo, 
Vongarbon, Wellington, Molong, and 


x Ra fel 
v \ 


right through the western wheat-belt of 
New South Wales, the Farmers and Set- 
tlers Association have held largely-at- 
tended and enthusiastic meetings. On the 
north coast and northern Sr hiaigie sib 
- » Primary Producers Union have held a 

‘Jar Baer of meetings, and passed re- 


- honorable member finds himself. 


s condemning the Prime Minister 





bs 


| of Censure. 





for not carrying out his pledge to pay 5s. 
per bushel at railway sidings. The honor- 
able member for Echuca (Mr. Hilly 
sought to place a different interpretatio 
upon that pledge. I can quite under- 
stand the awkward position in which the 
fooled by the Prime Minister, and having op 
agreed to the scheme put forward by the — 
right honorable gentleman at a meeting _ 
of the Wheat Board, he cannot very well ~ 
attack him in.the House for it. The 
honorable member finds himself in a posi: _ 
ticn whieh, I believe, he cordially dislikes. 
There is no doubt that such a meeting — 
was held; that the honorable mem- 
ber attended it, with the Prime Minis- 
ter; and that certain decisions were ar- 
rived at. Thus we find such a wide 
divergence of opinion amongst the mem- 
bers of the party who claim to repre- 
sent the primary producers. Such dif- — 
ferences are quite usual in the Country — 
party. They are not in agreement as to 
what the Prime Minister meant by his _ 
pledge, and, by attending a meeting and 
agreeing to certain things, some of them 
have placed themselves in an embarrass- _ 
ing position. I am not content to allow — 
either the Labour party, the Country — 
party, or the Government to interpret 
what, was meant by that pledge. Let the — 
primary producers interpret it. If the 









ey: 


organizations of Farmers and Settlers in — 


the wheat-producing States, were to take 
a referendum of their members as to what 
the farmers themselves understood by the’ 
pledge, I have not the slightest doubt as — 
to what the result would be. Let the men 
who are producing the grain, who have 
fo meet liabilities, and are carrying ~ 
mortgages, and who, even after this — 
potentially magnificent season will still be 
in debt, say what the pledge means. Tf 
the Government and the Country party — 
are in earnest they will allow the primary | 
producers themselves to decide; and I am 
convinced that they will decide that the 
only interpretation to be placed on the — 
Prime Minister's promise was that they 
should receive 5s., in cash, on delivery of 
their wheat at railway sidings. Members _ 
of the Country party know perfectly well _ 
that if that pledge were carried out the — 
wheat-could not possibly leave the siding 
until it was paid’ for, but there are hone) 
dreds of sidings at which the wheat is — 
not kept. many — 
sidings where wheat is received, but none — 


¥ 






There are in Victoria 
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_ of them are depots, and the wheat is im- 
mediately shifted from them to some 
other bigger siding. If the words “‘ 5s. 
at railway sidings’? mean anything they 

mean that before the wheat leaves the 
aie siding it should be paid for. 


Mr. Ropverrs.—That is a technical ex- 
pression to show that the price is ex 


_ freight. 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—Will the Assistant 
Minister, on behalf of the Government, 


promise to allow the farmers to interpret 
the pledge ? | 
Mr. Ropcers.—I will not. allow the 


honorable member to place his interpreta-. 


tions upon it. 


» Mr, BLAKELEY .—After roel mis- 
representing the policy of the. Labour 
party the Prime Minister made certain. 
declarations, the main one of which was. 
‘that next week a meeting will be called 
at which the minimum amount to be paid 
in January next will be decided. 

Mr. Bamrorp.—For local consumption. 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—Yes. The Prime 

» Minister made another statement, just as 

important, that transactions involving 

- millions—whether he meant millions of 

-. bushels or pounds, I do not know—had 

been consummated; and that a _ very 


ehh sale indeed had been made at a 


reasonable price. I endeavoured to as- 
-certain from him how much had been 
‘sold, and what price it has brought. If 
a large sale has been made, the “farmers. 
of this country should know it. Why 
the secrecy? It is their wheat. It is 
Otic business. Why will not the Prime 
Minister give the information to the re- 
_ presentatives of the people in this House, 
when he has it? It was interjected. that 


business men do not divulge their trans-. 


: actions; but are we to wait until the 

whole of the wheat has been disposed of 

before we find out what amount has been 
sold, and what amount has been re- 

ceived ? 

of the House to press immediately for the 

information. 

_ Sir Josepx Coox.—If the honorable 

member wants the information very 

_ badly, why does he not address a letter 

to the Pool? I have no doubt they wii! 

tell him. 

si Mix. 

_ Youred to elicit it from the Prime Min- 

ister this afternoon. 

_. Sir Joszpa Coox.—The Prime Ne, 

ster et ase ethan ih POOL: Ta Bee 











It is the duty of every member 


of the kind, because no informa 
-BLAKELEY.—I have. endea- : 
parity. 


_ world’ S) parity. 




































My. BLAKELEY. le has: 
mation, and as Prime Minis 
tralia, responsible to. the. Pe 
should give it. | 

Sir Joszrn Coox, Oe, nr a 
-honorable member for Echuca 
Hill)? He knows just as much 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—I do 
Lanes he does or not. Ais any 


Mr. Hitt. bis think the ae . 
the statement is in the best ae 
‘the man on the land. | 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—No — do 
honorable member is in earnest ol 
says that it is in the best ie 
man on the land. ’ 


Sir JOSEPH Cook. OT cours 
~does not pier to you. f 
Mr. 


honorable pice Tf. the i 
tion is not,made public to-day, 
be made public eighteen months 
the last of the wheat has been 
of. If to divulge now, the ‘quanti 


man on the land, then any simi 
claration until the whole of the 
has been cleaned up, or until SO 
remains of it that it does not | 
will also have an adverse. effect. 01 : 
face of it, the claim is ridiculous. 
want to know how much has bee 
how much money has been receiv 
how much money is going to .be 
* Mr. Ropcers.—Iif negotiatio i 
going on for sales to other purchase 
do you think it would be in the inte 
of ‘the farmers that we should dist 
the prior price? ut 
Mr. BLAKELEY. —We ‘could : 
quite frankly how h money hi 
returned to the Com onwealth, anc 
much can be given per bushel upon 
livery. This could be done win at 
fecting any future sale, — 
Sir JoserH Coox.—L believe. : 
done every week in the papers. _ 
- Mr. BLAKELEY.—The right ; 
Abie gentleman does not believe 


been given ‘in regard to that ma 
The Prime Minister this a 
spoke of giving the farmers 
The policy of the Labor 
will, I think, air the farmer 
I should. say 6] 































instead of ‘‘ world’s parity,’’ be- 
so world’s parity so far as the 1920-21 
‘top is concerned will probably not be 
Vailable wntil the end of 1922. _ 
Mr. Bamrorp.—What do you under- 
nd by world’s parity ? 
Mr. BLAKELEY .—Obviously, it must 
ean the average price for the world. 
hat cannot be found out from. day to 
ay and week to week and month to 
Mr. Bamrorp.—Would that be the 
rice in ‘London or here? 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—World’s parity is 
byiously quite a different thing from 
ondon parity. You must consider. the 
Argentine price, the European price, and 
the price of all the other countries of the 
rorld.. I should say that London parity 
s usually meant when world’s parity is 
lentioned. There have been years in 
ustralia when London parity was con- 
‘siderably less than the cost of production, 
and it is not beyond the realms of possi- 
inty that for the crop of 1922-23 Lon- 
on parity will be considerably below cost 
f production. If there is one thing the 
abour party of this country do not want 
‘it is to see the farmers of Australia de- 
pendent upon a London parity*which is 
elow the cost of production. 
_ Mr. Roserr Cook.—We are quite satis- 
‘fied with world’s parity. ° 
> Mr. BLAKELEY .—Yes, provided that 
it is over the cost of production. 
| Mr. Roserr Coox.—It does not matter 
“about your “‘ifsy’’ and “‘ ans.”’ 
3iMre BLAKELEY.—The honorable 
member is only contented provided that 
it will return him a profit. If the Lon- 
on parity will not pay the farmer the 
ost of production he immediately asks 
or some assistance. The Labour party 
guarantee to the primary prodftcer a fair 
return irrespective of gwhat he produces. 
_ The Prime Minister said this afternoon 
that’ we would pick out only one section 
of the community for special treatment, 
; but we say that the cost of production 
should be ascertained, not only for wheat, 
_ but for the whole of the primary pro- 
- ducts of Australia. We say that a price 
should be fixed for all the primary pro- 
ducts consumed in Australia, which will 
_» give to the primary producer fair wages 
and conditions for all labour employed in 
thé production of the crop, including his 
' + own family, plus a reasonable profit. That 
~ refers to local consumption. We say also 










kad that the whole of the instrumentalities 
Sanh gat hc - ee 
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of the State will be available for the dis- . 
position of the exportable surplus. The | 
honorable member for Indi (Mr. Robert — 
Cook) says he is satisfied with world’s © 
parity. I can take him back ten years, to 
a time when he was not satisfied with it. 
IT can take him back even five years to 
a similar condition of affairs.. The fol- © 
lowing are the records of London 


parity :— 
Year. a, 
1861 6 8% 
1871 6 10 
1881 5 74 
1891 4 0% 
1902 ‘a 3 6 
1903 Des 8.8 
1904 Gi 3 64 
1905 3 84 
1906 3.6 
“1907 3° OF 
1908 4 0 
1909 ray f 
1910 3.114 
1911 3 114 
19:12 4 4 
1913 3 113 
1914 a 4 4 
1915 6.7 


1916 


What hope have the primary producers 
of Australia, of making a living with Lon- 
don parity at 3s. 6d. per bushel, as it was 
in 1902 and 1906? It is absolutely im- 
possible for a farmer to do any good 
for himself at those rates. Although the - 
London parity for 1916 was 7s. 34d., the © 
cost of production for that year was very 
little, if at all, below it. While London 
parity to-day is in the vicinity of 16s., 
there is absolutely no guarantee that it 


~I 
Ow 
tele 


will be maintained at any such height 


for the 1922 crop. With the release of 
Roumania’s crops, with any kind of crops 
of rice next year, and with the release 
of the grain from Russia, which is the 
granary of the world, London parity will, 
in all probability, be’ below the cost of 
production in Australia, and if there is 
one thing that the Labour party desire 
to. avert, it is a return to the bad old 
days when the farmer, without knowing 
what he was to get, went blindly into 
produce, depending upon the kind mid- 
dlemen, with their trafficking and gam- 
bling,, to look after him. The Labour 
party believe that such trafficking should 
end. They say there should be no gam- 
bling in our primary products. The 
honorable member for Echuca (Mr. Hill) 
talks of bonds. Will he give the farmer 


bonds slike the scrip that he gave him — 


during the past’ few years, 


and allow 


\ \ 





Motion 





- him to become the shuttlecock of ehodel ot 


people who have been battening upon 


him? 
ae Mr. Hirr.—No. TI meant to say scrip 
or bonds in addition to his ordinary 


wheat scrip. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—He must negotiate 
those bonds, and if the private capitat- 
ists of this. country negotiate them for 
him they, will’require payment. If they 
can negotiate his bonds for him, why can- 
not the Government negotiate them ? 


What is easier than to issue bonds nego- - 


tiable by the Government, or to make 
Ne special note issue, and, when the wheat 
is sold, to evthdren ines notes from . 
circulation? If the private banking in- 
_ stitutions of this country can give bonds, 
as according to the honorable member for 
Echuca they can, it is quite possible for 
the Government to. help the farmer by 
giving him cash. 
: Mr. Jowretrt.—The listorsble Ea rals 
_ for Echuca did not ‘suggest that the pri- 
vate banking institutions should give the 
bonds. 
ery EY BLAKELEY. —He: spoke quite 
ey of bonds apart from scrip. , 
‘Mr. Hinu.—Bonds issued by the Go- 
-yernment. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—So far as Scrip 1s- 
: Osco ned, we have seen illustration after 


illustration during the past few years, 
in the wheat belts of New South Wales, 
‘Victoria, and South Australia, of how 
men are paid to go round and buy up 
_ certain scrip on receipt of given aS ih 
‘Time after tirse most sinister moves were 
made by agents 
area covered by certain classes of scrip. 
Mr. Ricaarp Fostrr.—I have warned | 
| the farmers every time when those tra- 
y + ea have been going round. . : 
‘27 Mr. BLAKELEY. — The honorable . 
member knows th# concerted arrange- 
_ Ments were made upon information sup- 
» plied, and immediately the infornfation 
was. supplied the agents went aroutid — 





a payment was made 8n B, C, or D 


as the case might be. Is it the inten- 


tion of the Government to allow that’ 


. trafficking and ‘gambling to go on as it — 
i has done in the past? I hope not, but 
unless the Government are prepared to 
give the farmers, at least some guarantee, . 
some cash, the same e 
hain. In! New South W 

will] oh in the fortunate bor a) auaica 


‘ibid 







throughout the whole. 


s oe, in the scrip. Then, directly as. 
pee scrip as possible was’ pile up, 
scrip, .. 


itions. will Oe 
ales the growers: ‘ik 




























































Heodiie a Labour Government 
power in that State, whereas in 
and South Australia they will 
if they get anything. According + 
Prime Minister they. will panels 1 
ee until January- a 

Sir JosepH Coox.—Are you quit 
Chewy will get anything in New 
Wales ? | 

Mr. BLAKELEY. he a 


Mr. RicHarp Fosrer.—How: d 
know ? : 

Mr. BLAKELEY. Because the 
ihe promises ‘prone “that. “the Co 
monwealth Government keep their { 01 
mises. In Victoria and South Austr: 
wheat which is delivered in Novembs 
December will tbe placed there, : 
the grower will be given a receip 
scrip, and will immediately - Bt 
negotiate that scrip. Then the if 
will find themselves at the mercy of 
capitalists. That should not be allow 
td continue. If I have £1,000 wo 
wheat in a-Pool, I want £1 ,000 ot 
it; but, instead, Ichave to pay exorbi 
rates of intereakicn pueden to. sell, my sc 
at less than its value. Yet, the Gover 
ment are continuing this business, “Ty 
honorable member for Echuca (Mr. ¥ 
who is truly representative of the farn 
has made no effort to Scavuet Ga 
in serip. The honorable member ‘has 
_ the House that it cost im last. yee 
a bushel to produce his wheat. — 
means that he lost between lls. an 
~per bushel. How many farmers in 
> tralia can stand that loss? Whab. 
~ Government propose by way of m 
and ‘help#ig such cases? Oieioueh 7, in 
“bad. season the people of Australia c 
make some provision to: protect 
farmer. The primary producer — has 
duty to perform to the community 
in return, the community has a duty 7 
‘the farmer. The only way in whith h 
stabilize our primary industries “is 
eliminate gambling, and to insure a fa 
return to the producer for: his labou 
The Labour party, by, laying dos 
Federal policy concerning wheat, 
approach more closely to what is 
quired in this country than eithe 
‘Government or the Country jar ty 
y to do. The honorable mem 
Behuea ape Of the e 
bide, ns uri 







































the large sum of money in- 
-a cash payment of 5s. He 
poohed’? the idea of being able 
5se per bushel at railway sidings, 
pinted out that such payment 
run into a matter of about 
_ £35,000,000. While it was absolutely 
) “impossible to find that sum, he hoped to 
be which would involve 


"Mr. Hi1.—F did not say that I hoped 

to be able to find 4s., but that the Go- 
rmment would be able to do so. I am 
controlling the finances of this coun- 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—If the honorable 
iber for Echuca and his colleagues 
re to join with the Labour party upon 
ig motion, the Government would find 
é money well enough. - 
Sir Granvitte Rvyriz.—The honorable 
ember just said that it would be im- 
ossible.for the Government to find the 
oney. aa 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—No; I have said 
all along that I believed the money could 
be found. Even if the Government were 
to make a payment of 3s., that would 
yolve an aggregate of £21,000,000— 
ceording to the honorable member ‘for 
chuea, whose figures are approximately 
correct. When it. comes to a matter of 
so many millions, the difference between 
nding 4s. cash per bushel and 6s. 1s 
elatively small. There is scarcely @ 
armer in Australia to-day who is free 
from debt. I am fairly certain that, in 
"* New South Wales, there are very few 
armers who are now in a solvent posi- 
ion. With régard to Victoria, I can 
nly accept the evidence of representa- 
ives of country districts, and they speak 
nanimously of the extraordinarily bad 
conditions under which the farmers have 
> jaboured. Let us take, as typical, the 
"circumstances of the honorable. member 
for Echuca, who has lost, I now under- 
‘and. something like 12s. 4d. per bushel, 
because of the utterly bad season last 
“) “year. What did the promise of the Go- 
revnment mean? Hither that the pay- 
ment was to be made or that it was not. 
Of course, I am biased in my interpre- 
tation of the promise, and, probably, the 
Labour party as a whole is biased. I 
- say, therefore, ‘‘leave it to the farmers 
to decide.’’ We have been reading in 
_ the newspapers resolution after resolu- 
‘tion of protest from farmers all over Aus- 
ralia. It is clear that they anticipated 
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5s. per bushel cash. I hope the Country 
party will vote with the Labour party 
on this occasion. If they desire to secure 
5s. for the farmers, they can succeed by 
supporting honorable members on this 
side in the forthcoming division. : 5 grtee 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
[5°29].—As one to whom the wheat ques- — 
tion is a matter of bread and butter, 
I desire to say a few words. The curse — 
of the Pool system is politics. If the Pool 
method of dealing with Australia’s 
wheat is to be made of the greatest pos- — 
sible use to the farmer, the less politics — 
has. to do with it the better. We have 
been afforded evidence of that fact to-day. 
We have heard of petitions emanating 
from farmers; these petitions would not 
have been possible but for political twists 
given to the pooling question for political — 
purposes. : 
Mr. Gisson.—When, and by whem, 
were these political twists made? 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I have.” 
been chasing the mystery for four years, 
until I have just about fost all hope of 
solving it, There has been a determina- 
tion to press the inquiry for information 
concerning sales of coming  season’s 
wheat, and prices realized, and it appears — 
that this pressure is to be kept up until 
the desired information has been given. 
I do not know that I need remind honor- 
able members that the sale of wheat is 
one of the most delicate operations known 
to commerce. bs ' 
Mr. Hiitu.—When that last supposed 
Egyptian sale was made, freights had not 
been secured. Freights went up £2 a 


od 


ton. ; pik 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—That is. 
quite true. The Wheat Board has com-. 


plained, and very properly, concerning 
the furnishing of particulars which ought 
never to have been disclosed except by 
the Board itself. To-day we have pros- 
pects of a bumper season. We are look- 
ing for a record yield. All the wheat 
consuming world is turning towards 
Australia, and wants to know every- 
thing possible about what we are 
doing. The world outside would like 
to know all about the deals already 
made in regard to this season’s wheat. 
But it is not the business of the Board 
to make this information known. I am 
delighted, therefore, that the Prime Min- | 
ister has refused to give specific details. — 
I hope the particulars, will not be made 
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yublios until the Board has agreed ¢ to. Nance 
a course. 


Mr. Lazzanint. —By which time ies 


wheat speculators will have got hold of 
all the wheat. | 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. 
world’s wheat operators know more about 
conditions in Australia, to-day than we 
think they know; but it is not our busi- 
ness to inform them. I was particularly 
interested in the statements of the honor- 

able member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley). 


He gave an historical review of the prices . 


of wheat during many years, and went 
back to the days when wheat had to be 
sold at less than it cost to produce. Let 
' me ask honorable members opposite, wou'd 
they, in one of .these drought years, or 
in a year of world’s low prices, make up 


to the farmer what it cost him to produce — 


Of i 


and put his wheat on. the market ? 
course not! J am satisfied, as a repre- 
sentative of South Australian farmers, 
with the statement of the Prime Minister 
to-day. His utterance amounted to this: 
«« The best: price will be paid down atthe 
railway siding nearest to the farm that 
the financial resources of the country can 
make possible.’’ Is any honorable mem- 
ber dissatisfied with that statement? 
_ Comparisons have been instituted, and 
- questions asked, concerning why the 
whole of the 5s. guarantee should not be 
paid this year on the spot, seeing that it 
was paid at railway sidings last year. 


If the resources of this country will en- 


able the Wheat Board to pay 3s. per 
_ bushel at the railway sidings as the first 

payment this year, it will be infinitely 
better for the farmer than was the pay- 
ment of 5s. per bushel last year, because. 
_of the increased yield. 


Mr. Livineston.—It 
twice as much. 
> Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I1 come 
now to the construction which the hon- 
-orable member for Darling (Mr. Blake- 
ley) put upon the statement of the hon- 
orable member for Echuca (Mr. Hill) 
that he had lost 12s. or 13s. per bushel 
ie Jast year. 
° why the latter had lost it. It was be- 
eause the honorable member for Echuca 
ES had only a limited quantity of wheat, 
‘ which he had to put into the ground 
again as seed. But a misleading con- 
struction has gone forth to the country, 


will be ba 








where it will create discontent amongst 


Le) The: 


| pe to do so. . 


might lose $d. But. I was chiefly 


The former did not explain — 


that Board. Possibly it would be ; 


mers to say whether, in Bop light. 


the farmers, aes have ; 
political purposes. es, ot 


Mr. Brennan. ae can see 
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stands that when he has Ri Qs. 
cannot pay 5s. But I have no doubt t h. 
he would get the other 2s. 6d. if oe W 


upon the question of wheat serip.. 
are two sides to this question. — 
scrip was placed upon the- Sto 

change because there was a demand 
it should be placed there. Persona 
do not like tr vafickinee in wheat scrip. 
have wheat in every Pool, but the on 
scrip I have sold was that issued in 
nexion with the first Pool. ' This - 
for 13d. ‘he reason I sold it was 
I was, pretty satisfied there would 
more cash to come, and I thought t 


ated by a desire to clear up the bu 
for that year. Apart from thi 
transaction, I have not sold any > 
scrip. But when I have found spe 
tors sending travellers from farm to. 
in the country districts, Ht published 
warning to the farmers. 


Mr. Rosertr Coox. __Did erat) houdl 
member buy the scrip himself? 1 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—1. did 
I have never bought a ha’porth of ‘s¢ 
But I advised the farmers, through 
press, to be careful. I pointed on 
them that if it would pay certain fir 
to send men round to their farms ¥ 
view to purchasing their wheat, it wo 
pay them to keep it. Personally, in » 
general interests of the farmers, i 
there were no wheat scrip transac on: 
But there is another side to this que 
tion, namely, that a great many far rmer 
insisted upon such transactions, and bene 
fited from them. . Many speculators ( 
a lot of money out of wheat scrip, 
a great many lost scores of thousan 
pounds by investing in it. I-suggest 
as far as possible, we should leay 
business to the Australian Wheat. Boat 
and to the farmers’ representatives ‘upo 


thing if the Board again allowed the fa 


yh 











ae € scrip upon the Stuck Ex. 
fe Sees scrip this year. 














t the Government Boul pay all 
possible under peaeene teas 


a ‘hag the past two. years: 
y are not the ii sufferers. The 


Eat 


: But when ee get their wheat. 
—whether it is negotiable or not— 
be a mighty good security. We 
not to lose sight of that 
pome persons talk as if it will 


solid security at all. I hold that 
Il be a good security, and 
gine. farmer “18'. in : a most 


condition, I cannot conceive 
will not be able to make financial 
ements to tide him over the period 
he receives his full payment. So 
the farmers of Australia*are con- 
hey were indebted to the National 
ment throughout the war period 
nexion with the operations of the 
5 Wheat Board, and _ the 


always be Woainored that this 
ent deals only with the financial 
f pis business, and has nothing 


It ovith SA by the States. 
oe that aie are anne 


ospects are realized, thie ane of Aus- 
will find that the wheat, above all 
D imary products, will prove a per- 
-send to this country in a time of 


IBSON ( Opriaeists) [a4 | 


ald sang: et om the s 






ry eet had not been 
infter the interests of the people. 
atter of fact, we have been watch- 

keen interest’ the proposed 


a 


tee of 5s. per bushel for the com- 


5a: 7 crop. But the Wheat Board 
ot. mitted’ until poeee SEI 


ago, ‘so rm it was s impossible for P 


to the te dpanen of Ds. 


eeches of 


or five times as much in his first payment 


oe ae Boh Conant the Government has 






thing to be done in this connexion pr r 
to that time. I am not prepared to co 
demn the Government until we have 
heard what they intend to do in respect — 
per bushel. ae 
















year the payment was Le per bushel at 
railway sidings, and that this amount 
was paid in one sum, we at once under- 
stand why the farmers expect to receive 
5s. per bushel as a first payment this year, 
However, I do not expect it. I regarded — 
the promise of the Government purely as — 
a guarantee to the States that the Wheat _ 
Board would pay. that amount to hee 
farmers. or 
Mr. ‘Brennan.—What meaning does ant 
the honorable member give to the oe an 









































sion ‘‘ at the railway siding’’? io 
Mr. GIBSON.—I_ interpreted the ae 
undertaking of the Government as a 


guarantee that the farmer would rer 
at the nearest railWay siding at least Bs. 
per bushel for his wheat. an 
Mr. Ricuarp’ Fosrar.—Less freight. ! 
Mr. GIBSON.—-Yes. © The minimum — i 
amount which he will receive is 5s. per aed 
bushel. Last year that amount was paid i 
in one payment, and consequently the 
farmers expect that a similar amount will _ 
be paid this year. I believe that the _ 
Prime Minister should have made his i 
statement just a little clearer. se 
Mr. Hay.—lIf 4s. per bushel is rials Lae 
for the wheat the Commonwealth will have ks 
to pay the other 1s. per bushel? i Ts 
Mr. GIBSON.—Yes. The Assistant _ 
Minister (Mr. Rodgers) has pointed out 
that the wheat yield last year amonntag ? i 
to 35,000,000 bushels. i 
Mr. Ropcrers.—That is omitting wheat — 
for seed and farm requirements. See a 
Mr. GIBSON.—The payment which ay 
was necessary for the Government to make 
upon that yield amounted to bee ane 
£8,250,000, but a payment of 5s. Hin 
bushel ‘upon a yield of 150,000 600 
bushels this year will represent a sum of 
approximately £37,000,000. The indi- 
vidual farmer will, ‘therefore, receive four 


















this year as he received last year. I feel 
sure that the farmers of Australia ° vill f 
view this matter in a reasonable. light. rat 
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opposite are asking the Government. to - 


provide money which is not available. I 
was pleased to hear’the Prime Minister 
declave to-day that the financial resources 

of this country will be ransacked for the 

‘purpose of paying the largest possible 
amount to our producers. A ereat deal 
has been said about the idealistic scheme 

which has been propounded by the Labour 
party, and under which the primary pro- 
ducer would receive the cost of produc- 

tion plus a reasonable profit. Any s 
scheme is absolutely impossible and im- 

! _ practicable. How we could arrive at the 
NGOS Of production, T do not know. . In ™ 
one of my own paddocks, production costs 
- twice as much‘as it does in another pad-_ 
dock. 
Mr. Brennan—Why, you farmers 
have been telling us every day exactly 
what it costs to produce a certain article. 
Mr. GIBSON.—Has ‘the honorable 


~ member ever known two of those state- 


- ments to agree? 

Mr. Brennan.—I have listened to them 
is with great attention. 
Mr. GIBSON.—TI understand that the 
-» honorable member has.done a_ little 
_ -wheat-growing himself; but he has dis- 


covered a more profitable occupation, and 


OM has therefore come into the city. A great 
- many honorable members opposite think 


that they know something about produc- 


tion, when, as a matter of fact, they know 
; nothing about it. 

Mo. Laverta.—lI have been i in the busi- 

ae ness all my life. 

Wee Mr, GIBSON. —-And the honorable 
member 3 is regretting it very much... He, 
too, has found a more profitable oceupa- 
tion, ke 

Mr. ‘Laverce. nO the 

ee only honour their promises, -wheat- 

growing would be profitable. 

« Mr. GIBSON. Lecemnee. members 

opposite say that they will give us the 

cost of production plus a » reasonable 
profit; but what are they going to do- 

‘when we experience a drought ‘year, or 

when our crops become affected with the 

diseases of which the honorable member 

or Echuca (Mr. Hill) spoke. Perhaps I 


















- Joseph Carruthers, of New ag neat 


say s upon this matter. 
te 


‘of land seandal fame? : CEN a 


Hones members © 


such. 


» to Carry on. 


-‘also keep down ‘the price of the loa! 


Government 


may be permitted to point out what Sir 





pas about shuts tat L ' 
Joseph Carruthers is an authori 
farming matters and whea 

That gentleman says— —~ Ee. 


In New South ‘Wales there were jp 
in five years, 138,000,000 bushels of whe 
an average return of 38. 10d. _ per 1 S 

It did not pay i oe 0 row 


tion. 


Are honorable ‘nestutiaae opposit 
pared to make good put of the 1 
the consumers the losses anata ic “a 
farmers who produced that wheat? vi I 
is what they will be called upon 
The Government .of New South 
advanced £1,000,000 to help the 1 
Why did their Labo 
vernment not: give them that mone 
stead of advancing it to them? 
were entitled to it surely to make goc 
difference between the cost of prod 
and the price realized. | x 
Mr. Lavettu.—The New South W 
Government advanced £2,000,000: , 
Mr. GIBSON.—They did no 
up the losses sustained by thése farme 
It is an impracticable proposition, a 
T am sure the wheat-growers of this ¢ ¢ 
try are not going to swallow it. 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
spoke of a farmer who had succeed 
raising only two crops in ten years. 
the Labour party prepared to make go 
the losses sustained in such cases? 
Mr. Laveritx.—Of course we are. 
Mr. GIBSON.—I do not know 
they would get the money. i: 
Mr. Ropanrs—They. would do tha 


, Mr. GIBSON =-Yes. 5 They pron 
cheap bread and at the Same time 
price for wlieat. The different Stat 
the Commonwealth have purchased 
10,000,000 bushels of wheat for loca 
sumption at an average price of 

per bushel. That portion of it whic 
been used during the last four mo 
was sold at 5s. per bushel less than 
wheat-growers of Australia could hav 
tained for it on the world’s market. * 
are only 14,000 wheat-growers in 
toria, and each of them has thus i 























local ‘consumer to get his wheat 
per bushel below London parity. | 

is happening to the wheat- 
oe the ‘Commonwealth: he. ¥ 























hands until the Prime Minister 
‘an opportunity to make a state- 
this subject. As I have already 
e Australian Wheat Board was 
only three or four weeks ago. As 
ot fact, I understand that it has 
been constituted, because the Go- 
ent of New South Wales have re- 
to pass the Wheat Marketing Bill 
there is inserted in it a provision 
heat for local consumption shall be 
ble at less than the world’s parity. 
k for world’s parity for our wheat. 
ler words, we ask for our wheat 
the supporters of the Labour party 
or their labour. . That is my posit 


ad 


! “LAZZARINI - (Calare) [5.55 ].—I 
tice surprised at the partiality dis- 
ayed by members of the Country party 
* conferences with banking and other 
financial institutions which have been 

oe on the farmer since this country 
one Nia and, for the most part, 


: him: mathe Fee member for 
chuea (Mr. Hill) has told us that the 
mference to which the Prime Minister 
referred is to take place with repre- 
ves of panking and other financial 
ascertain how 
ay i are prepared to dole out to 
1@ farmer in payment for his legitimate 
product. The honorable member for 
orangamite (Mr. Gibson), who has 
av +4 Tesumed his seat, made a brief 
quotation from a statement made by 
Sir’ Joseph Carruthers. Only a few 
ys ago that gentleman advocated a 
scheme which the Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook), by way of interjection, brushed 
ide as impossible, and for which I cer- 
_ tainly do not hold a brief. He advocated 
. note issue based on the security of our 
’ ‘wheat. I think there is a better system 


be devised. If there is one matter In 
spect of which the Government is more 


* deserving of censure than for any other, 
with the exception of its failure to deal 


pudiation of this pledge, which it made 
at the last general election. In his Ben- 
i digo speech the Prime Minister (Mr. 

es) guaranteed the wheat-growers 
per bushel for their wheat delivered 
Hy railway. sidings. He tells us to-day 
vats De bial not know whether that pay- 


ae fs eons: 1920. a 


honour its guarantee. 


be with the high cost of living, it is ite re-~ 
ope 





of Censure» 
ment will be made on dalinace or inee 
months or six months later. According | 
to some honorable members who have 
spoken, if it is paid six months hence or 
just before the next general election the 
Prime Minister will have redeemed his 
promise. I am inclined to think that 
the farmers will have to wait months for 
their money, and will then be told, “If 
you do not return the Nationalist 
Government to power you will not get 
the balance due to you under be 
guarantee.’’ It is absolutely essential 
that this 5s. per bushel should be paid 
immediately on delivery of the wheat atb~ 
railway sidings. Unless that is done _ 
thousands of farmers, of whose hardships — 
honorable members of the Coyntry party 
are constantly reminding us, will be un- 
able to carry on with any hope of finan- 
cial stability. _We are told that the far- 
mets do not construe the pledge as 
we do. The honorable ‘member for | 
Echuca says that the farmers did not ~ 
regard it when given as a pledge that 
5s. per bushel would be paid on delivery, © 
and that they are not looking for any- 
thing of the kind. In reply to that state- 
ment I shall read one of many resolutions 
which have been sent to me from organi- 
zations of primary producers. Before 
doing, so, however, I ‘would remind 
honorable members that this motion of 
censure relates to one specific matter, and © 
that is the failure of the Government to 
That being so, all 
the talk to which we have listened in re- 
gard to world’s parity, the meal policy of 
the Labour party, the inner workings of © 
Labour organizations, and the statements — 
of Labour members, is quite irrelevant. — 
It is merely a smoke-screen to cloud the. 
real issue: the failure of tle Government — 
to redeem another of the many pledges 
that it made when it went to the country — 
on the occasion of the last general elec- — 
tion. The following resolution passed 
by the Chamber of Commerce at Gren- 
fell has been forwarded by me to bie 
Prime Minister :— af 


That the Prime Minister he comnts 
with, pointing out that this Chamber urges eo ui: 
Government to pay their guarantee of 5s. per 
bushel on delivery of the wheat by the farmer 
at the receiving station, as it was due to the 
Government guarantee of 5s., and the infer- 
ence that the 5s. would be spot cash on delivery, — 
that the majority of the farmers put in such 
crops. eat 























































eee 


In this resolution, the point is emphasized : 


- that the interpretation placed upon the 
Prime Minister’s promise by the primary 
producers was that’a cash payment of 5s. 
per bushel would be made on delivery of 
the wheat at railway sidings, and that it 
was because of this that many people were 
induced to inerease their areas under cul- 
tivation. Asa result, we have throughout 
Australia to- day Pop utleds waving fields of 
corn which would not otherwise have been 
sown. The resolution continues— 


Also pointing out that, owing to severe losses. 


caused by the drought, a substantial payment 
on delivery is required in order to enable the 
farmer to carry on at all; and it will be con- 
sidered bad faith on the ‘part of the Govern- 
_ ment if that guarantee is not paid. 


I have received a copy of a similar re- 
solution passed by the Young branch of 
the Farmers and Settlers 
and also numerous individual protests, 
- but it is unnecessary for me to read them. 
I venture to say that every representa- 
tive of a: farming constituency in New 
South Wales has received copies of 
similar resolutions and protests. 


The honorable member for Wakefield 
(Mr. Richard Foster), in his closing re- 
marks, referred to the subject of wheat 
gambling. The Prime Minister taunted 
honorable members of the Labour party 
with being under the control of certain 
- individuals and organizations. The Go- 
-vernment is probably withholding the 
_ payment of this 5s. per bushel at the be- 
“hest of some of the organizations that 
-contrel the Prime Minister, who is always 


ready to accuse us of being controlled 
and not having a voice of our own. 
are all aware of the. scandalous business 


We 


that went on all over the country in con- 
-nexion with gambling in wheat securities, 
and we know that, immediately this 


- wheat is delivered and a small payment 


is made in respect of it, scrip will be 
issued. Those farmers mat are not in a 


peter pecuniary position, finding | 


themselves embarrassed, will immediately 
have to go on the market and sell that 
-serip, with the result that the man who 
never grows wheat or sees it will be able 
“to go on the Stock Exchange, purchase 
- the scrip, and hold it until he gets a 
higher price for it. That is the class of 
man who makes huge profits out of these 
Mheat deals. 


tg Wir: ‘Ropcrrs.—tThe price paid for the 


sy aad issued a one of the eet in South 





Australia, 


something of the gambler’s risk. 


gambling comes in. 


Association, | 


professions of “such honorable me 


hare Caed presentles has. stop 



























































‘Sinforsunntele 
value of ‘the wheat. Soe ented 
scrip. 


Mr. LAZZARINT. _Potbhy s 
the honorable gentleman think 1 
quantity of wheat sold is never 
than the wheat actually produce 
the United States of America i 
more wheat was sold than had 
duced in that country , since its 
tion. 


show was that the holders of th 
in question bad paid for it a pr 
excess of the value of the wheat 
spect of which it was issued. That 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—That is wh 
» I contend that 
payments by way of instalments are 
in the interests of the middlemen 
wheat gamblers of Australia. ‘The ] 
orable member for Wakefield said ~ 
he had not sold any of his wheat 
but small farmers cannot afford to | 
their scrip. They have to realize at 
earliest moment, and are consequently 
the mercy of the financial insti 
and the city wheat gamblers whi 
late the market, and decide just 
much they shall get for their scrip. 

The Leader of. the Opposition _ 
Tudor) has referred to a question a 
by the honorable member for Riv 
Many such questions are put i 
House, and many speeches in supp 
the farmers are also made by honoral 
members, who yet vote solidly to k 
the Government in power when the ¢ di 
sion bells ring. .The sincerity of 


can be tested only by their deeds. 
honcrable member’ for Echuca suppo' 
the Prime Minister’s contention that th 
was merely a guarantee that the farms 
would get at least 5s, per bushel for 
wheat. We all know what is.the 
of wheat to-day. | We know the ¢ 
tions of the world’s market, and no 
orable member possessing a "Inowleds 
farming, and of the conditions of © 
world to-day, would assume that. : 
was a possibility of the farmer not 
ting 5s. per bushel for all the wheat 
he could produce. The only difficul ; 
might be the absence of shipping, : rece 
sitating the wheat being held in Av 
for some time, s 


The question of nde cx w 


ape! 








! ae The Prime Minister 
U hes) eee a clear and definite 







iment c raise the money to re- 
hat promise. If the Government 
do that, the only sensible course 
them is to get out, and make 
some one who can do what we 
The Prime Minister also stated 
wanted to discuss this motion 
hy: and he said, as plainly as ore 
could, that a domestic quarrel 
Cabinet was of more importance 
he interests of the primary pro- 
fi Australia. 

AcKson.—He did not say that. 
Lavetie.—He did say it. 

_ LAZZARINI.—I heard him saf 
“perhaps the honorable member 
was not in the chamber when 
ent was made. A _ reference 




































to place their own interpretation 
remarks. The Prime Minister 
ed that we pledged sat hoa to 


Stabs waredk to make a 


T 


party in regard to wheat. On 
howing our promise was one of 
on delivery ; and that, of the 
inister, according to his Bendigo 
also 5s. ach, on i olisery. 
not nas aha the 
, be- 
edo. not ai as * our 
nts when appealing to the electors. 
} prepared to leave it with the 
’ producers and the people to 
at the Government agreed to pay 
yayment of 5s., and we said that 
3 the lowest amount the farmers 
et. . We did not tell the wheat- 
‘that they were not going to re- 














Eetpared to pay in eash, ‘and that 
our party were. Had the Prime 
r not made it clear in unmistak- 
ae it was he intention s 


only pay that amount if a lower rate were 
received, 


Ly, and theca who aré interested will 


ot we believed that the ave. 







to have said that the Government bt 


and to have made Me 
capital’ out of it. 

I desire, also, to refer to the ioe 
drawn-out, wide, and rambling statement — 
of the Prime Minister, in which he 
charged this party with being under the 


















control of outside er Rea in -this 
matter. He went back over a period of 
five years, and. resurrected utterances a 





which, after all, are of little consequence. oe 
He spoke of the inner workings of our — 
organization during the past twenty 
years, and abused it with all the powers 
at his disposal. iI asked the Prime Mine 
ister, by interjection, which he did not — 
answer, at what period during his mem- 
bership of the party he discovered all this 
falsehood and intrigue. It would be in- 
teresting to know whether it was during 
the last year of his membership. If so, 
he is a thickhead, andenot the brainy — Re 
man some boviuider him to be, if he sub- « 
mitted to all this dishonesty while ib | ys 
suited him, and only now protests——— 
Mr. Jowrerr.—Perhaps it was a cumu-— a ite 
lative process. Mok 
» Mr, LAZZARINI.—Perhaps ie was, 
and one that was controlled by sale 
interest. The Prime Minister also dealt 
with the elementary stage of pri- 
mary production, and referred to our 
forefathers, who, in their early days, 
hunted wild animals in the jungle. He 
spoke as if he was teaching children in 
a kindergarten, and I thought for a 
time that he was dealing with wool—on 
the information he had received at | 
Wagga—and not with wheat-growing. 
Mr. JowrTr.—Perhaps he was. sudy? be 
ing rams up there. 5 
Mr. LAZZARINI.—Possibly he was, 
but that has nothing to do with the 
question. JI would not have referred to 
this if the Prime Minister had not in- , 
dulged in recriminations simply to raise 
a smoke screen in an endeavour to ob- 
scure the main issue. He cannot get 
away from the facts to which members 
































of this party intend to pin him. He. 


also referred to New South ee be 


rank 
Mr. 





JACKSON.—Will the ‘ance we 









member tell us gi rac pugHe Queens. 


land? i 


vee 


‘bers 


‘ference has also been made to a 





“Mr, LAZZARINI.—The Labour party 


in Queensland has a working majority 


of its own supporters, and is not hang- 
ing on to office by the skin of its teeth, 
and depending on the poe of Labour 
rats.” 


We are not responsible for financing 
the scheme, and it is not our duty to 
tell the Government how that can be done. 
The Prime Minister and honorable mem- 
‘have raised the fmancial aspect as 
one of the principal objections, and re- 
note 


issue. Sir Joseph Carruthers, who at one 
time was Treasurer of New South Wales, 


sé 


is not a “noodle” in dealing with finan- 


~ eial problems, aud he advocated in the 


Legislative Council of that State only a 


few days ago the issue of paper money. 


| Mr. Maxwetrz. — Negotiable — scrip 
amounts to the same thing. : 
Mr. LAZZARINI.—It does net; be- 


the Stock Exchangs, as scrip can 


cause a note cannot be manipulated on 
Per- 
sonally, £ am nbdt in favour of such a 


note issue, because I. believe that instru- 
ments of: credit can be 
» tess risk. 
issue is to cancel the notes as realiza- 
tions 


handled with 


The idea behind the note 


are made; but there is always 
danger of the day when _ the 
‘will be destroyed never being 
Tt would be the simplest thing 


the 
notes 
reached. 


“in the world to extend into the large 
centres of our wheat areas the operations 


of our Commonwealth Bank, so that im- 


mediately a farmer delivered ha wheat he 


- eould open up a cash credit to its full 


: value in the: books of the bank. 


in making such a suggestion. 
- would not be any need to charge the 


Mr. Rozert Coox.—And have a clerk 


in every big field. 


) Mr. LAZZARINE. The honorable 
member is only displaying his ignorance 
There 


farmer any interest at all, because imme- 


i diately he opened up a credit he could 


operate by cheque, and notes would not be 


ne 


Some honorable 


. required. When his wheat was disposed 
of, his cash credit could be cancelled, ° 


and the completed. 


langh- at 


whole operation 
members 


, such a suggestion, but in doing so they 


are’. 
of the world’s’ financial experts. 


the operations of 
Bank in this direction, because it would 


of some 
The 
oe epared to extend 
t 


e Commonwealth 


ridiculing the opinion 


Government are not 

































difficulty of sean the ipa 
it can he done quite simply. 
nothing. We have been informed 
large sum will be involved, and 


A a 


be Meinamibored that in dealing witl be 
£35,000,000, there is never more 
few thousand pounds of that an 
actually in circulation. It is mf 
matter of establishing credit, an 
whole scheme could be easily fin 
vai involving the expenditure ° 
. for interest on borrowed money 
is easy for honorable members to 
cule the suggestions! I have made, but 
should remember that in doing so 
are displaying their ignorance an 
posing propositions that have bee 
forward by the best financial experts t 
world has ever known. : 


Mr. ROBERT COOK (Indi) [6.1 
The members of the Country party 
pleased indeed to find that they ha’ 
many friends in this chamber, and, 
cording to the statements. that have | 
made this afternoon, it appears the 
the near future the poor struggling far 
mer will be able to ‘achieve all he desirés 
The motion has been the mea 
giving honorable members an op} 
nity of discussing the whole situ: 
and | must confess that until the ] 
Minister spoke, I felt, with o 
that the farmer was not gett 1 
fair deal. ‘This, perhaps, arose ff 
the fact that the Prime’ Minister 
remained silent altogether too 
with important information at his 
posal. However, the explanation he 
made is so definite that I feel wi 
take it for granted that we are 
to receive reasonable treatment. We 
heard a great deal. about monopol 
speculators, and private - capitalists; 
.though the Pool had many faults, it was 
godsend to the whole> producing 
munity. It was’ the ‘first Poole 
which we had experience, and, 
doubt, mistakes were made; and 
these mistakes we ought to benefit, Eng 
future we should be in a position to | 
rid of parasites, and ibe ‘able to han . 









tis by the channel of c0-0 Bomtive 


at 


By such means we ought shortly 
able to send our alae from the 





















































to the world’s ree. Tf the 
1 population would only give’ 
ention to the great system of co- 
it would minimize the cost of 
y such a wonderful extent, that 
1 the one hand, would find no use 
anizers, and the producers, on the 
need take littl or no notice. of 
ts. By this means only can the 
ee expect to benefit, and the pro- 
, receive the full results of his 





ONEY (Melbourne) {6.25 |.— 
a ‘little staggered by the reference 
by the honorable member for 
sa (Mr. Hill),:when he said that 
ot even “forty figures” would tempt. a 
mn from the town, to settle in the 
erg The honorable member belongs 
arty, the members of which are Were 
in their statements, ‘but Ee thin 


a. 


Biace, and I find that. “ forty 
7 means one. ‘thousand quad- 
_ Following the old” notation, a 
on. is a million millions, and a trillion 
billion billions, while a quadrillion is 

ie trillions. If the whole world 
vere a mass of silver, I doubt if it could 


é that amount of money. Anyhow, 
ighest mountain in Australia were 
L ee and: 1% was minted into® 
it would not produce the 
mentioned. I mention this as a 
coe is a were thing in this 
brious House. Pee. 


In considering the price of wheat over 
, term of years, I am impressed’ with the 

na for the Home market, from 
i¢ year 1861 for. many years it was com- 
It came to its lowest 
an when it was 24s) per quarter, 
d it rose again until, in 1916, it was 
s. oe per quarter. 


Hear Qd., 4s. 2d. 33. aa 38. 11d., 3s. 
As. dd., ae 7d., 4s. 10d., and 5s. 3d. 
i Lye I started. farming many 





.- , z 

Pa Ma ? 

ae Ae hied: ‘ r ws 
os Te" Ngan’ 


Tt coe consecutive . 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—How did “you ki 
get on? , | 


“Dr, MALONEY.—ANl that I got out 
The wise : 


of it was my broad chest. 
Government of Victoria, forty-eight years — 
ago, planted me 10 miles south 









of as 


Warragul, in the heaviest timber country fit 


in Victoria, if not in the world. What  — 
chance had a little bank clerk to make 
Twenty-14) 


good under such conditions? 
five trees, on the place where a hut was 


erected, were all 6 feet and 8 feet dia. 
meter, so that ne wonder I got tired of 


work. 


My son has an interest m 1,000 ‘acres 
of. land in Western Australia, and last. 


year he and his late partner had a very 


good show. 
5s. 


but. we are now told pair it is not to be © 


how the Prime Ministen jikps to get into 





I recognise that a grant. of 
in cash would be very acceptable; — 


a difficult position, merely in order to _ 


show how dashed clever he is in getting 


out of it; indeed, in all my political ex- — 


perience, iS have known no one with that 


faculty so well developed. 
more in what the honorable member for 
Werrtwa (Mr. 


haps, honorable members are willing to. 


admit. : 
Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 8 p.m. 


Dr. MALONEY. 
members 


There was _ 


Lazzarini) said than, per- — 


Some honora tian ; 
laughed when the honorable. 


member for Werriwa (Mr. Lazzarini) sug- — 


gested utilizing the Commonwealth Bank — ‘ 


and the issue of notes for the purpose of 


meeting the payments for wheat; 


but it 
is a very old form of avoiding interest, 


and is generally known as the Guernsey | 


Island Market Experiment. 


issued in Guernsey Island always bore on — 


the back of them a portrait of the par- : 


The notes 


oo) 


ticular work for which they were issued, — 
and perhaps the Commonwealth Bank— 


which, I lope, will soon be controlled by 
a Board of directors, as suggested by the — 


late Lord Forrest—could issue notes bear- 


ing on the back of them the representa- — fee 
The war has — 
taught the world of finance that we must — 


tion of a sheaf of wheat. 


adopt a very different method of finan- 


cing. - Before the conflict an economist 


CAT oe Ey 


said that all the: world’s money in gold, An 


silver, coppér, nickel and platinum put - i 


together would not pay for one single — 
amonth’s transactions on the New York 





Stock Hey Fee ead Nadie its actor e : é 


had not been established. 





“5882 Motion — 





Eraias have been faced wk the at 


lem that the gold deposits in banks in- 
creased instead of decreasing. In Aus- 
tralia the value of the unearned in- 
erement, which had amounted _ to 
£400,000,000 by the end of 30th June, 


1915, had doubled that amount by the 


end of June, 1920. 


I have already indicated to honorable 
members that my son is interested in a 
wheat farm in Western Australia. Last 
year’s prices proved of great benefit to 
him and his partner, and put them on’a- 
good footing. The ex-honorable member 
for Werriwa (Mr. Lynch), who is a farmer 
on a large scale, told me about three years 
ago that the payment of 4s. per bushel 
for wheat delivered at the railway siding 
would give the wheat-grower a fighting 
chance, and the payment of 4s. 6d. would 
vive him a better chance, but later on he 
said that with wheat at 5s. every farmer 
ought to ‘‘make good.’’ I care little 
ten should be done, but it is firmly 
fixed in my mind that the producer of 
wheat should get a price, which will 
enable him to secure a fair return, and 
give him the opportunity to ‘‘ make 
~ good.’’ I do not know whether we in Aus- 

tralia will develop a system of co-opera- 


tion among wheat- -growers on the lines of - 


the splendid scheme in operation in Den- 
mark, or whether the method of pooling 
produce will be continued, but it is cer- 
tain that stability of price will insure an 
earnest desire on the part of the farmer 
to continue to produce more and more, 
because without it he will always be in 
the position of wondering, season after ~ 
-eeason, what the market will be. When 
speaking to one of the largest farmers I 
have the pleasure of knowing in South 
Australia, I asked him what would have 
become of the farmers if the Wheat Pool 
vs He said that 
_ the private buyers might have bought 
sufficient wheat to meet local require- 
_ ments, and to fill whatever shipping they 
were in a position to charter, but that 
with interrupted shipping they might not 


ig have bought at all for export, and, conse- 


| quently, wheat might not have realized 
. even Is. per bushel. 


If we fix the price of wheat we can 
then allow a fair charge for gristing it, 
_and compel the miller to sell his flour at 
_ a fixed price, gaoling him if he refuses, as 
millers have already done in Victoria, to 
~ supply. it when that price has been ten- 


dered for it. Here ee me read the in-. 
a: bale atin abs ay vow Uh 


“upon the Risen: fo protec 


“cess. by purchasing his 


ihe Ade Sc eos 
my ie Ai } 
nl ONS a: nk 
a Ny ' 





































fotnallon’ given by a Melbou: 
baker, as quoted in The Trust 
in Australia, a book compiled b 
L. Wilkinson, one ot the most 


bine is Ue bareible for the PI ie hi 
‘of bread. The ruling price of bread in 
wick is 7d. per 4-lb. loaf. Mr. ‘Page 
6d., and states that an attempt is bei 

by the joint action of the Master Bakers 
Millers Associations to coerce him into r. 
his rates, into line with other’ baker: 
district. 


In other words, Mr. Page coul a 
obtain flour bécause the contemptib 
Millers’ Trust. would not supply Nii 
it, and he had to go even Ee 
Bendigo to secure supplies. 
break up these combines, | 
If flour is supplied to the ‘bale 
fixed price, we must ‘also fix the 
price of the four-pound loaf of 
over the counter. I do not care wh 
baker may charge for delivery—tl r 
too difficult a question for us to decile, 
and can’ best be settled as betwee 
baker and the customer. 


Mr. SPEAKER. (Hon. Sir i 
Johnson).—The “honorable membe 
not confining his remarks to the m 

Dr, MALONEY.—I am endeavc 
to show ee if the Pa of wh 


who enable the farmer to make 
product 

majority. of those I represent bu 
product of the ‘farmer, and the 
entitled to .protection.’ Mr. Wilk 
in his excellent compilation, referti 
bread says— 


What the advance of ade per 4-lb, 
bread actually means to the master b: 
shown in the following figures: pee 

It is estimated that an ordinary I, 
uses about 5 tons of flour each week, @ 
many using 10 tons, and some of the , e 
manufacturers as much as 20 tons. 
sack of 150 lbs. about forty-nine large le 
of bread are made, and from a 200-lb ‘Ss 
about sixty-five ‘loaves. This is a mode 
figure, which can be taken as an ave 
though frequently sixty-six loaves ar 
tained. A simple form of multiplication 5 
that the additional receipts from the : 
of 3d. per 4-lb. loaf can Pee cetoaiee 
_lows:— i 
_ 5 tons—3,250 loaves, at da. ‘uals 
per week, — $h.APs 
p10 tons—6, 500 loay 
ae TO: 10d. ees. week, 

sy 














Pper week. 9) 

ures make no ‘allowance OF any de- 
ac r the recently increased working 
indicating the additional 








inter ‘of years since bread was 
t Td. per 4-lb. loaf in the northern ~ 
ts, hs at that’ time flour was from 
£13 per ton. A comparison of the Vic- 
Mill-owners’ Association quotation for 
nd the ruling price of bread at the end 
















for the seven years past, is given 
Flour. c Bread. 

(Per 2,000 Ib.) (Per 4-bb. loaf.) 

LO. Seren oedy tO. Od, 

fe) L079 5d. to 6d. 

ELVA Og did, to 64d. 

£9 10 0 54d. to 63d. 

1 £8 0 0 54d. to 6d. 

Trae 3) Bape ek 8 63d, to Td. 
£8515. .0 7d. 

strikes ie avgtaee man in ae 


ted Ey the weenter: mice, mildew, 
roi rather than that the people should 
; at a fair price. I have with me a 
aph showing the result of four 
catch of mice in the railway yard 
celles, Eleven dray loads of mice 


meored On the yard. and it, is 


ae of this motion is not alto- 
on account of the price of wheat. 
. pledged opponent of the Minis- 
d wiil always vote to turn them 
d “office so long as the present Prime 
mister (Mr. Hughes) is in power, and 
if the honorable member for Bala- 
Mr. Watt), who challenged the 
e Minister last night, were leading 
z ‘in ey my vote would still be the 
ie ause I have no ‘audi ie in 


: con Order! 
MALONEY.—May I not attack 
onnel of the ee 













strictly conn to the hashes 






r MALONEY. —Then I shall be 
¢ blige ‘id d to take some future opportunity 
1 f on g that the honorable member 
Balaclava returned to Victoria in 
edited man, Ste ene on ne 





knapsack was - this wonderful. thing, a 


to whom he owed money, and eventually 


per bushel for wheat at 





t Eventually Het 





it were throwing its shadow before it— oe 






member i is saying i is very sateneatinee et 
not germane to the motion. 















































that, were the Government turned o 
on the vote of the right honorable mem 
ber for Balaclava, Ministers would have 
the satisfaction of knowing how He got 
“the boot’? out of the Victorian Legisla- 
tive Assembly. However, I shall take an- 
other opportunity to deal with the ae 
ter. 

Mr. James Pace.—What. about tile | 
payment of 5s. a bushel to the farmers? © 


Dr. MALONEY.—I think that the ~ 
farmers should get the money, and the 
suggestion of the honorable member for 
Werriwa is worthy of consideration. Not . 
one of the countries engaged in the 
recent war is at present solvent. Even 
the United States of America, with its 
huge amassed wealth, could not meet. its 
liabilities in gold, but we have here a 
Bank more than equal to any in the 
world, though I do not think that it 
should be governed by a dictator. It o 
could be used for the payment of this 
guarantee by giving a credit to each | Ly 
farmer for the wheat that he delivered, 
which would be properly tested and : 
graded. The farmer would use that 
eredit to pay his storekeeper and others 










Re epee a. 3 —_ 
Ke ee ey as oer * 













the circle would be completed by its re- 
turn: to the Commonwealth Bank. There 
would be a circle of credit not unlike - 
that of an electric current, which must ~ 
eventually get back to earth. I look for- 
ward to the time when our Common- i 
wealth Bank will do all this sort of busi- 
ness, The Bank of England, the Bank 
of France, the Bank of Germany, the old — 
Bank of Russia, the National Banks of — 
America, were not, and are not, as well — 
guaranteed as the. Commonwealth Bank 
of Australia. The gold reserves of the 
Bank of England are very large, but. 
they are held, not only against the note 
issue, but also against the current ac 
counts, the deposits without. interest, the 
deposits of fifteen days, and the deposit: | 
at interest ; and also against advancesand 
underwriting on the part of the Bank; : " 
whereas the only call on the gold reserve 
of the’ Commonwealth Bank is in respec : 






















is every hill and valley 
aa mee Connie 


1d 
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finances of the Southern Hemisphere. i 
am sorry that at present it is playing 
~ into the hands of the Associated Banks. 
Why does it not increase the rate of in- 


terest on its Savings Bank deposits, and — 
increase the amount which a depositor 


may have at his credit, as the Govern- 
ment Savings Bank of Victoria has done? 
+ Mr. -SPEAKER.—The honorable 
-mem@er is now giving a disquisition on 
banking. 

Dr. MALONEY. —I wish to show that 
the Government could get the money 
needed to. pay the farmers by “increasing 

the interest on deposits in the Common- 
~ wealth Savings Bank to 5 per cent., and 

accepting any sum from a depositor. In 
‘Australia we could borrow millions- of 
“money in this way for considerably less 
than the most thrifty nation in the 
world, that is, France, can borrow, she 
having recently had to pay 8 per cent. 
for money borrowed in America. 

Mr. Ropcrrs.—In paying the dividend 
that we shall pay to the farmers, we 
shall make very free use of the resources 
of the Commonwealth Bank. 

Dr. MALONEY.—The Government 
will have my support in doing that. It 
could borrow in ;the way I..suggest at 
5 per cent. When we float loans im 
England, we do not limit to £500 or 
£1,000 the amount an investor may take 
up, and why should we limit the amount 
whieh a man may deposit with interest 
in the Commonwealth Bank? The state- 
ment of the Prime Minister was con- 
sidered by many to be a distinct promise 
to the farmers, although I know that if 
ib is possible to get out of an awkward 
corner, no. politician is cleverer than the 
Leader of the ‘Government in doing so. 
Within the last few weeks I have spoken 
to twenty or thirty farmers, all but one 
of whom believed that the Prime Minister 
had promised them 5s..a bushel for their 
wheat. The solitary exception said that 
he would not believe Mr. Hughes, even 

if standing on a pile of Bibles, but if any 
| _other Minister had made the statement 
he would have accepted it. 
_ 18 most successful that has a free currency, 

‘protected, of course, against ‘‘ wild-cat ’’ 

schemes. No one could say that it is a 

““wild-cat’’ scheme to pay money for good 
_ wheat to those who have grown it. 

Mr, Srewarr.—Particularly, an ad- 
vance of about half its current value. 

Dr. MALONEY .—Before the dinner 
-adjournment I showed how the price of 


“fat years against a period of famin 


That nation 


yi understand him to say that if a 


lowed i in previous bode 

































world resumes its old’ ways—a 
knows, the sooner the better for hi 
—wheat will not. remain. at its. 
high price. In America, where 
a population of 100,000 000, it. 
standardized 
bushel, but I doubt it. 
out knowing much about wheat, 
I admire a good crop when I see itp 


_ shall be astonished, however, if five yen 


hence wheat is realizing 6s. a bushel. We “ 
are told: in the Old Book that Josqph ~ 
garnered the surplus grain during seve 


in this intelligent twentieth century ® 
should store the wheat of an over-abumol 
ant harvest in silos; just as we put | 
perishable produce in. gone. storag 
future use. 
While not aigputiie your ruling 
Speaker, I must remark. that this 
first censure motion” to which I 
spoken on which’ members were ‘sev 
restricted as to what they might say. 
Mr. SPEAKER:—Iiis the: wordin 
the motion that ,puts. a ‘Festriction 
those whe speak. - 
Dr. MALONEY.—1I. do not questi 
that, but I would not be an Austre 
if I did not protest, 
Mr. SPEAKER.—It is the frame 
the motion who imposed the limits 
Dr. MALONEY.—That is very 
I will make way for those members 
know more about wheat-growing 
do. Even if the Government score 
over this matter, I ask them to git 
sideration to the position, If the 
pays this guarantee, it will add to 
currency, make money more fluid, 
otherwise do good to the community, 
the question of interest will have 
faced. ps 
Mr. Roperrs. Bae of the terms C 
Pool will be that any man who cares 
leave wheat in it will rs interest on 
value. Ni 
Dr. MALONEY.—I am very a 
have that assurance from the Mi 


mer is not im need of immediate h 
and leaves his wheat in the Pool,. he v1 
receive interest wpon the price. 
Mr. Ropcrrs.—If he Hoek not 
any dividend. ly . 
Mr. Srewarr.—That practice be 1 


































L/ ONEY.—If - it. was, it is a 
and I am ‘glad it is to be fol- 

this occasion. > 

(AY (New Heeiad) [8.33}-—It 

» me that the wheat farmer of 

a not already damned, 

The honorable member for 


matters by stating that the Go- 


mt will not~pay this guarantee of 
bushel. . 
Parker Motonzy.—The Prime 
said they will not pay it at 
ray sidings. 

HAY. it this ‘motion of censure 


voeably and pérmnantently, dhall I 
ee or ruined. There will then 


ae —There is, however, a dry 
f humour about the motion. If 
, it will mean that members will 
0 the country. In such an event, 
will be the position of. the farmer 
it any Government to ‘represent 
in regard to his needs? 
is, one. of the most important 
“growing districts in New South 
ee — Question! 
HAY.—If it is not the most im- 
, why did the Leader of the Op- 
a (Mr. Tudor) read certain reso- 
s that were carried in Manilla, in 
ion, with reference to this wheat 
antee? And I might also ask why 
| he not read the whole of those reso- 
tions? He read them up to a certain 
1¢ only. 
r. Tupor.—I read as much of. the 
lutions as was relevant to this motion. 
Mr. HAY.—The Leader of the Oppo- 
sit ae means, 
ere lutions to be relevant to the motion. 
He omitted to read this— 
ft is suggested that if the necessary - finan- 
ial arrangements to pay 7s. 6d. per. bushel in 
cash cannot be made— 
sf This Ts. 6d. included the State guarantee 
of 2s. 6d. 

(t ote able certificates for such portion as 


ot be provided for in eash should be 
a Nie lann for such ees eae (to be 


2 Ocvonenr 1800 


ts! 


I represent, - 


‘as far as he wished the: 





of Censure. 
It is also suggested that the arrangement 


former Pools, by which wheat was paid for as. 
used, should not be continued, and that they 
should be required to pay a substantial de- 
posit on their wheat as received. 


Mr. Conswinz.—Is_ the hinoeana 
member objecting to that resolution? | 


i 


with millers which has been in operation bl 


¥ 
Rit, 








Mr. HAY.—No, I only want to make | 


the position quite clear. 
tant wheat-growing centre, 


In this nea 
which has 





suffered as much as. any obhiar wheat- o 


crowing district in Australia from 
drought and adverse weather conditions — 
over a period of ten years, the producers _ 
and all other sensible men in the com-_ 


munity understand the financial diffi- © 
culties of the Commonwealth, and are — 


prepared to accept negotiable bonds in ~ 


ak 
+ 


the event of cash not being available: 


Mr. Consrpinze.—As the next best 
thing. ae 
Mr. HAY.—No doubt. I believe that 


the wheat-growers in the adjoining divi- 


sion, represented by the honorable mem- 


ber for Gwydir (Mr. Cunniagham), are 
prepared to meet the situation in the 


same way. 

Mr. CunnincHam.—They have 
communicated in such terms to me. They) 
want cash. 

Mr. HAY.—The wheat-growers in my 
division 
Mr. Constpine.—Are long suffering. 

Mr. HAY.—They aré not so long suf- 





fering as are the electors in the division | 


represented by the ‘honorable member for™ 
Barrier. The wheat-growers of my divi-— 
sion, I repeat, have 
from droughts during the past ten years, 


and but for this guarantee a great many | 


who are now engaged in production 


not | 


suffered severely 


would have abandoned their properties. 


I admit, at once, that this guarantee 
stimulated and encouraged many to con- 


tinue in the business of production, but 


why there should be any misapprehen- 


sion as to the meaning of the Prime Min- 


ister’s statement at Bendigo I am unable Bete 


to understand. 

Mr. Brennan.—So am [. 
seé-any room for two versions in Tee 
to that statement. 

Mr. HAY.—On 28rd July I asked. thes 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) the follow- 
ing question, upon notice— 


Whether it is the intention of the Geran dae 
ment to pay the 5s. guaranteed to she 8 ee 


growers in the States of the. Conacne 





I cannob ie 


on delivery i country railway stations, Which 


was paid in respect of last year’s wheat de-_ 


: livered?: |: 
Mr. Brennan.—That is very signifi- — 
cant. Why did you ask him that. ques- 
tion ? 


Mr. HAY.—Wait a minute, and I will 

tell the honorable member. The Prime 
Minister, in his reply, said— 

‘The method of payment of the amount guar- 


anteed in respect of next season has not yet 
been determined. 


It is quite clear, therefore, to honorable 
members : 
Mr. Brennan.—At that time. 





Mr. Ricuarp Foster. — When was 
that ? 
Mr. HAY.—In July last. It is quite 


clear that members of the Country party 
are just as solicitous, and, perhaps, more 
so, for the welfare of those engaged in 
primary production as are honorable 
members sitting opposite. This question 
of the wheat guarantee has caused a 
considerable amount of anxiety, and I 
_ think the statement made this afternoon 
by the Prime Minister is one which every 
fair-minded and reasonable man should 
‘ ‘etal ta 
Mr. Brennan.—That is good! 
Mr) HAY. am isute ‘the | results 
iat be good. 
Prime Minister, having unloaded him- 
self yesterday of a considerable burden, 
is now free to give more attention to this 
important question. He told us to- day 
that he is summoning those who are 
“ responsible for the control of our wheat, 
and those who are going to finance the 
transaction, to a conference to be beld 
next week. In view of this statement, 
can it be expected that any man would 
be prepared to say now what he will say 
on Wednesday next when the result of 
: the conference is known ? 
The Prime Minister has assured the 


House and the country that next week 


he will make a statement on this sub- 
ject, and I am _ convinced he will 
satisfy honorable members and_ those 
engaged in the production of wheat. 
At any rate, I can speak for the 
farmers in my own division.  Fail- 
ing cash, they are prepared to ac- 
cept negotiable bonds, and the Prime 
_ Minister proposes to submit a proposi- 
tion which, I hope, not for the sake of 
_ honorable members opposite so much as 
ee the wheat-growers, will prove satis- 
, factory. 4 cannot understand why there 


BH) Ci 





the war suffered, I suppose, more 
I have no doubt that the 


I am afraid that has been ‘the 7. 


f Chis ane en | the greates 6 


































ivald be any siscon espe tae 


Prime Minister’s intention in 
the cet nae _The resolutions 


Having in view the ane: needs 
wheat-growers of the Commonwealth | 
necessity to at once make provision - 
harvesting of their crops, I desire to 
Prime Minister whether, in order, bah 


ment of the guarantee of 5s. per Atte 


The Prime Minister, in the course 
reply—and I ask. the attention of | 
able members to this matter, seein, 
it has occupied their attention 
great deal during the last few wee 
said that the payment of the guar 
depended very largely upon certain 
keing etfected, and so the House kn 
perfectly well ‘that the guarantees to 
wheat-growers was on a price a 
station. If they were paid only - 
the station, the Government bie. 
conie liable for Is. 

The wheat-grower during the perioi 


any other primary producer. He sufi 
loss and inadequate prices. But, in - 
of all these things, he carried on. 
reminded of the lines so often 


*Tis hard to toil, when toil is almost vi 
in barren ways. . 


oae harvest days. 
“Tis hard to plant in spring and not to 

The autumn yield. 9 
’Tis hard to till, and, having tilled, ie 

O’er fruitless field. : 


great many of our wheat-growers. 


to a greater extent those who a 
gaged in our primary undertakings, an 
as I said on the Institute of Science 
Industry Bill, education is the ro 
all our undertakings, and if we f 
our duty. to educate our. children 
surely will those of them who engage 
these undertakings fail when it comes 
their turn to produce. ‘We are 
dealing with the price of a wheat haa 
that is estimated to be, in respect | 







AK 


Prey © Ef am quite ‘con- 


_ that is humanly possible in 
the producers may have the 
fit, of their toil. They are in a 
osition to do it than are honor- 
mbers sitting opposite, and I be- 
at when, on Wednesday next, the 
V inister makes his statement, he 
able to tell the House that he has 
nancial arrangements that will be 
ory, not only to the wheat- 
| , but to the general community. 

LAVELLE (Calare) [8.50].—I 
1 attentively this afternoon to the 
delivered by the “Prime Minister 
ughes), and I was struck, not. 
by the information which 
narks conveyed, as by the skil- 
nanner in which he evaded 
ain question. To use his own 
he indulged in a free use of the 
rush. I was amazed to hear him 
at the motion is simply a waste of 
It is astonishing that the Prime 
ster, and those who support him, 
d have | the ete ee to say to the 

















; Two days ago, when the 
ie the Opposition (Mr. “Tudor) 
ce of his intention to move this 
,number of honorable members 
Bit we and US honorable 


AAVELLE. hs 7 is a pity that the 
could not have heard him. The 
Minister stated to-day that this 
ission would have been initiated yes- 
1h but for the fact that destiny or 
dence had prevented it. It is news 
that the National party represents 
ther « sstiny or Providence. 
ub party by weight of numbers carried 
ion for the suspension of the Stand- 
Irders, in order, firstly, to prevent 
cussion of this all-important ques- 
md secondly, to enable the Prime 
and: the honorable member for 
a (Mr. Watt) to ventilate their 
nal grievances. Lam reminded that 
at. daily newspapers of Melbourne, 
2 discussing the censure motion, said 
the Leader of the Opposition 
tice of his intention to move it, 
ouse went on with the Estimates, 
C verse motion were contempt-— 
; “* 












; the Government are prepared 


q éstion of vital importanee to the . 


re 


Yesterday . 






ible; and indeed it was.’ One of eae i 
newspapers stated also oe Mr. Watt’s 
statement to the House more vitally 
concerned Australia than a _ thousan. 
of such motions. It is remarkable 
that the daily press should regard a 
motion, which aims at seeing that 
justice is done to the farmer, as con- 
temptible, and that the statement of the 
honorable member for Balaclava was of — 
more vital concern to the people than — 
the honouring of the Prime Minister’s — 
promise. Those. statements 1 do not ~~ 
think any one will indorse for a moment. 
The ex-Treasurer’s statement was no 
doubt very interesting. I listened to it, 
and to the Prime Minister’s reply, and 
I am satisfied that the ex-Treasurer could ~ 
not have acted other than as he did, The — 
Prime Minister came out of yestera sy) sou 
discussion a totally discredited man. 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son).—Order! The honorable member ‘is 
now discussing a matter which is nob 
before the Chair. ite 
Mr. LAVELLE.—I intend to show a 
connexion between the two subjects. — 
The ex-Treasurer went to England on an 
important mission, and while aurae he 
resigned. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- — 
ber may not go into that matter, 
Mr, LAVELLE.—I have only a few 
words to add to connect the subject with 
the motion before the Chair.. The mis- | 
sion of the honorable member for Bala- 
clava had ended, and whether he was 
right or wrong in his action, seeing that 
whatever evil was done cannot be — 
remedied, was not of as much importance — 
as the auesion of financing the farmers’ 















































_ wheat. 





I objected to. the suspension of thé 
Standing Orders yesterday, not for 
the purpose of: assisting the Prime Min- © 
ister or gagging the honorable member 
for Balaclava, but in order to enable the 
House to proceed with this all-important 
matter of the wheat guarantee. At the 
conclusion of the remarks of the ex- 
Treasurer, the Prime Minister said that — 
no man with a good case would have © 
“made such a statement. Those who 
listened to the Prime Minister’s speech 
this afternoon know that if he had any 
case at all he would not have spoken as 
he did. He commenced by saying that 
this was about the sixth censure motion 
that had been launched. When — the 
Leader. of the aOR Of Gar: 























































































Victorian elections 


apo.” 
that such an 


Li in February, 1916, 
scheme which that gentleman advocated « 


: ae vie a eons ‘Alig tried : 
to make | 


out that the correction was an 
apology, and he proceeded to say that the 
motion was launched simply because the 
were taking place 

to-day. The same statement was made 
by, the Ministerial supporters two days 
. A moment’s reflection will show 
assertion would not be 
eredited by even the least intelligent man 


er woman in the community. Being de- 


sirous of having this matter ventilated, 


and that the Prime Minister’s promise 
should be honoured, 
- might meet their financial obligations, 

‘the Labour party, four weeks ago, moved — 
the adjournment of the House on the 
- subject of the wheat guarantee. 


so that the farmers 


We de- 


sired to force the Government, if pos-’ 


sible, without resorting to the extreme 
- course of launching a motion of censure, 


to make their position clear. At that . 


- time the date for the holding of the Vic- 
- torian elections had not been fixed; 
it. must-be obvious that if the purpose 


and 


of this censure motion was only to assist 


our colleagues who are engaged in the’ 
electoral fight in Victoria, we would not 
have deferred the motion until two days 
_ before the election. 
gests that we would have moved, at least, 

- two or three weeks ago, so that our re- 


Common sense sug- 


marks might have time to travel all over 


the State, and everybody have an oppor- 


tunity of reading and discussing them. 


- What assistance could this motion render 
- to_ Victorian Labour candidates two days 
before the poll? 
_ read in the metropolitan area, but no one 


The discussion might be 


will contend that even the fact that the 


motion had been launched would be 
known right throughout the State, let . 
alone that the speeches would be read. 
ans argument, proves conclusively that 
the motion was not launched as an elec- * 
 tioneering move. 






The Prime Minister, whilst skilfully 


a aains the question before the Chair, 


Bennett, 


quoted a statement by Chris. 
said that Aha 


and 


was not in the interests of the farmers. 
In 1916, the Prime Minister was a 
member of the Labour party, s0, ‘if 
by. any stretch of imagination the 


for; what. Mr. Bennett said four years 
cat the’ Prime nines Sean es more 
rs ROE Fs sek ; ; 


3, 
4 


_ yestigation in each State, and therea te; 


party of to-day can be held responsible | 


responsible, secing | 
prominent “member of +k 
was before he ei 
traitorous conduct. e 
the Federal Executive of the 1 


the effect that the: price of 1 
home consumption should be Ris 
the cost of production. He end 
fo make capital out of that by 


ee that a and a - 


“and obtained no gel whee th 
their labour and reaped no ret 
on the actual production in one 
order Ms prove that that stateme 


cost of i re to be adenieae 
application of the formula. set fort 
succeeding paragraph: 


Plus a reasonable profit, 


The price of wheat for home co 
in Australia shall be ascertained b 


an average of the result of those 
tions, based upon the following: 
average cost of working a living-a 
farm in each State over ‘a peri 
“years 


Will honorable members note “ine 


and that such cost be kept Pr ie 
year. : 





The payment of a ne eee to all 
sons, including the farmer himself, and 
member of his family employed in the 
duction of the wheat crop. 

“The cost of necessary farming impler 
ruling Australian rates, together a 
ances for depreciation and renewal, — 
That proves conclusively that the 
Minister’s statement this afterno 
not correct, when he tried ito 
capital out of the fact that our sek 
the cost: of production would be : 
to the farmer, and would be based 
good years only. I simply mention 
in order to prove, if any proof is n 
sary, that the Prime Minister 
maeey evading the issue. _ 


To come right home to the posi 


i confronts the farmers of Bess al 

























































1 Biel be paid. We aye Hed a 
1 about what that promise really 
pre circumstances in which it was 
i, what was actually said, and the in- 
etation that has been placed upon it. 
to a good deal of trouble to keep 
ime Minister’s statement, because 
elt sure that he would not honour it, 
that it was -an electioneering dodge 
ply hung before the farmers as a bait 
ateh their votes at the election. This 
4 statement— 
er to help the wheat-growers, the Go- 
t, in addition to its guarantee for 
heoming crop, also guarantees 5s, at 
‘sidings for the 1920-21 crop. If the 
so desire it, the Government will dis- 
h their organizations the question of 


antees and assistance beyond that year, 
wheat and all forms of primary produc- 


nents of the Prime Minister, which 
‘him a possibility to-day, by a 
ible explanation and evasion, of 


on only, that he did not vt OO a 
antee to pay cash. He said in his 
anation this afternoon, and it oe 


“support ii that the reason ni age 5s. 
is paid in full last year was that the 
arvest was small. It does not matter 
vhether the harvest was sniall or great, 
far as this dik ng is concerned. ‘The 


; ‘omise; ihe first year they banndeds it, 
: the: second year they intend to dis- 
ay it. The result of that promise 
the Prime Minister was that very 
ge areas were put under wheat. | The 
mers worked practically day and Pieht 
rder to get a large acreage in. They 
plicitly believed they would get the 
money this year, seeing that-it had been 
mised, and that they had obtained it 
ast year. There was no quibble about it 
ien, and they made sure they would reap 
the benefit of the promise when they’ de- 
ivered their wheat at the siding. 


The farmers have suffered more, greatly 
through the drought, during the last two 
rs, than they have previously suffered. 
ay ‘were all Launparss peahene neett, 





£ _of Censure. 


and even on the verge of bankrupicy, sod 
the business people ‘of the various towns, | 
the firms with which they had been deal 
ing, and others, were financing them in> 
anticipation of this promise being re- 
deemed. They had no crop, or a very 
small crop, last year. They senewee 
their bills and mortgages, which will fall 
due. just about the time that this — 
year’s harvest | 
brought to the railway station. Un- — 
less this promise is honoured in its en- 
tirety, and unless they receive 5s. per 
bushel cash, as well as the additional — 
advance which has been offered and will 

be paid by the various State Gover- 


ments, they will find themselves in a 
very embarrassing position. I have re- 
ceived communications from every 


Farmers and. Settlers Association in my 
electorate, except one, asking me to do. 
whatever is possible to induce the Go- 
vernment to meet its obligations in this - 
matter. J will read two of them only. 
The first, which I received to-day, is as 
follows :— . 
\ 
Canowindra, — mi 
14th October, 1920. 
T. Lavelle,-M.H.R., 


Federal Parliament House, 
Melbourne. 


Mr. 


. Dear Sir, 


At a meeting held on Saturday last, it was 
resolved to ask the. Federal Parliament, © 
through you and the Leader of the Country 
party :—— 


“That the Federal Parliament be re- 
quested to make a payment of 5s. per 
bushel on delivery at railway station or 
mill, of this year’s wheat. (3 


It is not too much to ask, because, as you a 
know, such a number of farmers are very — 
heavily in debt, due to the last two bad years, 
and unless they get 5s., together with the 2s. © 
6d. from the New South W ales Government, it 
will not be possible for them to pay the ac- 
counts owing, to say nothing of having amy- — 
thing for themselves. They, of course, have to. 
pay ‘for the seed, fodder, and other assistance 
they got, before anything else, and how on 
earth can they expect to satisfy the creditor — 
who has carried them on for such a time! The 
storekeepers and others will not he able to 


‘stand to them any longer unless they receive 


substantial payments from this harvest big : 
reasonable promptness. , 
Yours truly, 


CANOWINDRA BRANCH, FARMERS’ AND 
SETTLERS’ ASSOCIATION, ) ene 


By Ga: . rer A.D. Mannaag, ro. 


will be garnered and 





" Another reads— 


Mr. Thos. Lavelle, M.H.R., 





- Farmers’ and Settlers’ Association, 
-Yarrabandai Branch, 
18th October, 1920. 


' Federal Parliament House, 
Melbourne. 


Dear Sir, 


Aba meeting of the above, held on the 16th 


“instant, a resolution was carried as follows:— 


“That the Prime Minister be urged to make 
the Federal wheat guarantee of 5s. per bushel a 


first payment on delivery of the wheat at the 
_ railway stations.” ' 


It is no exaggeration to say that wheat- 
growers were never in a worse position finan- 


eially than they are at the present. 


Yours faithfully, 


J. S. BuTiEr, 
Hon. See. 


van notice that none of the speakers on 
the Government side, or of their sup- 
porters in the Corner, was able to pro- 


duce one communication to support their 
contention that the growers did not ask 


that the 5s. should be paid when their 
wheat was delivered. 


It appears to me 
that all. the Corner party, except one, 


are going to fall in behind the Govern- 


ment again. One genuine farmers’ man, 


cs who comes here in order to do all he can 
to assist the farmer, will vote with us. 


on this motion. All the others, ‘ap- 
parently, intend to support the Govern- 
ment, but not one of them, nor the 


Prime Minister himself, nor his chief 


apologist, when he spoke this evening, 


was able to quote one line from any cor- 


allowed himself to be ‘‘ pooled” by the 


respondence to show that the farmers 


did not expect to receive the payment 


in cash on delivery at the siding. 
Mr. Bett.—What about the honorable 


member for Echuca (Mr: Hill) ? 


Mr. LAVELLE.—He was unable to 
produce ‘one line. Unfortunately, he 


Prime Minister. 


He is a member of 


the Australian Wheat Board, and the 


Prime Minister, with his 
ness and cunning, got him at a meeting 
_ of the Board, and “pooled” him. Distaste- 
ful as it must be to the honorable member 
for Echuca, he has to come into the 

_ House and attempt to justify the Prime 

- Minister’s action. 
tively ‘‘ pooled” by the Prime Minis- 
ter, and there is no getting out for him. 

1 smypathize with him most heartily, -as 

_ I sympathize with the farmers who have | 
_ been deluded. However, it is the hon- | 
ae _ orable member’s fault, and not. 





usual astute- 


He has been  effec- 


U M ate 


ie) 





| that he allowed ‘the Pri . 


ad ‘ 


‘That is clear and distinct. He 


mine, 



















































gaa Ris ‘sete wy 


“* pool” him. Bevin SP Sd es, 
Mr. Tupor.—Did you say ‘ 
or ‘‘ fooled ” ? MY vest 
Mr. LAVELLE.—He has 
‘“pooled’’ and fooled. = 
I have a statement from Mr 


GPs: 


Campbell, secretary of the Farr 
Settlers Association of New Sout 


MY; 


this question are 
He states— he 
I have no hesitation in saying ¢ 
Federal Government stands committed b 
Prime Minister in his pre-election spee 
livered at Bendigo on 20th October, 191 
in which he outlined the policy of the 
Government in connexion with the whe 
dustry to a payment of 5s. at railway | 
for the 1919-20 and 1920-21 harvests. 
He states there distinctly that he 
hesitation in saying that the whi 
the Nationalist party are bound — 
promise, % 
Mr. Ricnarp Foster.—Accordi 
your reading. | : By 
Mr. LAVELLE.—1 s 
the honorable member for Wal 
presently. I have something m 
teresting to say about him. Mr. 
bell goes on— | Cee. 
The undertaking’ was fully honoured 
nexion with last year’s harvest. There 
mo room for doubt as to the meaning att Le 
to the reference to the payment for the ¢ 
suing season’s wheat, as both harvests 
covered by the one promise. I canno 
stand the quibbling that is now going o1 
what the guarantee actually means, as 1 
half of the promise has been faithfully « 
out, and there can be no possible justific 
for any repudiation of the latter half of ¢ 
same promise. Veo | ae 


There never can be any justificat: 
repudiation— 1 ane ie 

The method adopted for the last harves 
payment as soon as the certificates cou 
prepared and issued, usually within abo 
fortnight of the delivery of the wheat 
agent. Unfortunately, New South — 
farmers had exceedingly little to collect on 
guarantee, owing to the lamentable failu 
the crop by drought. This is all the 
reason that, with a prospect of a satisfa 
harvest this season, the extent of wh 
largely due to a reliance upon the gua: 
the Federal obligations should be honou 
the same complete way this season. © 


identical wit. 
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the Prim 




























































mean a piace ‘of a as a ‘first 
livery at railway sidings. Cor- 
this can be found in the resolu- 
the last quarterly meeting of the 
“That it be a recommenda 









hat "the Federal Government should 
their promise, as many farmers were 
o sow extra areas on the distinct un- 
g that a first payment of 7s. 6d. 
ones 4 








| eee and the Piaiiaee 
rs pon, I am satisfied pha 


his’ pp our El iase are 
_ These organizations, repre- 
, section of the farmers, placed 


‘Prime Minister’ s Sa, the 


_ for members to say that the 
do not expect the full payment. 
expect the full payment, and, 
lore, at every meeting they have 
mughout the length and breadth 
South Wales they have passed 
S apart that. ane money 


30 4 han my feet ea one fe pat 
bs oat as to say that he iio ene 


a 5s. as a first advance from 
Federal Government. - That  state- 
is. been published in practically 
ly newspaper in my State. It 
pipet from any Bolshevik, but 


Bectial party. All over my. 
farmers are carrying resolu- 


a cou members spears 
na se their living in the cities, and 
x known what it is to’ suffer pri- 


ers’ ‘conditions. ‘But if they 
was to really toil and suffer, 


: rinnaey expressions which he would not — 


years, and were then to ask “then 
selves whether they would be content with 
unfulfilled promises by their Leader, the 
Prime Minister, there would be no joking. 
‘The honorable member for Corangamite © 
(Mr. Gibson) remarked that honorable — 
members on this side were, by , thein i 
efforts, desirous of giving consumers a 
cheap Gout Ele ventured the opinion — 
that this debate was only so much win- 
dow-dressing, and that when we talked of — 
seeing that justice was done by the far- 
mers we were not sincere. JI ask him — 
and other honorable members what would 
be their view-point if they had to suffer 
privations through years of struggle, and 
were now to be faced by this unfulfilled 
pledge of the Prime Minister? Every — 
honorable member opposite is by honour 
bound to see that the Prime Minister ear- 
ries out the obligation implied in his 
poliey speech. Every honorable mem- 
ber for whom, as a party, that speech 
was delivered is bound to see that the far- 
mer receives cash payment ¢o the full ex- 
tent of the pedge. See 
1 understand that J ‘shall not ‘be % 
permitted to read an extract from a 
newspaper, but since my memory 1S Nee 
not quite as good as it might be,. T shalt 
have to elance at the copy whieh j have © 
before me for occasional assistance. On 
15th January, 1917, the honorable mem- 
ber for Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) 
wrote as follows in the South Australian =~ 
Register :— ~ i: 
Federal political conditions in Melbourne are | ie 
beyond ordinary people’s comprehension, and” 
some phases suggest disquieting suspicions Oty: 
miserable personal and party aims masquerad- 
ing under the hypocritical cloak of the “Wan. 
the-war ” subterfuge. sre 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elhot Johit 
son ) _—Order! The honorable member — 
is not in order in employing words in a 
quotation, if referring to honorable mem- 
bers of this House, ‘which he would not be — ah 
in order in using in the course of a — 
speech. : ua 
Mr. LAVELLE. — I point out that. 
these are not my words, sir, but those of 
the honorable member for Wakefield. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—I merely draw the 
honorable member’s attention to the fae: 
that his quotation contained cunparlia- 


































be allowed to use in the « course, of his own 


_ party to be traduced in recent fashion. 





‘ ae os a Bev i ies, 3 | pays OS 
ewe a bie vat WOO i SO RUE I ONE na a 
5892 Motion [REPRESENTATIVES.] of Censw aa 
speech. Therefore he cannot be  per- Mr, SPEAKER.So far as 


mitted to quote such language from an 


article or letter, or speech delivered by 


somebody else. 

Mr LAVELLE. <- Iam ‘sorry, Mr; 
Speaker, and shall undertake not to re- 

peat that portion of the letter, which con- 

‘tinues— 


- Melbourne press correspondents—or, more 
correctly, “ kite-flyers ”—inspired or otherwise, 
have been publishing “feelers” more ingenious 


_ than ingenuous, and Mr. Cook has been grossly” 


misrepresented by some of them. ‘The new 
movement launched in a room in the Melbourne 
Town Hall was the most amazing of all, and 
» the position of Mr. Hughes is not the least mys- 
terious. 
sonal? If I know the Liberal party, we are 
heartily sick of Mr. Hughes’ mancuvres, and 
equally sick of his bungling. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! © Will the 
honorable member say what that has to 
do with the matter of the payment of 5s, 
per bushel at railway sidings? 

Mr. LAVELLE.—I am proving now 
that the honorable member for Wakefield 
realized then, at any rate, that the Prime 
Minister would not honour his promises. 
It is my desire to show that his estimate 
of the Prime Minister in that particular 
regard was correct. 

Mr. SPEAKER. — I am afraid that 
the honorable member’s intention cannot 
be made to harmonize with the terms of 
the motion. 

Mr. LAVELLE.—1I assure you, Mr. 
Speaker, that I shall go to a good deal 
of trouble to connect this letter of the 
honorable member for Wakefield with the 
terms of the motion. | 

Mr. SPEAKER.—It seems to me that 
it will, indeed, require a good deal 'of 
_ trouble on the part of the honorable 
member to do so; and, so far, I have 
failed to see any connexion whatever. , 


Mr. 
cluded the quotation I feel confident that 
I shall be able to demonstrate to you, sir, 
the relevance of its contents. It con- 
tinues— — 
and I decline to silently allow the Liberal 
From 


the very beginning of the war, the Liberal 
party has been absolutely the only National 


party. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—What has that to do 
with the motion? © 

Mr. LAVELLE.—T have not concluded 
“my quotation, so that T am not m a posi- 
tion to show you, sir. © 


‘Specific matter ‘only. 


Is the movement national or per-. 


this is the estimate wh the oe 


LAVELLE.—When I have con- , 





























gather, the quotation has nee 
whatever upon the motion hee 
Chair. cums 

Mr. LAVELLE. Bl eas it, F 
I shall not be in order in proce 
further. I shall not persist, Be 
quotation is mot relevant 
interesting. ae 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I do not disp 
that; but this is not a general nt 
fidence motion, but is limited to 


Mr. LAVELLE.—1I shall ane proc 
with the illuminating article by the h 
orable member for Wakefield, but on S( 
future occasion: 





wit s 
Mr. SPEAKER.—The .ccohanie 
ber may possiblysbe able to “ get 
somewhere on the Estimates. a 

_ MM. Typo. —That is good ye 


.. “LAVELLE —Thank you, sir; hi a 


Bad to trust fata He er 
did not trust him implicitly two or thi 
years ago. Now that the honorable x 

ber is sitting behind the Governmen 
whose behalf the Prime Minister. ; 
his promise, he seeks to offer excuses, 
is prepared to accept the assurance o: 
Prime Minister that he will make as 
ment next week. In that attitude he 
like the honorable member for New . 
land (Mr. Hay), who, although hey pois p 
out that since July last he had 
ently ep whether the farmers a 


portant that it would have been i ei 
for the Prime Minister to give consi 
tion to any other matter until 
yesterday’s battle. The honorable 1 r 


Prime Minister had got over his se 
round with the honorable member 


the financial tangle in which, he 
mitted, the Government had: 0 | 
finances of the Species e Bea 
































said by various ‘honorable - 


ay that the money is not 
finance this payment. Ii 
it should have been in the 
bf the Prime Minister when he 
his promise. It proves conclusively 
the promise amounted to nothing 
cticneering dodge. It was made 
one object, and it served its 
Now that the time has arrived 
omise to be fulfilled the Govern- 
fess their helplessness, and the 
inister says he is convening a 
of Paaiers’ He is going to cast 
-and the farmers, and the people 
ralia as a whole, on the mercy 
pai kers when they ‘meat next week. 
t the duty of honorable members 
side to point out to the Govern- 
ow the pledge of the Prime Minis- 

e redeemed. The obligation, re- 
ith the Government. The farmers 
he pledge to be fulfilled. They 
his thing to be done. If it is 
the farmers will “be done.” I 
honorable member for Echuca 
1) say the other day that the 
would be satisfied with a first pay- 
4s. per bushel. But if it be such 
rwhelming impossibility for. the 
ment to Srovida the money with 
pay 5s. per bushel, how are they 
_to provide the money erith which to 
. per bushel ? 

not my intention to delay the 
greater length. If the Country 
wish to live up to their name, if 
oe 

esire to do anything to prove 

ona fides, let them support the 
party and~ the honorable mem- 
r Wimmera (Mr. Stewart) in 
ght for the farmers, and force 
dovernment either to resign or 
their obligations. To me it 
leed be remarkable if,.in such cir- 
neces, we cannot form a new Ad- 
ration . which will be better able to 
the 



































) ‘destinies of Australia than are 
® sent Government. 


RUCE (Flinders) [9.32]—I do 

n to be a wheat-grower except 
small way. But the question 
e are. now considering does not turn 
upon wheat-growing, but rather 
> interpretation which should be 
pon an undertaking which was 
y ee Prime Minister (Mr. 
his policy speech at 
ea great extent Bhe ator 

















tion is one of the construction 


mind the statement that a guarantee 


vention in 


member for Calare (Mr. Lavelle) has in- 


which ; 
should be placed upon the word ‘ ‘ouar- 
antee,’’ and also upon the meaning of 
the words ‘‘ at railway sidings.’’ To my 


means an original payment, as soon as any - 
payment becomes due, by the guarantor, 
is certainly a novel one. Anybody who 
has had experience of guarantees knows 
that a guarantee is an undertaking to pay 
in case of default by somebody else. 
In regard to the words ‘at railway 
sidings,” anybody can see ati a glance 
that they are used in “contradistine- e K 
tion to the term f.o.b. The Govern- — 
ment have guaranteed our wheat-— 
erowers 5s. per bushel for their wheat 
at railway sidings instead of f.o.b. 
as hitherto. Whilst I am not a wheat- 





‘grower, I say with considerable confidence _ 


that there is nobody in this Chamber 
who has a greater interest in the farmer — 4 
getting the biggest price for his wheat at 
the earliest possible date than I have. 
We all know that the storekeeper is the 
man who carries the farmer through his 
period of stress, and upon whom the 
greater part of the burden falls. But 
there is another unfortunate class in the 
community of whom I have never heard 
honorable members say a good word—I _ 
refer to the great wholesale merchants of 
Australia. May I remind my honorable 
friends opposite, who sometimes indulge 
in impassioned abuse of |this class, that it 
is from the wholesale merchants that the at 
storekeeper gets the money which enables _ 
him to carry the farmer over his time of — 
stress and trouble. | . 


Mr. Srewart.—From where does the | 
wholesale merchant get it? 


Mr. BRUCE. — From Ifis bank, ands 
from other institutions, but certainly not — 
from excessive profits that he has made — 
out of the people. Any profits that the | 
most astute wholesale merchant could — 
make would go no distance towards ful-_ 
filling the financial obligations which he 
is called upon to bear for the storekeepers, 
and, indirectly, for the farmer. I urge 
this point as a justification for my inter- 
this debate. To-day we 
have heard a good deal of the utter un-— 
reasonableness of the man who does not in- | 
terpret the promise made by the Prime 
Minister during the course of his policy 
speech, in the way that the honorable 


































terpreted it. 











5894 ~ Motion 


Mr. Srewarr.—The 5s. per bushel: 


guarantee at country stations last year. 
‘ peould pay it all at once. The P 


meant a cash payment of that amount. 
Why does it mean something different 
Sag year ? 


Mr. BRUCE.—That question has en 
answered time and again to-day. It has 
been pointed out that the amount which 
had to be paid in respect of the guaran- 
tee for last year’s harvest was a very 
small one, owing to the fact that that 
harvest was a failure. Whilst I am sure 
it was not the intention of my honorable 
friend, or of his politica] associates, to 
advertise the virtues of the present Go- 
vernment, they have certainly succeeded 
in doing. so.. The Government last 
year merely guaranteed the payment of 


5s. per bushel for wheat, but out of the 
‘greatness of their hearts, ‘they not merely © 


fulfilled that guarantee, but actually took 
the place of the original purchaser, and 
paid over the money as soon as the wheat 
was delivered at the railway stations. 
This year the burden would be too great 
for any Government to carry, and Min- 
isters are not sheltering themselves be- 
hind the position of a guarantor, but 
“propose to stretch the financial resources 
of the Commonwealth to the utmost in 
order that the maximum amount may be 
paid to our farmers as soon as the wheat 
comes to hand, 


Having dealt with the interjection of 
the onde able member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Stewart) I will not return to the state- 
ment made by the honorable member 
for Calare (Mr. Lavelle). | He has 
affirmed that no sensible man gan 
place any other interpretation wpon 
the Prime Minister’s promise than that 
a cash payment of 5s. per bushel was 
to be made to our farmers for all 
wheat, the moment it was delivered at 
our railway sidings. I do not know whe- 
ther he is aware of what has been said 
upon this question by a very distinguished 
member of his own party—I refer to Mr. 
John Storey, the Premier of New Sout 
Wales? In July last, whilst attending 
the Premier’s Conferences. at which this 


question was raised, that gentleman 
 said— . 
When the CommonweaJth guaranteed 5s. 


_ per bushel, when did it propose to pay it? 
The Prime Minister replied— 


We did not say that we would Pram it 


2 all at once. 


| very Seta member of os 


_ of Deuntae themselves with th 


4 
1 ae yt haem i 
TR Ny fall ps Nig , 
od * L 
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Ci aaen. Mr. tai ata 
It is not proposed that the Comm 


found it ee to do so. . 
The Premier of New South 


Sralntain thaectae view which 
pressed is the only one which an 
possessed of a knowledge of the 
language can possibly entertain. 
light of Mr. Syren statement, 


Country party, it seems to me tha 
motion of censure is a hint regret 


ary producers of this country. In 
objective will they be successful, 
shall certainly vote against the m 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Gwydir) [94 |. 


this Hotere not with a view to ingr i- 
ating myself with the primary producérs 
—as has been suggested by the ho 
able member who has just resumed 
seat—but in order to place my vi 
fore the House. The honorable 
for Flinders (Mr. Bruce) has adi 
that he grows no wheat, and prt 
knows nothing whatever about w 
growing. The class to which he b 3 
may be written down as the grea 
profiteers who have ever afflicte 
country. It is upon record that t 
with. which he is associated ex 
their patriotism during the wan 
charging for calico which they he 
chased at 53d. per yard, a price 
from ls. 8d. to 2s. per yard. In 
to his quotation of a statement 
Storey, the Premier of New South’ 
at the Premiers’ Conference, I should 
quire to be in possession of the wh 
the facts before provelanine jud 
upon it. 7p 

Honorable members op posite have s 


submitted by the Labour party. 
own bat.” It seeks to censure th 
ment for their failure to make p 
for a cash aie of 58. per b 
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ings for Hae season’s ha ag ae the icant. obligations of the mee 
rea was cultivated and sown in whea a 
: is. definitely set out in the promises, under continued favorable conditions, — 
fix ister’ s policy statement. There to produce something like a record crop. But — 
e ds the ‘Government to help the at this stage the Prime Minister draws back ~ 
‘orower by guaranteeing him a pay- from his pledge, and tries to make out that 
5s. per bushel for wheat de- dae imac eee does not hoiget bi itis 
% pretation that has been given to it for twelve 
at country railway stations in jonths past, and that i Wheat Board defi 
mn with the 1920-21 harvest. Pre- nitely acted on last season. The Prime Min- — 
the guarantee has been paid are ee in regard to the wheat is likely — re 
to breed the liveliest distrust in the minds of | 
delivered, and, the farmers. His action in throwing the re-- 
it sponsibility for the care of the wheat. off his 
king that the guarantee for this shoulders and on to the various State Govern- 
rould be upon the same basis, ments was not dignified or even decent, He es 
uld be vaid in the same way. appeared to have. discovered that the job was | 
t Pe ese too big for him, owing to the difficulty of seeur- 
my statemen esl ing adequate shipping. Now he comes in. again 
opinions of some of at this stage with the cold comfort of an as- 
represent the farmers surance that shipping is not available, and 
organizations, and of that it will take twelve months to shift the — 


oe rmers’ press of the mother State. crop. We know that Europe is hungering for 


our wheat; the price offering is an “unmistak 
ae upon the statement made by aye evidence of that. We know that world. 


me Minister (Mr. Hughes) that shipping is offering more freely; and if Aus- ae 
vernment was not in a position, tralia is not getting its share, there is a very oer 
ae intended, to pay the prevalent belief that the Government of rie : 


e of 5s. per bushel in cash, the Commonwealth is responsible. : 7 Mi 
4} This is not a quotation from the Worker 


statement of the Prime Minister in re- or any biased party organ. It is taken 
ot the Wheat Pool, as published on this’ from the Parmer and Settler, the official — 

ill be read eikty  Meabrainoits whan dia: organ of the. Farmers and dattlers As- 
he men on the land that have been sociation of New South Wales, of Friday 
upon the fulfilment of a promise {st inst. If further corroboration be 


ie abe De aad needed it is to be found in The Land, 
quivocal in that speech, in so far as which is also a farmers’ newspaper. In 


ference to the wheat guarantee was con- its issue of 24th ult., after dealing with — 
ee oa rion | Rencemmitted Bim: certain aspects: of the wheat position, it 


at railway sidings in respect of the writes— Ne Sin 
ng harvest, and nie 1920-21 harvest However, a matter of far graver importance, — 
_ Phere was no suggestion that the from the point of view of the wheat-farmers, is” 
ras to be dependent on sales or on the question of the first payment under the 
ther contingency ; and this is borne out guarantee of 7s. 6d. per bushel. Of this amount. 
fact that in the harvest following the 5s. is to be the responsibility of the Common- 
he promise, payments were ‘made wealth Government. The extra 2s. 6d. is the 
; titude, as quickly as the wheat guarantee of the New South Wales Govern- 
ates could be issued after delivery. The ment, and it is to be made as a first payment. a 
1ent cannot withdraw from the pledge When the Prime Minister announced this Poe 
he Prime Minister is committed, as guarantee, he stated that it would be 5s. at. san 
10rai Je man, to see to its fulfilment, If railway sidings for the 1920-21 harvest. Mr. " 
ere is a breach of a solemn promise, the men Hughes added that “in wheat and all forms 
a a a ected, and the country as a whole, of primary production, the Government was 
EC reason to attribute it to he out to stimulate and stabilize these essential’ 
the present time, there is no elec- industries.” If that is the serious intention 
and that Ministers feel secure in of the Government, it will have to make this | 
‘ When a guarantee is given, it 5s. per bushel a first payment. To pay the 
ess axiom that the euarantor aia amount piece-meal, as wheat has been Age) 
nt. It was the duty of the Govern- for in connexion with the other Pools, would - 
ake such financial arrangements as be to inflict cruel hardship and injustice upon — pr 
ble it to stand by its pledge with- a class which has already been harassed in 
or tergiversation. The country ex- this way almost beyond ee limit of endure 
o the right and honest thing now ance. ay} 
on the land who faye abbas done 
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| motion \ of censure with the object of not 
- only emphasizing the seriousness of the 


but, if possible, 


confronting the farmers, 
removing the present 
Government, and substituting for it a 
Government that will be prepared to find 


position now 


the money to finance this guarantee, and 
so to keep faith with our primary pro+ 


Pew 


Yor 


4 


ducers. We are often told that the men 
on the land are the ‘‘ back-bone’”’ of the 
country, and it would seem that the 
Government are trying to break the back- 


bone of the country. 


“As a wheat-grower, I, like the honor- 
able member for Wimmera (Mr. Stewart), 


interpreted the statement made by the 


Prime Minister at Bendigo as a guar- 


antee that I would be paid, as I was 


from them on this subject. 


in respect of the previous harvest, on 
delivery of my wheat at a railway siding. 
The area that I have under wheat, which 
is not inconsiderable, was sown by me 
in the belief that I was going to be paid 
cash at the railway siding, and I entered 
into certain financial obligations, which 
I contracted to meet at the time the 
harvest would be off, when I thought 
I should receive the money payable under 
the guarantee. on ‘ 

We have a good many branches of the 
Farmers and Settlers Association and the 
Primary Producers Union in my elec- 
torate, and many of them have asked 
me to impress upon the Government the 
netessity of honouring its guarantee as 
soon as the wheat is delivered at a rail- 
way siding, I have a number of letters 
Here is one 
from the President of the Delungra 
branch of the Primary Producers Union, 
dated llth September, 1920— _ . 

I have been requested by the farmers of the 
Delungra branch of the Primary Producers: 


Union to write to. you re the unsatisfactory . 


of the wheat-growers, and the guaran- 


position : [ ra 
bushel given by. the Prime Minis- 


tee of 5s. per 
ter (Mr. Hughes). 


As the letter is rather lengthy I shall 


quote only. those portions of it that are 
relevant to the question” before the 
Chair— 

Now, unless the Federal Government honours 
its promise, and makes the payment 5s. per 
bushel on delivery at railway siding, farmers 


will certainly’ be placed in a most difficult 


position, even if the State Government does 


not press for repayment of advances made 


under the Rural Industries Board. 
In consequence of the drought the farmers 


] 


har Y 





are committed in various directions, and 


Ge . they have had to be financed by the 


Mr. Cunningham. — 


The Secretary of the Farmers 


-vernments honour their guarantees to 
































letter from-the secretary of a 
meeting of farmers and busin 
which was held at Delungra, at 
resclutions in practically the same 
were carried, although they were « 
more drastic character. The sec 


me a copy of a resolution carried 
the exact wording of which I cai 
since at his request I have sent it 
to the Prime Minister, but in 1 
branch presses for the paymen 
guarantee of 5s, cash at railwa 
as soon as the wheat is deliver 
order to obviate the serious f 
‘stringency which would otherw 


tlers Association at Kelvin, near 
nedah, a wheat-growing centre, 
to me— . Ae 


By direction of the members of m 
I have to ask that you will enter 
against the payment of 2s. 6d. a 
wheat for this year. ae 


That is a reference to the State vern- 
ment’s guarantee— ere acy 


And I would also ask that you 
the Prime Minister the necessity of paying 
full amount of the guarantee as a first 
ment. aie 
Farmers generally in your electors 
a bad way financially, and need ev 
of the 7s.’ 6d: to carry on. ge f 
Here is a letter from Mr. R. R. 
Secretary of the Eulah Creek 
Association— Nigar 

Dear Sir,—As secretary of the Eulah G@ 
Progress Association, I have been - ns rt 
to write to you and state that at a mec 
that body, held on the 29th ultimo, a 
“urging that both Federal and 


f 


* h a 
a 


of 5s. and 28. 6d. per bushel, payable on 
at country railway stations for the 
season’s wheat, or, failing that, the _ 
abandoned,’ was carried. Pie 
The association members hope yo 
your best to have their motion © 
earried out. ; é 


In the Tamworth Daily Obser 
19th inst., we read that—  — 


Pa 

The Molong farmers.have decided to 
Prime Minister to settle up all par 
Wheat Pool and pay the _ proceed 
growers, to enable them to carry — 


€ i$ 
fi 


operations. Xf tr eae 
7 


mo Pay ae ie a, 
































3. d. guar aja were paid, the ae 
would seriously consider whether they 
a their wheat this season, 





the meeting views with alarm the 
_the payment of the Federal Govern- 
portion of the guarantee, viz., 5s. per 


» may not be paid in cash. 


Phen again at Curlewis, another centre in 
ay electorate, a meeting of farmers and 
blers was held, and a newspaper re- 
_ furnished by the secretary 1s as 


A meeting of the branch was held on i8th 
tember, when a big and _ representative 
fendance of members was present. The matter 
f the first cash payment on the new season’s 
wheat was keenly discussed, and the following 
resolution was carried: —<That in the event 
f the Federal Government failing to fulfil the 
_ promise of the Prime Minister that a first cash 
on of 7s. 6d. per bushel would be paid on 
mee at goantry railway stations, we ee 


We 3; Rovcers.—Where was that re- 
Bie eines passed ? 

) Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—At Curlewis, 

some ten miles from Gunnedah. ~It is a 


_ fairly large centre. I may say in pass- 
' ing that I did not obtain a majority of 
» the votes polled there at the last general 
election, and that the meeting would con- 


tain many Government supporters. These 
farmers decided to co-operate with 
the farmers: at Gunnedah to hold a 


big mass’meeting on Ist inst. | They 
‘Yealize what the position is, and we 
are now giving effect‘to their views, as 
expressed at public meetings, after ‘the 
Ry aettement made by the Prime Minister 
as a result of the agitation commenced 
Pe, the Labour ,party in this House. 
te That was the first statement indicating 
the action the Prime Minister intended 
a ad and no matter how he dodges the 
issue, or how he may quibble over techni- 
mt bls, Mea lities and terms, he is merely adopting 
the methods of men who practise the 
_ three-card trick in deceiving the people. 
_ It may be smart polities, but it is bad 
&: statesmanship; it is bad for the country, 
: and those who PuPa the Govern- 
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1ent appearing in the press to the effect 


. realized. 
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ment in their action are false to the 
best interests of the Commonwealth- 
They may deceive the farmers once, 
but they are not likely to do ib a 
second time. The 1 injury the Government. 
are likely to do to the farming industry. 
will take many years to recover; and if — 
they endeavour to work the “thimble and © 
pea” trick in connexion with the 
euarantee that was made on the hust- 
ings to enable them to be returned to — 


power, they will have to answer to the 


people. The Government have been re- ~ 
turned to office, but if they do not honour 
this pledge it will be at enormous cost 
to the whole community. The motion has 
been moved with the idea of stabilizing 
industry and forcing the hand of the Go- 
vernment by making them fulfil a promise 
that was made. .I, as a small farmer, 
understood that I was to receive 5s. cash 
when my wheat was delivered at a railway 
siding; and I certainly had the right to 
expect it, in view of what happened in — 
connexion with the previous guarantee. 

At the sittings of the Peace Conference, 
the Prime Minister constantly referred © 
to after-war problems and to the organi- 
zation of industry. He was going to raise 
our primary and secondary industries to 
a height that had never before been 
Is this the Prime Munister’s 
way of encouraging after-war industry ? 
Is this a means of settling afitelr-war 
problems? When we are told that the 
money is not available to finance the 
scheme, we reply that if the war 
had lasted for another six months the 
necessary capital would have been found 
to finance it. /Is not the stabilizing of 
industry ee the foundation on which 
our future progress must rest? During ~ 


_the period of the war, we were spending, 


approximately, £100,000,000 per year, 
and the amount required to finance this 
undertaking is £35,000,000. But it. must 
be remembered that this is work of a re- 
productive character, and that the money, 
if advanced, would be in the form of a 


temporary loan, which would be repaid — 


within twelve months by the sales of © 
wheat. There would not be any diffi- ~ 
culty in raising the money in Australia _ 
to meet the guarantee, and thus place 

the men on the land in a more satis- 
factory position than they otherwise would 
be in. I think it will be generally admitted — 
that, if the Government do not adhere ~ 














“to: hele home i Onl che ie Wet ee ! 
-veniently out of ae chante i 
Vote. 


farmers who will suffer the most, because 
‘the banking institutions do not give the 
consideration to the smaller men that 
they extend to those conducting operations 
on a larger scale. Generally speaking, the 
financial institutions do not wish to deal 
‘with the small farmer, and consequently 
- we are the ones who have to experience the 
greatest hardships; because the margin 
_ between an existence and absolute poverty 
is much smaller in the case of the man 
who is farming 200 acres than one farm- 
ing 2,000 acres. It is hard, indeed, for 
a small settler to meet his obligations 
unless he is assured of a cash payment 
when his wheat is delivered at a railway 
siding. The Government are deceiving 
the farmers of this country when they say 
that money cannot be raised, because, if 
the war had continued, it would have had 
to raise three times the amount involved 
in this connexion to carry on a work that 
‘was not reproductive, and one which 
added to the dead burden of unproductive 
Lodi to which the Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) has already referred. 


~The position is quite clear. The Go- 
_vernment made a definite promise on the 
; lines of a previous guarantee to pay cash 
at railway ridings, but they are now with- 
drawing from that position and are reé- 
fusing to honour a definite pledge. The 
members of the so-called ‘ Country 
party” are calmly swallowing the tale 
that has been thrust down their throats 


by the Prime Minister, and I regret very ‘ 


much that they do not intend to support 
the motion. I regret exceedingly that 


the Government have adopted this atti- 


: tude, because, by doing so, they are deal- 
ing a very severe blow to the primary 
producers, and causing many hard-work- 


ing settlers to pass uneasy days and nights | 


in- ‘consequence of the difficulties they will 

experience in meeting their financial 
obligations. The Government, and those 
_ supporting them, including the honorable 
members on the corner benches, must bear 
_ the responsibility for the results that will 
naturally follow. The honorable member 
_ for New England (Mr. Hay), during the 
last election, 
_ Nationalist; but on every occasion when 
he has been present he has supported the 
Government. At times’ he has been 
_abpent, and on the last occasion, When the 

eat baksiete Atal . 







bers speak—to see how these ho 


refused to be called a_ 


























The honorable member W 


His ae to peruse the vise 
it does not matter how honorah 


members voted. It is impossible 
to gauge the damage that will be 
the Government in adopting these 
and it is parce nobieoea 


Bic), 
has been silent for 
does he not speak ) 
does ? ae does he not “suppor 


farmer I know the ‘pasition: . 
ploughed, and sowed my 7 am 


the next election tf 
will remember that it is the repre 
tives of this party who are forcing | 
hands of the Government; although 2: 
afraid that, through the. actions of 
members. of the co- -called Country party 
there is very little likelihood of the sy on 
being carried. | 


Mr- Seam See eh (Wannon=—Assi 


may appreciate the magnitude of th 

posal embodied in the motion. I 
opinion, the motion is premature, becaus 
first of all, that Bendigo promise stan 
There has been no variation of it, and n 
suggestion to amend it. Its term 
clear and definite. They oi as 
low — 


yerament, in naaitinn to its pti PR) 
coming crop, will guarantee 5s. at railwa) 
fo for the 1920-21 harvest. . 


meant by “ railway cicea __notw 
standing the laboured effort of the 1 ‘i 
orable mato hot for Hume aoe 










the true Rr rant a the 
ave quoted, and it has been 
on ae all the last Pools. ree is a 





Pte em I hate to ae 
ig member for NL aaa (Mr. 


is The honorable member hours 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
. the interpretation of the guarantee 
was given. The position of the Go- 
nmi e to-day is that it aerate its 


a eapabilities, will determine 
, ee eteey can Sai and 
I remind 


and Ne but no date is eed 
ment 18 to be made on the SEE: 
1 I have already alluded. The 


view of the requirements of the 
ar, and the capacity of the country 
al to him the maximum payment. 
that, particularly, the farmers 
Routh Wales, who suffered a 
last year,eare entitled to the 
onsideration. They were hit 
and they had to buy wheat for 
high prices, while the farmers 
oe. ‘oan States, though not 


superimposed 
guarantee another 2s:, 6d." per: bushel. es 
aoe a total, in isc case of ag Shae 





in all parts, hed a fair (eee and | re 
lized big prices, : hs 


I hope that ‘the donnie of to-day ok 
not be taken outside Australia as mean- 
ing that our farmers are . 
out,” for they are not that by any means. 
As a wheat-grower, and a direct repre- 
sentative of a wheat-growing State, I de- 
sire to place before the House and the. 
country figures showing the relative 
position of “the Australian producers for 
two quinquennial periods, namely, thoy iy 
five years terminating in the first year of | 
the war, and the five successive years. 
In. each period Australia suffered a 
drought, but, notwithstanding that, he 
result for both periods was as follaweae b 
In the first five years, the wheat-growers e 
lifted £72,800,000 in round figures; and, 
in the following five years, £136,800,000. 
In the case of wool, the return was, In 
the first period £136,657,000; and, for 
the second period, £108, 541 ,000. T Baye ys 
unhesitatingly, that the primary indus- 
tries of the country, on the whole, are in 
a better position than they have ever been 
in the history of Australia. It is false 
policy, when the stability of a country is 
of the greatest concern amongst the 
nations of the world, to belittle its finan- 
cial position. Just recently, trading — 
strictures, more severe than at any period 
during the war, have been imposed on the 
country for purchases oversea; and it is 
a most serious matter. The reputation 
of the Australian trader for the due dis- 
charge of his obligations oversea stands 
amongst the highest in the world; and a 
this is no time to'belittle our credit. 

















































































Let me point out what would be. in- fs 
volved in the proposal to pay 5s. per 
bushel immediately. It is well known ~ 
that about 15,000,000 bushels will not | 
reach the Pool, this bemg. required for _ 
home consumption, seed requirements, 
and stock feed; but, on an estimate of 
130,000,000 bushels being dealt with, an _ 
advance of 5s. per bushel would mean ~ 
£32,500,000. In addition to that, rail-— 
way freight, handling charges, and ad 
ministrative charges would mean another 
8d. per bushel, or  £4,300,000 odd. 
We ‘have also to iE. that the 
New South Wales Government have 
on the Commonwealth — 
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ceed 8s. 2d. per bushel. 
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of Bs. 2d. per shell It is a very san-_ 
guine estimate that the net result of the 
nde of Australia’s wheat will much ex-~ 
There is a limit 


‘to what Governments may do in guaran-' 


teeing returns, and at a time like this a 
guarantee of 8s. 2d. is perilously near 
the danger mark. The Government will 


shave to fall hack on other resources of 


years there 


the country. Wheat must be looked to 
to finance itself. The Commonwealth 
have undertaken a huge obligation. 


The honorable member for Wimmera ~ 
to-day 


| said that the guarantee was 
given on the eve of an_ election; 
but. I say that that is not so. An 


 underaking had. been previously given 


‘by the Prime Minister that for two 
| would be a guarantee of 
5s., and the guarantee in the ease of the 
previous harvest was met in one lump 


sum. A guarantee was made and dis- 


charged on a crop of 35,000,000 bushels, 


Wan of £13,024,000. 


requiring the payment of £8,750,000. 
On the previous 


harvest, a cuarantee 
was made and discharged on a crop of 
65,000,000 bushels, which absorbed the 
Now we are faced 


with a stupendous guarantee running 


- into 


an __ estimated 
£32,000,000 con wheat 


expenditure of 
alone, without 


any charges being added, and it is idle to 


suggest that this money can be obtained 


without straining the financial resources 


of the Commonwealth. 


Mr. Cunnincuam.—The Government 
raised a loan of £25,000,000 the ares 
day. 

Mr. RODGERS.—There is not the 


slightest doubt that the obligations to 


course of negotiaton. 





our soldiers will exhaust the whole of 
that £25,000,000 loan. The Leader of 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) is putting 
forward a special plea for the immediate 
payment of the guarantee of 5s. per 
bushel, and he proposes, in his motion, 
that the Government ‘‘be censured for 
their failure ’’ to make provision for this 
payment. The arrangements are 
The harvest is yet 
two months off. At any rate, no grain 
will be ati the raijway sidings within 


about two months, and the necessary ar- 
rangements 


could not be 


completed 
under, roughly, two months. 


The. pro- 


mise made by the Prime Minister has 


been kept; there has been no variation 
from it. Ordinary precautions have been 
taken to call. rites a the _con- 


Wheat Board together in ord 


cannot isan that, m all sea 


their 


Mh a ae 



































mine this vast question involv ea 
dees, an expenditure of 
£40,000,000. 

I would like to say some wana 
orable members who represent 
New South Wales constituenc 


{ey 


many cases, [ Heliaeal they are. ’ 
cause there are not sufficient fa 
constituencies to preven 
return by voting against as m, 

any rate, the organized rs 
Victoria have given their’ support eit 
to honorable members sitting 
cérner or to those sitting behind 

Ministry. The hones monies 


his Pcie did oh all vote fore 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM. ~The majo 
them did, ee 
Mr. RODGERS, —I rant to point « ru 
that the coming harvest affords th 
ducers of Australia a remarkable « 
tunity to put their house in order. 





realized for the first sales are 
cent. But as there is not the Ee 
dgubt that, sooner or later, we shall 
obliged to face tight financial time 
values of all primary products are 
ready on the down grade—it is n 
for our farmers, while they have af 
able opportunity of doing so, t 
their house in order before those 
times come upon them. 
continue my remarks 
occasion, . : 
Leave granted ; debate adjourned 


JUDICIARY BILL. 
Bill returned from the Senate 
amendment. 


NAVIGATION BILL. 

Eill reterned from the Senate wi 
message that the Senate, had agr fs 
certain amendments ; had disagre 
the substitution of a new clause for c 
24, and in place of it had amended 
original clause.; and had agreed bo 
insertion of ew clause 38h _with a 
ments. e 


OR: some 


Bull event from the ‘Senate r 
req test: RWS tga 
pure adjourned, at 10. 28 - p.t 


: vn 8 : 
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